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MISS WESTBURNE. 


Mr eagerneſs to atk to you of the 
dleſſed change which kind fortune has 
wrought in my ſituation, ſurpaſſes al! 
bounds, and will no longer ſubmit to 
reſtrictions, which I feel myſelf wel! 
aſſuxred are unneceſſary. 
Fou know that Mrs. Leſlie is reſtored. : 
to me—that dear, that amiable, gene- 
rous, compaſſionate but how poor is 
language, when applied to the deſcrip- | 
tion of her worth, or my regard! 4 
you too, my beloved Julia, whoſe ehe- 
ritable hand fortunately extended, at Ib 
Vo. V. „„ moſt 


C05. 


moſt critical juncture, was the firſt ! in- 
ſtrument of Divine Mercy, in the renewal 
of life, friends, ſubſiſtence, and comfort, 
to the periſhing Selima, owe I not the 
moſt unbounded: MR eſteem, and 
love: 8 
Alas! am I ever to bewail the inſta- 
bility of human happingſs? Your let- 
ter, addrefſed to Mrs. Leſlie, is juſt ar- 
rived. Let me conjure you not to ſuffer 
any needleſs apprehenſions on my ac- 
count, to aggravate thoſe excited by a 
cauſe ſo much more momentous and i im- 
15 portant. Gracious Heaven preſerve to | 
you a parent, with whoſe tenderneſs you 
have been ſo lately bleſſed! or ſhould it 
be the Divine Will to deprive you of a 
comfort, which yet you can featcely 
| know how to eſtimate, may it ſupply 
you with ſtrength and fortitude to meet 
; the ſtroke without repining. 
It is now two days fince my revered 
friend removed me from the miſerable 
place in which The found me, to her 
hi by | own 


C32 


own elegant apartments. From a com. 5 
| parative view of preſent appearances with 
thoſe to which, through magy chearleſs 


months, I have been accuſtomed, I am 


| almoſt ready to imagine myſelf a little 
_ princeſs. Indeed, were it not for ſome 
indelible regrets, there would be very 
few, however exalted their ſituations, 


who might not look down with envy on 


my felicity. But, my Julia, do you 
think that the idea of the beloved friend, 
who 1s loſt to me for ever, can be totally 


eradicated by the affectionate kindneſs 


of her whom I have regained ? No, no, 


my friend, it is too deeply engraven on 
my heart for time itſelf, though it may 
ſoften, ever to efface the impreſſion; 

nor is the ghaſtly image of the noble. 
minded young man, whoſe life fell a 
facrifice to his benevolence, often abſent 
from my imagination, or infufficient in 
itſelf to teach me, that uninterrupted - 


bliſs is not attainable in this ſtate of im. 
perfection. But Heaxen guard me from 
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is a misfortune,” 
be my fate to deplore. 


4 


be ientitade of one murmuring Kd 

fation, at a criſis when its gracious mer- 
cies are tggming on my unworthy head! 
O! my Julia, what a rever 
has a very ſhort time exemplified in me, 
who but three days ago was periſhing 
for want of the commoneſt neceſſaries of 


e of fortune 


life, and am now poſſeſſed of no leſs 


than an income of five hundred pounds 
per annum! ſuch is the munificence of 
Mrs. Leſlie. © This very day has ſhe pre- 
ſented to me a moiety of that ſum, which 
ſhe: purpoſes immediately to ſecure to 
me for the term of her life, having no 
further diſpoſal of her eſtates, unleſs a 


law ſuit, now pending, happens to be 
decided in her favour. This however 
which 1 truſt it will not 


As for wealth, were not a fifth part | 


of ſo noble a proviſion, ſheltered as I 
hall be under the hoſpitable roof of my 
pbenefactreſs, ſufficient to gratify the moſt 

| extravagant wiſhes of my heart, they 
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would ſcarcely deſerve to be indulged. 


5 Mrs. Leflie endeavours to rally me out 


of the gravity of ſuch ideas, which ſhe 
_ fays. is owing only to the recency of my 


— afflitions, that time will not fail to re- 


ſtore the volatility of my diſpoſition, and 


that ſhe deſpairs not of ſeeing me enjoy 
the better part of my preſent fortune, 
without wiſhing me to neglect a proviſor 
againſt the poſlible contingencies of -fu- 


turity. At the ſame time, ſhe deprives 


me of the moſt rational method of ap- 
 propriating a part of her bounty, by 


* never ſuffering indigence to paſs her ob- 


ſervation unrelieved. Old Catherine is 


| comfortably provided for; and poor 
Mary is already here; and as, by the or- 
der of my * I am to have a 

male and female attendant, is to conti - 
nue with me in the capacity of a ſervant, 


but her falary will proceed from the ſame 
| ſource. 


When I wrote laſt, my tate was: "nn 
ſerable V beyond: ene, thought 
_e : SF, arrived 
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WI artived at that en to whit 1 8 
was deſtined to be reduced. But my 
dear protectreſs begins to chide me for 


treſpaſſing on her indulgence; therefore 
” _"_ TOY FO till W at . 


ar ka IN CONTINUATION. $9, 


lieve; - Generous — affectionate girl— 
Pars notwithſtanding the harſh decrees 


of fate, to Which! 15 have occafionally 6 
been ſubjected, no poor deſerted orphan 
ke 'myſelf was ever bleſſed with fo 
pany excellent friends as I have been. 


Wit to return to chat mort, but eyentfal, 


WO „„ F 
TE. + ay den, 


THE ner, — frond faſting 
ind 8 anxiety had taken poſſeſſion of mes 
when I addreſſed you for the laſt time 
from the houſe of the poor deceaſed Mrs. 
Craven, was too; uncontroulable to be Me 
-.concealed. Happily the knowledge of 
tit did not reach you, till you were en- 
abled to bear a parti in the concern, which X 
- you thought you had the power to re- 


„ ot: 
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7 of. my chequered Nasr with 
which you yet are unacquainted; Mrs. 
Crayen's brother and ſiſter inherited all 


her worldly goods, hat not any of her 


benignity of heart. 
Inſtead of paying me the little Tiny 
which; according to her _ in their 
preſence, I have not the ſmalleſt doubt 
but the bequeathed me—they made me 
pay to the utmoſt farthing, what was due 
to them for my lodging, without except- 
ing even the laſt night that I remained _ 
there, when a broken eaſy chair was 
the only ſubſtitute for a bed, which was 
left to reſt upon; but I ſhould gladly 
| have thrown myſelf upon the floor, to 
have poſtponed a removal, which with 
great feaſon I trembled io encounter. 
From. the time of my old friend's 
death,, Catherine, though ſhe ſtill con- 
tinued to fleep in the houſe, had her 
meals given her by ayperſon in a neigh- 
bouring ſtreet ; a cirgumſtaf 


ce in whick 


'L rejacody not only on her own account, Tt 


* 
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bub as it prevented her obſtrvidg the 


ſcantineſs of mine. This good creature 


had undertaken the ſettling of my future 


plans, and had done every thing the 


could to render them' comfortable as 
poſſible, helfore ſhe went to her new ſer-- 


vice: but alas! ſhe was ignorant of the 
_ extremity of poverty to which I was 


» 


reduced. The reaſon of her engaying 
a garret for me in a ſtreet ſo remote from 


that which we were about to quit, was 
its vicinity to thoſe people from whom © 
I might moſt prgbably obtain employee 
ment, and my inability to walk far in 
ſearch of it; beſides ſome trifling know- | 
ledge of the perſon to whom it belonged. 

Catherine waited on her new maſter 5 


on Sunday; and on the day Following, 
about noon, I undertbok my melancholy 


journey, with only one poor half-crown A 
. NOI in Has pocket, and without 


| vo : * ort c which rel ily wanted. 
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wicld me that ſup.” 


1 beljeve 5 


OE OO TP TY 
L 
* * . * 
v1 ene 
n 

* 8 ; 
Wir * * > 


x n e 
8 R * 


(9.3 Fn 


| 1 my ignorance of the town © 
prolonged my walk, and I ſuffered many 

- Impertinencies in the courſe of it, which 
did not tend to facilitate my progrels. 
At length, however, f 


bes With fainting ſteps and low 1155 


1 reached the end of it, and throwing 


myſelf on a leathern ſeat which luckily 


ſtood ready to receive me, breathleſs, and 


with ſo little command of ſpeech that 


it was ſome minutes before I could ar- 
| ticulate a reply to the, ungentle interro- 
5 gations with which I was addrefſed.—O ! ! 
 _ Julia, how will your heart bleed for me, 
though the. miſery is paſt, when I tell 
yu that three ſhillings and ſixpence, 
the weekly 1 rent of the room, which had a 
: been engaged for me, was demanded 
in advance, before 1 could be en 
bs take poſſeſſion of it. 


Indeed!“ exclaimed I faintly, 00 1 
have but this half crown in the world; ws; 
if you will accept of it in part, 1 will 
| Vor. * i 75 
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| try to get ſome work tomorrow, and pay 


you the remainder noneſtiy. I would 


not defraud any one, but it is very hard 
to periſh with cold and hunger i in the 
ſtreet.“ f 


O1 to be ſure,” returned the miſ. 
treſs of the houſe, © but it vould be a 


fine deal harder, T believes, for me, to 


keep all the beggars brats that comes 


here vith a vhining ſtory in their mouths. 


The room is fit for a more decenter per. 
ſon, let me tell you : a good feather-bed 
and ſtuff hangings to boot: fich a trull : 
as you vould bring it into an ill name; 
hy I ſhould not mind if I lied in it my- 


ſelf for a time and avay, Come, come, 


get about you? buſins, you are no bet- 


ter than you ſhould be, x on tell by 


your looks.“ 

And I had laid my ang upon the 
counter to raiſe me from my ſeat, in 
order to obey this cruel mandate, when 


her huſband graciouſly « condeſcended to 


take wy Pare, 5 


| Fi. OO 1 Day 
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8 Come FO ”” faid he, © do not 
turn th' poor wretch out o' doors, take 


the half crown, and let her have the 


lad's bed at vonce, he may fleep vith 
Z Timothy.” 
Hy 4 Vell, 1 care not,“ cried his wife, 
come 5 then, and I will ſhew you 


the vay. 


I heſitated not to crawl after. as 


wel as I was able, with a ſenſation of 
ratitude for this remiſſion of inhuma- 


pity, no leſs, ſincere than what true be. 


neficence could have excited, but of 4 
nature very different... 


No ſooner was I conducted to a cham. 


ber at the top of the houſe, already de- 
ſcribed to you by Mrs. Leflie, than 1 


availed myſelf of the opportunity to reſt 


my weaned limbs, and I cannot ſay the 
night, was entirely paſſed without ſome” 
intervals of ſleep, but they were of ſhort 


duration, and intefrupted by the moſt 


terrifying viſions, ſo that the morning. 


found me little recruited in ſpirits, and 


0a. 


- 
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fin weaker ! in body than 1 was the tay 150 


before; which is not ſurprizing, on con- 


e the hurry and fatigue I had un- , 


dergone, ſupported only by the trifling 


nouriſhment of bread and water. It 
was with great difficulty that! performed 


the taſk of getting on my clothes, yet, 


when it was completed, J made an effort 
to walk to the mercer's, in hopes of pro- 


curing an engagement, which it was 


not poſſible for me to have performed, 
but it was, as it were, a laſt ſtruggle for ; 
exiſtence, which I now know is of con- 


ſequence even to the moſt unhappy: 


but it was in vain; on the ſecond or 
third ſtep I dropped almoſt lifeleſs, and 


A hard-hearted woman? hearing a' noiſe 
upon the ſtairs, opened the door and 


| ſcolded me for diſturbing her child; 
but 1 ſupplicated her compaſſion, and at 
laſt ſhe was kind enough to fetch me a 
"draught of water, which revived me; 
| infomuch that I tottered back to the only 


alylum, wretched a as it was, Which the 
whole 
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whole world would then afford to one 


of the humbleſt of its creatures. From 


this time I have but a confuſed recol- 
lection of my own feelings, till the great 
chain of fortunate events firſt ſet in mo- 
tion by your letter, and perfected by the 
indefatigable care of that revered friend, 


who has reſtored to me every bleſſing | 


which was left for me to enjoy. 
My dear Julia, 1 fear I have been re- 


lating to you this diſmal tale at a very 
improper time. Lay it aſide if your 
mind is not able to endure it without 
ſhrinking. I would not. have troubled 


you with a repetition of paſt griefs, but 


I thought you would be diſpleaſed by 
the omiſſion, having always taken ſuch | 
an affeQionate intereſt inthe moſt trivial | 
_ occurrences of my life. 


1 hope I ſhall hear from you long be- 


85 this can arrive at Weſtburne. lodge. 
There is no deſcribing the anxiety I feel 
for the recovery of one on whom your 
telleity ſo imminently depends. 


0 45 Once 


08-3 
Once more conjure you not to ſuffer 
any fears for me to aggravate your con. 
cern; for, to borrow an expreſſion from 
an old nurſe, I begin to pick up. my 
 erumbs, and recover my ſtrength already; 
advantages which have not been a little 
promoted by taking the air daily, with 
Mrs. Leflie by my fide. She is now ac- 
auainted with every thing that has hap- 
pened to me fince our ſeparation, and, 
to my great aſtoniſhment, attributes all 
my ſufferings to the deceit and jealouſy 
of Mrs. Woodley. If the conjecture 
ſhould be well founded—what—but I 
vill ſtil} hope it is impoſſible. i 
That Mrs. Leſlie's letter, in queſt of : 
the poor fugitive, remained unanſwered, 
is eaſily to be accounted for by its date, 


which marked, I think, the very time 


when you were under the violent dif. 
_ pleaſure of your ſtep- mother. Th. 
Ale Digg ls at the door. Yours, 3 
unalterably, | LEST | 155 

SELIMA WORTHY, | 


(ts 7 


P. 8. I bare ventured to encloſe, with 


a heart overflowing with gratitude, your 


_ fortunate remittance, for which I have 


no longer occaſion ; and may no miſer- 


able orphan, diſtreſſed as I have been, 


ever know the want of ſo ineſtimable a 
friend. Do not be ſurprized at the 
black cement of this letter, which is 
correſpondent with my preſent dreſs: 


my ſurviving kind benefactreſs is not of- 


fended by this poor external teſtimony of 


a grieved heart, for the loſs, of that dear 
departed ſaint, for whom ſhe as truly 
mourns, or for that lamented ſtranger, 

who ſacrificed his life to dne mine 


from infamy and ruin. 
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Nr 
MES BLESS, 


My be else e 1 e at _ 
—_ of joy that ruſhes in upon my 


The fear that my preſent happi- 


915 3 is too exquiſite to be permanent, is 


a check upon the conſolation of my 


k heart, whoſe apes merit is a n 


« 75 ke the peace of all it loves 
% The baſis ot its own.“ | 


My father recovers faſt in ſpirits as 


well as in health, and can now happily 
review an event which has deprived him 


of a worthleſs woman, with the indif. 
ference 


© ” ) 
Sener it 'deſerves: a ſtate of mind 
which, before his illneſs, I grams; deſ- 
paired of his attainingg. 
Often have I expreſſed an opinion hat 
our deſtinies have been cloſely inter- 
woven; and has not almoſt every inci- 
dent of our lives, ſerved to validate the 
ſuppoſition ? 1 Vet, notwithſtanding the 
participation with which my fate in- 
dulges me in your felicity, I am half 
angry at your reception of the returning 
- gueſt; who, in ſpite of her caprice, has 
ſurely charms enough to' ſecure to her 
a gracious welcome whenever ſhe ap- 
pears. Fie! Selima, is this a moment 
"on a now heart or even for ap "Rn 


x? 


Ac 8 Trappiogs or the ſuits of woe * 105 po 


3 


Only abe with youdſell, and you wil oF 
candidly acknowledge, that ſuffering 
your mind to dwell ' principally on thoſe 
bleſſings which are irretrievable, favour 


. ſtrongly of ingratitude for thoſe merci- 


ful diſpenſations which you are permit« 


5 | a us 1 7 
ted to enjoy. You want not ſurely tc 
be reminded, that the cup of. happineſs 


op unmixed, is not nee a 


= Teſt wan ſhould fink benddth his preſent pain, 
Leſt man ſhould triumph in bis preſent joy; 

For him th' unvarying laws of Heaven orden, 

1 „Rope in is ills, and to his bliſs alloy.” Fe 


Were un nature unirerſally prone, 5 
5 like you, to pore upon the dark fide! of 
the leaf, a chearful countenance; would 


once in a century. 
Should Mrs. Leſlie 8 en * a 
juſt one, and I feel a ſtrong prepoſſeſſion 5 


that it will prove ſo, what will your fair 

| ladyſhip have to ſay to me for the many 
| | pretty rebukes with which I have been 
M  feverely laſhed, for the illibe 17 75 50 * 
= - BAC a raſh concluſion ? 
Muy father has not only nithanled: me 7 
do make Mrs: Leſlie! and yourſelf an in- 
vitation to Weſtburne-lodge, but ſeconds , 

i it n the moſt earneſt entreaties from 

| = Mt. 15 | himſelf. 


be a rara avis, not to be met wich vs 8 


0 55 5 
. Agreeable ſociety would un 
doubtedly be more beneficial to him 
than all the preſcriptions of the faculty. 
Surely you will not have the cruelty to 
_ refuſe to. oblige. him, and gratify your 
Julia with your company, when you re- 
flect how long it is ſince ſhe enjoyed the 
primary comfort of her youth. That 
dear, good woman, Mrs. Leſlie, cannot 
reſiſt ſolicitations, which tend ſo mate- 
rially to promote the happineſs bf a * 
low. creature. $3 445e7 4 
Write by the next poſt, I conjure you. 
Do not keep me in ſuſpenſe, and thereby 
be anſwerable for the only oppreſſion 
which vet adheres to the heart of your 


JULIA WESTBURNE» 
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MISS WESTBURNE. 
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Efow are 564 miltaken, Julia. in the 
character of your friend !—I ungrateful 
for the mercifpl diſpenſations which are 
| laviſhed on me! I poring principally on 
the dark ſide of the leaf! Diſcard the 
unjuſt idea, I beſeech you. I thought 
| you were better acquainted with my dif. 
poſition: but it is no wonder, that the 
gloomy tints, which adverſity has of 
late caſt over it, ſhould have obliterated 
its natural traits from your recollection. 
Do not think that I would willingly 
L embitter the cup of happineſs, which 
once 


bh 


once again preſents itſelf to my lips— 
No, you know I am no friend to. affec- 
tation of any kind; but of all the va- 

rious ſpecies of it, there is none which 
ſo particularly excites my diſguſt as the 
= 2 of fine e No: : 


a * Be it my plan to live as merry as Vo 5 
Life's barren vale with flowers t' adorn, | 
0 : And 18884 a roſe from ev IF thorn.” 


Fet 10 own that 1 'poleſs not es en- 
viable apathy which alone could enable 


me to * that 


« Such things were, 
44 And were moſt _”” i be 


But to 3 chis n fub- 


ject for one which I flatter myſelf will 
be more exhilarating to your mind, be 


it known to you then, that on Monday 
fortnight you may expect a viſit from 
your old ſchool-fellow, but not accom- 
panied by Mrs. Leſlie, DEE 7 . 
„„ 7 Do 


5 22 3 

Do not be angry, when I acknow- | 
a that I tremble at the thoughts of 
another ſeparation. from her. Only con- 
ſider the conſequences of the laſt, and 
you cannot be ſurprized at my- weak- 
neſs. No other earthly inducement 
could have prevailed with me to have 


abſented myſelf from her; but you di- 


vide my heart between you, and it was 
her own wiſh that I ſhould accept your 
invitation. That tender affection, which 
is too frequently attended by a degree 
of painful anxiety, has created an idea 
that there is a neceſſity for me to change 
the air, an idea which gives me much 
concern, as it only ſerves to diſtreſs a 
mind whoſe eaſe is far dearer to me 

than my own; whilſt I am fully ſenſible 
that it has no other foundation whatever 

than a too-tremulous anxiety for my 
welfare. Having accidentally caught a 
little cold laſt week, and a trifling cough 
being its natural attendant, my dear 
Suardian 
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guardian (for chat is che appellation by 


which ſhe chooſes to be diſtinguiſhed) 


has unfortunately encouraged a notion, 


that it is of an alarming nature; where- 
fore ſhe obliges me to drink aſs's milk, 


and actually purſue the regimen of a 
perſon in the firſt ſtage of a conſump- 


tion, whilſt I am really aſtoniſhed, that 
my conſtitution has encountered fo many 


ſevere attacks, without ſuſtaining any 
more apparent injury than it has done. 
J do not wiſh to deceive. you, when 1 
declare, that, notwithſtanding a meagre, 


pale face, 1 feel myſelf inwardly well, 
and do not deſpair, with the good nurſ- 
ing I now experience, to. chaſe away all 
theſe ugly chimeras, with a pair of fat, 


blooming cheeks, in a fortnight.” 


. And may Heaven eſtabliſh the cre- 
dit of your prophetic genius!“ cried the 


good lady by my fide, on my inadver- 
_ tently repeating the laſt ſentence as 1 
wrote it": = 


cu) 


15 Thank you, thank you, my dear £ 


Madam,“ returned I, “for your kind 


prayer; but not for that u gly fish by 
Which it was accompanied.“ 


„ And why not?” ſaid ſhe, © it was 
_ equally the offspring of my affeQion.”” 
May be ſo; but it was a brat that 
I would have ſtifled in the birth without 
_ remorſe, notwithſtanding,” ſaid I: fo I 
laid down my pen to rally her into bet- 
ter ſpirits. I always feel an impulſe to 
de melancholy when ſhe is ſo; but ne- 
ver fail to exert every effort to reſiſt its 
influence; and am often happy enough 
to rout an enemy which would lay heavy _ 
contributions on us both; but I have 
not ſaid a word of the diſſipation * | 
which I have been engaged. 


Would you believe, that I have once 


more ventured within the doors of a 
play-houſe, under different patronage 
though from that with which I made my 
| if PETS there. Mrs. Leſlie, who 1 


believe 


r 
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beliave thinks I have wept enough dur- 1 
ing the laſt half year, to ſerve for my 
whole life, thought it proper to avoid 


the heart · rending woes of the tragic 
muſe, and judiciouſly ſelected the choiceſt 
treat certainly that her lively ſiſter has 


to boaſt in her whole ſtock of mirth-in- 
ſpiring nonſenſe; but as many wiſe 


plans are marred in the execution, ſo 


* in this the good lady was diſappointed 


in her conſiderate deſign. She went, 
as you perceive, predetermined that I 
ſhould: not weep : but mark the differ- 


ence of the event—Love makes a Man, 
with the whimſical after. piece of The 


Farmer, made up the amuſements of the 
evening; and the matchleſs Arollery of 


Munden, in the character of Don Lewis 
and Jemmy Jumps, provoked my riſi- 


bility ſo immaderately, that the tears 


actually flowed. from my. eyes. I was 


half aſhamed of myſelf, and well aware 
of the vulgarity of having ſo little com- 
wand over the emotions of the mind; 
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but no matter. I think I have earned the 
indulgence, and I only hope ſuch deli- 

_ cate perſons/as are too refined to laugh, 
when they are delighted, may be ſpared 


the ſenſibility to ſhrink at the cold hand 


of affliction, ſhould it a to ou 
upon their heads. 


T have been at a private concert ado; 


? and even took a part in the performance, 
to the amount of ſtrumming over one 
of Handel's concertos on the harpſi- 
chord. O! Julia, I ſhall make ample 
amends for loſs of time when we meet. 
Mrs. Leſlie, ever ſtudious of promoting 
my pleaſure, has purchaſed for me a 
charming inſtrument, and I practice 
pretty well at preſent: IJ found my fin. 
gers at firſt very clumſy and aukward in 
the execution of a difficult leſſon 
they grow more pliant every day; and 
' as for my voice, I believe no raven ever 
had a clearer; but I will get quit of this 
tireſome cough. and hoarſeneſs with all 
0 * eden, and bring a well- 


, but 


tuned 


all 
U. 
ed 
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tuned pipe to ſing duets with my Julia, 
as T once was uſed to do. But to return 
to my ſubject: our little muſical party was 
at the houſe of a Mr. and Mrs. Poyntz, 
who, with their daughter, an only child, 
and a Colonel Audley, brother to the 
lady, were our companions at the thea- 
tre: they became acquainted with my pa- 
troneſs abroad, and ſeem to be deſery- 
ing of ſuch a friend. Can they be ho- 
noured with a higher panegyric from 
my pen? yet, if I miſtake not, the Co- 
lonel will ſcarcely feel himſelf fatisfied 
with that title. You are not the firſt | 
_ perſon to whom I have ventured to dil. 


cloſe this opinion, and a hearty laugh, 


with an unaffected ſurprize, were ex- 
cited by the idea, With what ſort of a 
reception a confirmation of it from bet- 
ter authority might be favoured, is not 
for me to conjecture, but nous verrons. 
0 They are both amiable, and there is ap- 


parently little diſparity either in years, 


| Amen, or fortune. Whatever may 
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be the be, it is ſure to be founded 
on judgment and good ſenſe ; and grant, 
kind Heaven! that the reſult of it may 
be, if not an augmentation, at leaſt no 
_ diminution, of felicity. * ba 
Here have I ſcribbled over two ſheets | 
py paper without once mentioning a 
piece of news, with which you muſt be 
acquainted before I can poſſibly con- 
clude; though, were it likely to teaze _ 
you as much as it has done me, you | 
would have no reaſon to thank: me for 
the communication. 
As we were taking a drive chreithh - 
Hyde Park, on 'Tueſday morning, a gen- 
teel young man, in deep mourning, can- 
tering careleſsly along, ſuddenly checked 
his horſe on coming up to the carriage, 
and, locking full in my face, identified 
the perſon and features of my quondam 
friend Mr. Saunders; on which I in- 
conſiderately bowed; and the confuſion, 
with which he received this little, com- 
mon courteſy; firſt reminded me of the 
impropriety 


* 


e 


3 '- impropriety of noticing a man, of whoſe 


character and connexions I had witneſſed 
ſo many unfavourable appearances. 
This incident did not paſs without 


_ awakening the curioſity of my quick- . 
ſighted companion, who failed not to 


rally me on the adventure of the planet- 
ſtruck knight; but I told her immedi- 


_ ately who he was, and aſked her advice 


as to my conduct in future, ſhould 
chance ever more take a fancy to throw 
him in my way; to which ſhe replied, 
that it was a maxim with her, never to 


& countenance actions which ſhe deſpiſed, 
and that ſhe thought, avoiding all ac- 


quaintance whatever with a profeſſed 
libertine was a duty which every modeſt 
woman owed to herſelf: © beſides,” 
continued ſhe, © this fellow may be the 
Lord knows who. You are not certain 
that you know his real name any more 
than his family; he may be a highway- 
man, a pick-pocket, a gambler : in ſhort, 
ks can be nothing deſpicable in his 
character 
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| charger which your knowledge of An 
may not permit you to ſuſpect. ?? 


Very true, ſaid I, perfectly and 


ble of the juſtice, though rather hurt, 1 
\ confeſs, at the ſeverity, of the remark, 
' which I thought was greater than the 
object of it. deſerved. Whatever may 
have been his behaviour to ſome Wo- 
men, to me it was always not only un. 
exceptionable, but friendly and reſpet= | 
ful; yet, as I had nothing to plead, e. 
| cept this one partial merit in his vindi- | 
cation, I found myſelf obliged to acqui-- 
eſce in his condemnation ;. and although 
when, to my great aſtoniſhment, I met 
him in the evening following at the con- 
cert, I could not help rejoicing to ſee 


him in ſo creditable a circle, I ſtrictly 
adhered to the injunctions I had received, 


and indeed found no difficulty in the 


taſk, for a ſort of conſciouſneſs. of paſt 


errors ſeemed to throw a reſtraint upon : 
his manners, and ſo far from addrefling 
5 himſelf to me, he did not once offer to 
Join 
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days, muſt be a curioſity indeed. 


F join in any converſation i in which I hap-. 


pened to take a part; but the good Co- 
lonel, who viſited us this morning, re- 
lieved me from the painful neceſſity of 
treating with contempt one, whom I 


_ own, in ſpite of circumſtances, I feel a 
ſtrong propenſity to eſteem. 


I had a huge inclination,” ſaid he, 
as he took his ſeat, to have brought 


a friend along with me, but his extreme 
modeſty proved an inſurmountable ob. 


ſtacle to his happineſs.” 

* Bleſs me!” exclaimed my guardian, 
« what is the name pray of this extra- 
ordinary phenomenon? A young man 
of faſhion, governed by modeſty in theſe 
I wiſh 
you had brought him with you with all 
my heart.” 


I faid N It inſtantly Grotte 


to me, that Mr. Saunders was the gen- 


tleman alluded to, till, for a moment, I. 
thought myſelf undeceived vy the Co- 
lonel's wy 
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40 His n name is Edward Merry,” re- 


turned he; © he is a young man of an 


excellent heart, a fine fortune, and good 


think I durſt have encouraged the poor 


fellow to flatter himſelf, that an inex- 
orable mind could not lurk beneath an 
exterior of ſuch ſweetneſs and 80 


nity.“ 


60 0 Lord, fir? cried 1, luckily 1 re- 
collecting 
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family; but, through ſome little, adven - 
titious circumſtances, ariſing from an 
ill directed education, he has been pre- 
cipitated into errors, under the diſrepu- 
table garb of which it was his misfor- 
tune to become acquainted with Miſs 
Worthy, a circumſtance which he moſt 
feelingly laments, as it precludes ' the 
hope of renewing an enjoyment which 
it has taught him properly to eſtimate. 
Diffidence is undoubtedly an herb of 
grace, and not of very common growth 
at preſent : therefore I did not wiſh to 
plant preſumption in its room, or I 
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„ Come,“ ſaid hs; keg my hats; 


Y you are ſuperior to affeQation, Iam : 
® . ſure, Tell me "honeſtly ; now, if you 
have charity enough to pardon the tran. 


ſient errors of the fictitious - Mr. Saun- 


ders, in the Fs: of a un . 125 


nh”: * 
As 1 turned my eyes upon my guar- , 
dian, before 1 preſumed to anſwer this 


addreſs, . Yes, yes,“ ſaid ſhe, with one 


of her expreſſive ſmiles (on my con- 


ſcience I do not wonder at the Co- 


lonel's partiality; were I a man, I 
ſhould be a thouſand times more in love 
with her than with ever a pretty flirt of 


the million:)—“ Yes, yes,“ faid ſhe, 


« J will take upon myſelf the taſk, of 
anſwering for my ward in this inſtance. 
I think I may pronounce, that it is not 
in her nature to be unmerciful to a re- 
pentant finner. Pray introduce the gen- 
tleman to me tomorrow: 1 haye no 
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quarrel with him, you know; and the 
friendſhip, with which you honour him, 
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leaves no doubt Nas his a ard our o* 
1 elteem. “ wk by 
Was not this deugbtkal? The com- fo 
f lien was felt in the very citadel of th 
the heart, and called forth ſuch an illu- Y 
mination in the windows | TIP 8 q 
To be ſure, I did not ſeize the occa- ve 
ſion to dart a wicked glance towards u} 
another quarter, which was not unſuc- ri 
ceſsful in its aim, if I may judge from : 
che conſcious glow that it conjured into tl 
the guilty cheek : yet, for all this ocular v 
demonſtration, the detected will not ac- a 
knowledge the detection. But, when- 0 


ever 1 give the reins to my foolery, ſhe 
cries, Pſhaw! you filly chit, do be 
quiet, and ceaſe to ridicule an old wo- 
man; but without being angry; for 
the raft know herſelf too well. to ue 
Nene ſuch an impulſe. 
The tenderneſs of the heart is fine | 
game for me; for it is that in which 1 
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am in leaſt danger of ous foiled at * 
own weapons. 
1 think I need not add any 2005 


forcible arguments to convince you, 


that my ſpirits are tolerably recruited. 
Vet, were not their tranquillity fre- 
quently interrupted by moments of ſe- 


vere regret, could you lay your hand 


upon your heart, and declare that I me- 
rited its continuance ? _ 
The cauſe-of Mrs. Leſlie's declining 


the acceptance of your invitation is this 
vile law-ſuit, which detains her, much 
- againſt her will, in the metropolis. The 
object of litigation, I believe, is not a 


matter of any great conſequence, other. 
wiſe than being the only part of her 


portion (having no children) which ſhe 


could diſpoſe of at her death; I am not 


inſenſible, therefore, of the kind motive 
of her aſſiduity in the buſineſs. It is 


her preſent intention, when this trouble. 


ſome matter is a little more in train, to 


Join me at Weſtburne lodge, and ſpend 
„ a few 


LO LY 


a few days with you, before ſhe FOR 
to Bath, where ſhe purpoſes Pafing 1 
remainder of the Winter.. 

I ſhall expect a line from you yet, bo 
fore I ſee you, in return for which I 
truſt you will accept the perſonal ac- 
| Kknowledgments of your ever een 
. _ affectionate 5 | 
| 8ELIMA WORTHY. 
Þ. 8. I have got the rhiming mania 
upon me again, and have actually been 
ſeribbling an invocation to the goddeſs 
of health; ſo you ſee I am not to blame, 
if, inſtead of the ſubſtance, you ſhould 
by ſtartled by the ſhadow only of your 
old friend; but never mind —whilſt the 
| ſhadow retains a heart, it will never ceaſe 
to beat to the old tune compoſed from 
the wild notes of artleſs childhood, in- 
nocence, and love. ee 


1 
AN INVOCATION TO HEALTH. 


FAIR Hygeia! ſource and fountain 
Of this tranſient world's-delights ;_ 
Thou, whoſe pow'rs, all woe ſurmounting, 
Bleſs our days, and calm our nights: 
In afflition's ample quiver 
Rend'ring each envenom'd dart 
Pointleſs, and unable ever 
Deep to wound thy guarded heart. 


Health ! thou only ſolid bleſſing 
Which frail mortals here-enjoy ; 
What is wealth, not thee poſſeſſing, 

But an empty, gilded toy? 


01 return, inconſtant rover— 

Let me woo thee to my breaſt.; 
Grateful ſmiles my face ſhall cover, 

Jo receive the welcome gueſt. 

Come, with roſy bloom adorning, _ 
Animate my pallid cheek; 5 "ap 

As the glorious rays of morning | . 
Through the clouds ciumphane beak, we 


Fortitude herſelf ſuſtaining, = NES 
All the tribe of pain controul; | 
Ev'ry anxious thought reſtraining, 
Shed thy balſam o'er my ſoul, 


7 his weak frame, no more deferting, 5 
From calamity defend; _ 1 7 1041 
b ry threaten'd blow averting, 
Be wy A og: e end, 
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WESTBURNE- LODGE. 


Arn batiag a night of more re- 
poſe at S-—, than our doleful parting 
ſeemed to promiſe, I aroſe with Aurora, 
and purſued my journey in much better 

ſpirits than it was commenced. Your | 
advice was not thrown away upon me: 
I vigorouſly combated the diſmal ideas 
of our former ſeparation all the way, 
and endeavoured only to contemplate 
_ . thoſe fairer proſpects, which have taken 
their ſtation before my eyes. Should 
"oy ever be ſullied by a melancholy re- 
ne 


ter 


ur 
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ive 


troſpective thought, attribute it to the 

weakneſs of my nature, and not to the 
murmuring diſpoſition of my mind. 
No, my dear madam; ſenſible as I am, 


alas! that no ſigh can recal or benefit 


the beloved friends who are loſt to me 


for ever, ſuch an unavailing memorial 


of affliction ſhall never voluntarily be ſuf. 
fered to diſtreſs the boſom of her whoſe 
| happineſs I may now flatter myſelf it 
will be my conſtant e to ſtudy 
to promote. 


I wiſh you had witneſſed Julia s ſur. 


prize, as ſhe folded me in her arms 


« Is this the ſhadow—Are theſe the 
pallid cheeks,“ exclaimed ſne, that I 
have been threatened to behold? God 


de praiſed?” with hands uplifted, and 
eyes ſtreaming with tears of joy and 
thankfulneſs; . all our ſufferings are 
over, and my Selima will live to be the 
pride and comfort of her friends. 
The fine, froſty air, in which I had 
travelled, had BY. me a colour in ad- 


dition 


K 


dition to che glow of delight which this 
 long-wiſhed-for meeting muſt have dif- 
fuſed over my countenance; and I verily 


believe, the dear girl, from your appre- 


henſions, Which 1; had related to her, 
N expected to ſee nothing more than the 


ghoſt of my former ſelf. No ſooner 
had I ſtepped out of the chaiſe than ſhe 

' eagerly ſeized me by the arm, and, car- 
rying me to her father, who was of the 


lawn before the houſe, 


„ Give me leave, fr” id 118 ith 
an air of friendly exultation, < to intro- 
duce to you Miſs Selma Worthy, that 
beloved companion of my youth, for 
whom I have experienced ſo much 


heartfelt miſery and ſupreme delight. 
As for the latter, let this moment 
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vant, madam, ſaid Mr. Weſtburne, 
formally interrupting the lively ſally of 
** animated Pe L hope you f 
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have had a Pat journey, and hat 


s you. left your friends well in town.“ 


To which I bowed aſſent, and og | 
the compliment by congratulations on 
his own recovery, and good wiſhes for 


the perfect re-eſtabliſhment of his health; 
in which, I ſoon perceived, I had had 


the good fortune to hit upon an inex- 
 hauſtible topic. Poor man! how cruelly 
he is tormented with imaginary evils! 
I have been uſed to wonder that the fa - 
ther of Julia could ever be indifferent 


to the perfections of ſuch a child; but 
I now confeſs my aſtoniſhment is much 


abated ; for how is it poſſible properly 
to unte what we are not ka to un- 


derſtand ? 


1 could not had 8 W 1 


. appearance and behaviour of Mr. Saun- 


ders wrought a change in your ideas of 


his character, of which J confeſs I am 
inclined to think more favourably than. 
paſt occurrences would juſtify; but 1 

need not have doubted the kindneſs of 
9 his 


Pg 
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Ado! reception under the patronage—but 
mum -I ſee how you are torturing 
your features to metamorphoſe the na- 
tural ſmile, which would play about 
your lips, into a reproving frown : but it 


will not do. You have often ſaid you 


delighted in my ſaucineſs, and therefore 
I not only indulge, but even cheriſh, the 
playfulneſs of my nature; but if ever 
you ſhould ſee it in danger of outſtep- 

ping its proper limits, have the kindneſs | 
to correct it before it has offended. _ 
F Adieu, my dear madam : I know your 
" generous / .confideration, of which the 
ſmalleſt! portion is always allotted to 
yourſelf, will find an excuſe for the bre- _ 
vity of this epiſtle, and at the ſame time 
intimate to you how much my peace 
of mind Capes: on | the Oey: of 
yours, 1 
M.iſs ener e ahi bob af. 
clone regard may be united with 
TTY te en love and gratitude of your #59 
704 SELINA WORTHY, © 
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danger in giving a free ſcope to the in- 
nocent cheerfulneſs which nature has 
implanted in your diſpoſition, and which 
happily the cruel hand of adverſity, 
though it has rudely checked, has not 
Ks from its native ſoilll. 


Selima, to be moſt perfectly agrecable 


. : 


9 


innumerable charms: But forgive an 
WS HRS 5 attempt 


Bx as ſaucy as you pleaſe: fear no 


to me, you muſt be moſt perfectly your- 
ſelf, unreſtrained and undiſguiſed. Diſ- 

fimulation or affectation could never 

lend you one, but might deprive you of 


* 


tw); 


attempt to warn you againſt enemies 
from whom your own underſtanding is 
ſo ample a ſecurity. It is from nurtured 
grief that I apprehend the moſt danger. 
ous conſequences to your health and 
ſpirits; but I flatter myſelf J am in poſ- 
ſeſſion of a ſovereign antidote to the ra- 


vages of one deſtructive worm, which 
has, I think, aſſiſted much in preying 
ſecretly upon that damaſk cheek. Ad- 
| mire the forbearance with which I ſtood | 
the fire of your rffillery—naturally con- 
| ſidering it as merely the production of 


your own prolific brain, when I had ſo 


open a field for retaliation: but whilſt I 
fiuſtained no injury from the artillery of 
pour wit, «I felt not ſufficient provoca- 


tion to make repriſals, which I knew 
F penetrate to the very heart of an 


dverſar already vanquiſhed by a ſub- 
tler foe. But to quit this ' metaphor 
8 nilitaire, for my choice of which you 
will be apt to account perhaps, be it 

5 en to {ad that I diſcovered with a 
Ann 91 deep 


Py = ,” 
* 
8 * 


T's). 


deep concern, the tender partial which 
the inſinuating manners of Mr. Saunders 
had effected in your mind; a mind 
which, from former ee ee I had 
XZ reaſon to ſuppoſe not particularly ſuſ- 
= ceptible toſuch impreſſions, and in which 
l therefore apprehended it would prove 


proportionably laſting, From the mo- 
#38 ment that you related to me that part of 

15 your hiſtory in which you were intro- 
5 : duced to his acquaintagce, I appre- 
= hended it. Need I ſay wherefore? My 

f . child was threatened with an afflition 

? _ MF which I knew not how to mitigate or pre- 
4 vent, that of ſuffering a paſſion, which, 
* IM without an act of indiſcretion, had no 
3 apparent proſpect of gratification. This 
5 Vas the true cauſe of my harſh reply to 


our application in the Park; the cauſe | 
too of my earneſtly urging you to the 
immediate acceptance of your friend's 
invitation, precluded even as I was | 
from the pleaſure of accompanying you; 2 f 
and by the ſame cauſe is ny heart now 
Vor. IV. F exhilarated 


(46) 


 exhilarated cpu the promiſed 140. 
ration of tranquillity to yours. 
The pleaſure I experienced, when firſt 
- undeceived i in the character of the man 
who is the poſſeſſor of your affections, 
is now completed by the knowledge that 
he not only merits the regard with which 
he is diſtinguiſhed, but returns it in the 
warmeſt and moſt diſintereſted manner. 
Colonel Audley waited on me this 
morning, with his friend's propoſals, in 
form, which were ſuch as fully denoted 
the fervency and ſincerity of the paſſion 
you have inſpired, as well as the libe- 
- rality of his principles ; liberality I think 
I may venture to pronounce, far exceed- 
ing the moderation of your wiſhes. But 
as your approbation; I am certain, is 
not to be tenable by acres of land, or 
ſkins of parchment, this is a part of the 
| treaty on which it is unneceſſary to 
* dwell at preſent; 1 ſhall therefore only | 
hint to you, that your Strephon waits | 
but for your permiſſion, to caſt a more 
* a 
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arenable object at your feet, having x 
ſufficient acquaintgnce with Mr. Wett- 
burne to authorize the viſit 
In compliment to your extraordinary 
foreſight, I ſhall now candily acknow- 
= ledge, that this friendly negociation 
hn proved a preliminary to one which ſerved 
do verify your predictions. 89 
„ And now, my dear Mrs. Leſlie,” 
ſaid my reſpected viſitor, taking my hand, 
and depriving me of a pinch of ſnuff, | 
which I was obliged to throw from my 
fingers on this tender addreſs, for which 
I was altogether unprepared—* Having, 
I hope, performed the duty of a friend 
to the utmoſt of my abilities, and I flat- 
ter myſelf not without ſome proſpect of 
ſucceſs,” permit me” —but I will not de- 
ſtroy your preſcience in an inſtant, by 
= = depriving it of all further ſubſiſtence ; 
on the contrary, I ſhall make the moſt 
of this opportunity to revenge myſelf 
for the lly inuendos of a a girl, by 
8 3 EY leaving 
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leaving her on the renter-hooks of eu- | 


rioſity. e 
Vet, my fweet ward, though the li- 


ceence of raillery i is (and may it remain) 
f reciprocal between us, I join fervently 
in your wiſh, that it never may be in- 


dulged to the detriment of one ſerious 
comfort on the part of either; and to 
that end I conjure you to dalſeve; that 
to whatever changes or viciſſitudes my 
ſituation may be ſubje&, my mind never 
can be leſs attached or attentive to your 
intereſt - than at the preſent moment, 


hen it conſtitutes the only value of my 


life; but as you will probably be mar- 


ried before me, that conſideration will 5 


have loſt its weight. 


Vou have found out, that Mr. W— ” 
is no Solomon, I perceive ; I believe 
there is nothing very extraordinary in 


the diſcovery : I confeſs it is one that T 


made on a very trifling acquaintance' 


with him, yet I think you will acquit 


=; of * ever expreſſed * opinion 
on 


< wage 2 It? Hh >. * 2 n . 5 8 
SR -A 2 2 EP 5 5 
JJ. L 


. 49 „ ö 

on the ſubject. I avs not a ditponttbn 
to extract any amuſentent from the foi- 
bles or infirmities of Human nature, and 
from what I can derive no pleaſure my- 
ſelf, I never expect to yield any in the 
communication of it to another. 4 
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4 | word to the wiſe is enough.” You un- 
5 de'errſtand lam ſure, and will forgive, the 
t = leffon it contains. Pray remember me 
y reſpectfully to this paubre malade ima- 
* ginaire, who is no leſs an object of com- 
* _paſſion, be aſſured, for his fancied than 
t, his real diſorders, as they are Equally 
y the produce of ſome internal caulgs- 
. Neglect not to write to me by tt 
1 turn of the poſt. Have ſome commiſe. 
* ration for the ſtate of your lover's pa- 
To tience, if you will not allow that your 
6 own is more than commonly ſenſitive i in 
— an inſtance which ſo nearly concerns 
| the happinefs of both. 


To Miſs Weſtburne ſay every thing 
for me that your own elteem for her 
f F 3 * can” 
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=: ſuggeſt : as for yourſelf, I truſt my ac- 
tions will expreſs, far beyond the force 
| of lauguage, how much I am your 
devoted friend. 1 
CAROLINE LESLIE, 
il | 
5 | 8 05 | | 
| | 
| 
| | | LETTER 
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 SELIMA | 


ro 


- 


MRS. LESLIE, 


1 Tur amazement, in which I am 
= plunged by the contents of your letter, 
ſcarcely leaves me the power of anſwer- | 
ing it according to your requeſt. ; 
The tender partiality, which the ink. 
5 nuating manners of Mr. Saunders have 
 effefted in ny mind“ Believe me, I en- 
= treat, I beſeech you, my revered, my 
beloved patroneſs, whilſt I am ready to - 
admit, that the manners of Mr. Saun- 
ders (Mr. Hervey I ought to fay) to- 
apt me, have been invariably thoſe of 
* and a friend, they have 
| ever 


ever been, and ever will be, incapable 4 
effecting any other impreſſion on my 
mind, than what is the genuine offspring 
of eſteem and good will.—As for love, 
though utterly inſenſible of the paſſion 
it denotes, have I not reaſon to ſhudder 
at a word, which has been the oſtenſible 
5 cauſe of all my ſufferings, and which 
now appearing under the dignified pa- 
tronage of your hand, ſeems to have 
re-aſſumed all its former terrors? Vet 
ſurely I ſhall not want the benign medi- 
ation of a Leſlie to alleviate the ſeverity 
of her own commands. No, madam, 
it is not my part to oppoſe, but to ſub- 
mit implicitly to, your judgment, what- 
ever it may decree. I will never more 
be the victim of diſobedience; if it be 
your irrevocable will that I muſt marry. 
E be it ſo—my life is at your diſpoſal 
Yet if you knew how:T tremble while 1 
write Pray forgive me, and do not af- 
cribe to perverſeneſs, this perhaps un- 
e repugnance to entering into 
79 e 2 ſtate, 
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XX a ſtate, which I revere, and to which I 
believe the extremes of earthly happi- 
neſs and miſery equally belong. I hope 
_ in any other inſtance, I have not evinced 
5 the ſame inflexibility of temper; but 
= without a better earneſt of felicity than 
indifference can preſent, I would not 
brave the dangers of a ſtate in which no 
mediocrity of comfort was ever found 
to be the partner of a throne—not for 
any conſideration whatever, except the 
© preſervation of your regard. | 
= Once more, I ſubmit myſelf to your 
will—but if I am to be condemned— * 
leave me not in apprehenſion of the ſen- 
= tence, that I may learn reſignation to a 
fl | fate which your word muſt make inevi- 
table But ſpare me, yet a while, an 
interview with one, whom as a friend I 
can eſteem, but as a lover, I fear, I muſt 
ever regard as an object of b 
able diſguſt. | 
Bewildered, as are my thoughts at pre- 
ſent, by this threatened blight of my 
reviv ved | 


| il BN revived happineſs—the CREW augmen- 
| | 3 tation of yours is a gleam of pleaſure to 
| my heart—Surely it could not be con- 
taminated by the continuance of mine— 
| But I had determined not to be impor- 
j | tunate, but with all humility to remain, 
| 9 


 - whilſt I have life and reaſon, your grate- 
i ful and ee obedient, 
SELIMA WORTHY, 


[| | . 8. Mr. Weſtburne's ſpirits are im- 
proving daily, a change which Julia 
kindly attributes to the little addition my 
arrival has made to his ſociety, for he 
keeps up no intercourſe with the a 
ae nn : | 
| 4 
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"LETTER EIN: 


MRS. LESLIE 
To. 


© SELIMA. 


Wu | of all the characters which 
have ever come within my obſerva- 
tion, yours is, without exception, the 
moſt undefinable. I am wonderfully 
- miſtaken if you have any violent objec- 
_ ti8n to a little flirtation with an agree- 


able young man; yet ſhould the moſt. 
approved trifler degenerate i into a ſerious 


admirer, he immediately becomes the 


- pe of your averſion and diſguſt. 
Methinks, as you are ſo peculiarly 
ee from the attacks of this deſtruc- 


tive malady, and therefore cannot, like 


the 


—_—_— 


1%) 


the viper, be a remedy for the 83 
vou have inflicted, it is your duty to ad- 
vertiſe all thoſe, whom it may concern, 
of their danger, inſtead of ereilt 
decoying them into the ſnare. 

Jeſting apart, I really grieve that 1 
have been the cauſe, though but of a 
_ tranſitory palpitation of your heart, un- 
accountable as it is. 
Ho couldithe idea ever find admiff on 
into your brain, that I could be ſo blind 
to my own intereſt, as to wiſh you to 
marry from any other motive, than the 
promotion of your own happineſs ; of 
the beſt method for the ſecurity of which, 

I have the humility to allow that you are 
the beſt judge? M. 
You know that. life 1s precious, and 
although I have been bleſſed with forti- 
tude to ſtruggle through innumerable 
misfortunes without any apparent injury 


to my conſtitution, yet from the common 


courſe of nature, it is moſt probable, 
that you will ſurvive me many years, a 
| _ 
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period, for which] at the beſt, I tall 


not be able to provide according to my 


hold you ſettled in a ſtate of permanent 


independence and connubial happineſs, 


I ſhall never deſire you to facrifice the 
happineſs of the preſent moment, by 


way of guarding againſt the poſſible 
contingencies of the future: therefoge. 


a with, —Yet, though I confeſs it would 
give me inexpreſlible ſatisfaction to be- 


from this time, ſave only en h 2 dinage, 1 | 


= abjure the ſubje& ; unleſs, as a ſecgngary 


exception indeed, inſtead of your lady- 


ſhip, it ſhould happen to relate entirely 


to myſelf, or the admirer of my youth 
and beauty; for I have no inſurmounta- 


ble abhorrence to the name of a lover, 
believe me. I have no notion that it is 


neceſſary to deteſt a man, becauſe his 


affection for me is ardent and ſincere; 


no tender ſpeeches had ever paſſed be- 


Vol. IV. G 
. 


and as for the Colonel and myſelf, we 
are juſt upon as amicable terms as if 


tween us; nor are we one ſtep nearer 
matrimony, 
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- matrimony, than if 0 ſuch romantic 


project had been in contemplation on 
the part of either. So your kind wiſhes 


arxe not likely to prevail to the full ex- 
tent of your meaning; but if they ſuc- 
ceœed fo far as to enſure me the continu- 


ance of the comforts I enjoy at preſent, 


I ſhall have ſufficient cauſe for thankful- 
neſe and the ſureſt way to render them 
effeQtual, is to baniſh the melancholy | 
which ſtill preys upon your ſpirits, 
though you endeavour by a veil of forced 

_  chearfulneſs to conceal the intruder from 
the obſervation of your friends. 


The death of Mrs. Anne Aubrey was 


undoubtedly!'a blow with which it was 
not in your nature to be unaffected: 
nor could 1 have loved you, had your 
heart been capable of ſuch ingratitude. 
She was our common benefaQreſs : my 
affection and veneration for her memory 
are no leſs than equal to your own : 
yet, whilſt the virtues of our departed 


friends ſhould render them ever dear to 
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our recalletion;” we mould derive con- 


ſolation from the certainty, that in out 


loſs is the completion of their felicity. 
As I told you before, the Colonel and 
l are as friendly as ever; yet it is a plan 


I do nor recommend for your adoption. 


The plato®s ſyſtem may be more practi- 
cable at our time of life, than yours; 
but do not on the other hand, I ent 
vou, my dear girl, return a compliment * 


2 with ſcorn and deriſion, which is un⸗ 
doubtedly the higheſt and moſt unequi- 


vocal a woman can receive. Poor Mr. 


| Hervey! Had you been preſent this P 
= morning, I think you muſt have felt 


| ſome compaſſion for his diſappointment, 
on hearing the reply to his 'oyertures, ' 


which it was my office to deliver. But 
I believe a little vanity ſtepped in good 


time to his aſſiſtance, and bade him . 
aſcribe the failure of the negociation to 
= the indifference of the agent; ſo I ſup- 
= poſe you may, expect it to be renewed, 


for which vou muſt not conſider me as 
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| blameable; for T have fd every "thing in 
my power to convince him of the im- 
mutability of his fate, ſhort of repeating 
ſuch mortifying expreſſions as diſguſt, 
contempt, and ſo forth: for I conclude 
you cannot have the cruelty to annihilate 
the poor creature all at once, merely for 
entertaining a better e of you than 


2 Theſe tireſome We are TAP to 
deſtroy the patience even of a woman. 
Tam ſtill in doubt, when I ſhall be per- 
mitted to rejoin you, and ill brook relin- 
quiſhing the pleaſure Which 1 have re- 


15 guned ſo lately. 


The Poyntz family are on the eve 
of their. departure for Bath, and have 
kindly undertaken the trouble of procur- 
ing a houſe for our reception, as near 


: their own as poſſible. They all (not ex. 
cepting my dear Colonel) are very atixi- 


ous to preſerve a diſtinguiſhed place in 
your eſteem, a boon which I think you 
cannot have any inclination to refuſe, 
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either in conſideration of their own 


merit, or of their being the revered 
friends of your truly affectionate 


| | CAROLINE Walk. 
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"LETTER: CXXxVL./ 3 


SELIMA 


MRS. LESLIE, 


* | 


Wa HAT a weight have you taken from 


my mind, my dear madam. I have no 

| hatred or contempt for Mr. Hervey be- 
lieve me. You know I had a great in- 

= clination to eſteem him, even whilſt I 
imagined he was undeſerving of ſuch a 
ſentiment. Now I know your thoughts, 

I do not care a raſh about his. Let him 
write or come, his. converſation would 
be a great acquiſition to our party. 1 
ſhould like a viſit from him of all things, 
if he would through off the lover with 
| his great coat, or transfer his affections 

SO 


a C8.) 


to a worthier object, which, by the bye, 
if he has a grain of ſenſe, it will be im. 
poſſible for him to avoid under this roof. 
Julia was always a ſweet girl; but now 
ſhe is beautiful as an angel. Thoſe arch 
hazel eyes, ſhaded by a deep brown 
fringe, with hair falling in natural ring 
lets of the ſame colour, give an anima- 
tion and fire to the countenance, ſo ſu- 
perior to the cold infipidity of blue 
and flaxen !—Pray do not talk of even 
- white teeth again, till you have refreſh- 
ed your memory with another view of 
Miſs Weſtburne's. O! Gemini, how 
charming it would be to conjure up an 
attachment between theſe two amiablegly 
could a meeting be contrived, the diff- 
culty were over; their admiration would 
undoubtedly be reciprocal ; for Hervey 3» 
is as handſome as he is agreeable; and 
mutual happineſs could not fail to be 1 
the conſequence of ſuch an union. 
Il have an admirable genius for build- 
ing caſtles in the air you ſee, and am 
| 25 e 
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VV HAT a weight have you taken front 
my mind, my dear madam. I have no 
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hatred or contempt for Mr. Hervey be- 
.. lieve me. You know I had a great in- 
clination to eſteem him, even whilſt I 
ſpon <0? he was undeſerving of ſuch a 


| ſentiment. Now I know your thoughts, 
I I do not care a raſh about his. Let him 


write or come, his. converſation would 
be a great acquiſition to our party. I 
ſhould like a viſit from him of all things, 


if he would through off the lover with 
his at coat, or er his aflections 


— 


to 


02 nter objec, which] by the bye, 
if he has a grain of ſenſe, it will be im- 
poſſible for him to avoid under this roof. 
Julia was always a ſweet girl; but now 
ſhe is beautiful as an angel. T hoſe arch 
hazel eyes, ſhaded by a deep brown 

_ fringe, with hair falling in natural ring- 
lets of the ſame colour, give an anima- 
tion and fire to the countenance, ſo ſu- 
perior to the cold inſipidity of blue 
and flaxen — Pray do not talk of even 
- white teeth again, till you have refreſſi- 
ed your memory with another view of 
Miſs Weſtburne's. O! Gemini, how 
charming it would be to conjure up an 
attachment between theſe two amiableg 
could a meeting be contrived, the difh- 
culty were over; their admiration would 
_ undoubtedly be reciprocal; for Hervey 
| is as handſome as he is agreeable; and 
mutual happineſs could not fail to be 
the conſequence of ſuch an union. 
I have an admirable genius for build- 
ing caſtles in the air you ſee, and am 
a | | nb 
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not ape e 5 your unmer- 
ciful demolition of the laſt ſtately fa- 
brick I erefted. What Halcyon days 
had I the wiſdom to foreſee for the 
happy Audley and yourſelf! - I am not 
a bit like the dog in the manger, though 
I have determined againſt having a huſ- 
band myſelf, I do not wiſh my friends 
to prefer a life of ſingle bleſſedneſs. 
I am almoſt afraid of ſaying ſo; bn 
5 nally: this good Squire Weſtburne is 
the oddeſt mortal I ever met with in my 
life: he does not enumerate his mala- 
| - dies ſo much as he did, but what is ſtill 
more abſurd, he is turning beau, I be- 
 heve, in his old age, and now pays 
© More attention to the making up of his 
figure than his medicines: then his con- 
verſation is ſo extremely tireſome, that 
I have not the ſmalleſt enjoyment of my 
much - wiſhed-for viſit, except when 1 
can have my friend's company entirely 
to myſelf, which, if we did not fleep in 
0 lame apartment, would very ſeldom 
_ 


4 
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be the caſe, for I am unfortunately be- 
come ſuch a prodigious favourite with 
| her papa, that he will ſcarcely permit me 
to be out of his ſight a moment, and 
what is moſt inſufferably provoking, he 
never pays me a compliment but by 
ſome perverted compariſon he contrives 
to throw the whole expence of it on his 
gentle daughter, as if he barbarouſly 
wiſhed to diſſolve the amity which ſub- 
fiſts between us. On Sunday laſt he 
complained violently of the cramp in 
one of his legs, and Julia, with the 
moſt amiable attention, threw herſelf on 
her knees by his ſide, drew off | his 
ſtocking, and rubbed the afflicted limb 
without any effect towards removing the 
pain. Perceiving her fatigue, it was 
but natural for me to offer my aſſiſtance, 
which my poor exhauſted friend was 
compelled to accept; this honourable 
office therefore devolved upon me, in 
which 1 doubt! ſhall not haſtily be ſu- 
perſeded. 
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perſeded. Unluckily ba has diſcovered 


ſome peculiar efficacy in my ſoft hand; 
and not an evening has paſt ſince, but 
I haye been exerciſed to the utmoſt of 
my ſtrength in the ſame tireſome taſk— 
tireſome, becauſe” I am fully perſuaded 
it is now unneceſſary, whatever it may 

have been, and that I am only made a 
| flave to a contemptible caprice,——Nay,, 
he even obliges me to pour out his phy- 

| fic, and drop his laudanum ;=there is 
ſuch a ſingular grace forſooth in alt my 

actions, it is a cordial to look at me; 


whilſt, if his own child, who is elegance 


perſonified, preſumes to approach him, 
be pretends that his nerves are. thrown | 
into diſorder by her aukwardneſs. Can 
pou wonder that I rail? Were it not 
for Julia, I ſhould wiſh lady Alicia to 
return, merely to ſave her caro ſpoſd 
the trouble of making a fool of himſelf. 
But F am ſummoned to the tea-table, a 
_ _ releaſe my dear guardy for which you 
may be thankful; for had I been ſuffered 
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_ LETTER CXXVII, 


FROM THE SAME 
5985 


As J am alive, the talked - of but little. 
expected viſitor is actually arrived already 

— Julia and I were ſeated on a ſofa war- 
bling a little duet, and my friend accom. 


' panying our voices with the lute, an in- 
ſtrument which ſhe touches with infinite 


taſte ;——whilſt I, with one arm leaning 
over her ſhoulder, held the muſic-book, 
on which our eyes were ſo intently fixed, 
that we both ſtarted at the entrance of 
the booted ſwain, as if, inſtead of him- 
ſelf, we had ſeen his apparition ; Mr. 
ak you know, ls perfeRtly well 

bred | 


e ) 


bred, 1 all the eaſe of faſhionable ad- 
dreſs without the puppyiſm, which is too 
frequently its attendant, and I cannot ſay 
= death to my poor vanity) that it 
ſeemed to ſuffer any diſadvantage, even 
in this critical conjuncture, from the em- 
barraſſment, which I have always under- 
ſtood were not only incident to, but ut- 
terly inſeparable from, the tender paſſion. 
Dear Madam, the gentleman has reco- 
vered the wounds you ſpeak of to a mi- 
racle, unleſs a pair of fat, blooming 
' cheeks be ſymptomatic of the pain. 
What ſignifies having a lover, if one 
cannot imprint the diſmal character with 
ſome permanency on the brow? It is 
the only way that I know of, to publiſh 
the power of our charms: for there is 
no having the names of all the gallant 
knights, who wear our chains, cried in 
f every market-place 1 in the hundred. 


On receiving a genteel compliment ig 


the viſible efficacy of the country air, I 
| could not refrain obſerving, that in one 
Vol. IV. . inſtance, 
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10 ba honoured with her commands.” 


„ 


inſtance, however tele i i might _ 
that of the town had an obvious claim 
to credit for its ſalubrity. | 


« Ah! Miſs Worthy,” ſaid he, nk. 


ing my hand and preſſing it with a deep, f 
ſigh (for he had immediately ſeated; Kg 5 


ſelf by my fide, and by his manner Al. 


together ſeemed to place the viſit to my 


account, ' thou gh he apologiſed. to Mr. 


Weſtburne for having delayed it) <<. Do 
you mean to flatter me by the inſinua- 


tion, or to exculpate yourſelf from the 


ill conſequences of your cruelty? Be- 
lieve me, however ** countenance ww | 
| denote my feelings” 


My face was inſtantly 0 on a the 5 5 


in ander to See a turn to the n. 5 
tion — 
1 . have you Man Mrs. Ledi 
5 1 ?”. demanded I. N 


* I have,“ returned he pitdouſly 
but had not the good fortune 


Julia 


: N 
20 Julia luckily returned at that moment 
with a book of catches and glees, for 


which ſhe had been rummaging, and re- 
| eyed me from a very diſtreſſing ſitua- 


rity not unobſerved by her curious pap- 
pa · Were it not for this provoking pen- 
_ chant, how we ſhould enjoy ſuch an ac- 
by quiſition to our muſical party! 

21 Mr. Weſtburne delights in ſweet 
- ſounds,” as much as any of us, and Mr. 
7H. plays capitally on the violin and Ger- 
; man flute. 


d po you know I was {lag terrified 
- out of my wits, leſt the old gentleman 


ſhould. expect the performance of my 


more merciful, and ſpared for once the 


ly poor calf—Nay, now do not look ſo an- 
ie BY gry ; indeed, and indeed, I did gt mean 
a ; 0 tang that could poſlibly offend your 


N ſerupulous 


— tion; for although this dialogue had 
- " paſſed in a half. whiſper, that eircum- 
ſtance only ſerved to give it a particula- 


e evening s taſk as uſual ; but the pain was 
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ſertpulous tenderneſs to the infirmities. 
of human nature. 


Vou know I am too giddy to refle& 

always, that a word may have ſeveral 
meanings :—if it happens to convey. one, 
which ſuits my purpoſe, I never Kan n 


about the reſt. 


The interview of 3 has ting 
ng apparently been attended with. the fata- 
lity I predited—another of my brilliant 


caſtles tumbled to the duſt I fear. Yet 


who knows what time and reaſon, jour- 
neying ſoberly together, may effect in 


their progreſs. I ſeized the firſt oppor. 
tunity laſt night to enquire of my friend, 


what ſhe thought of our handſome. vi- 

ſitor; when, inſtead of an anſwer, ſne 
retorted upon me queſtion for queſtion, 
which is a very ſaucy trick, and the 


huſſey ought to be corrected for it. 


“ Rather give me leave to aſk you,” 
% how you feel yourſelf affected 


ſaid the, 
with regard to this accompliſned ſwain ? 
for in this inſtance Jour opinion 1s ſo in- 


finitely 5 


( 13 * 


daitely more material than mine“ 
c Is he not,“ reſumed 1 ited | 
not to be diverted from my purpoſe) 
< tell me honeſtly, worth 100 of your 
. YT £32173) 
Worth fifty of my Ana py 
repeated ſhe, her face and neck glow- 
ing with crimſon as ſhe ſpoxe: Were 
they to be ſold by the groſs indeed, poſ- 
ſibly he might be worth fifty Montgo- * 
merys, fifty times told; but might I = 
ſelect an individual of that name, I could | 
mention one, whoſe value, in my eſti- © - 
mation, would ſo far overbalance that 3 
of all the Herveys in the world.“ 
„So, ſo, then, you are abſolutely i in 
love, Julia!“ cried I, in amazement and 
concern: „ Pardon me, my dear girl,” 
kiſſing her cheek, and throwing my arms 
about her neck, I did not mean to ir- 
ritate a wound, I do aſſure you: had 
I 'known this ſooner, —but I would not 
5 take a 1 hint, and ee a fooliſh in- 
. F ae 
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erädalhy . your confidence « on 


this ſubje&.” . 


* 


„ Pſhaw! wm returned 4 6 your gra- : 


vity is more tormenting than your rail. 
lery. Do not think I am in love, I en- 
treat you; it is a paſſion I know only 


by name, but it is impoſſible to be ac- 


quainted with an amiable man without 
eſteeming him.“? e 


« True, ſaid x: 6e but 1 
ſhould you confine a ſentiment to one to 


which merit has an equal claim, where- 


ever it may reſide? Is not poor Her- 


vey, think you, as worthy to partici- 


"= El 


« Probably he may,” faid ſhe, « but 


you ſhould recolle&, that I never was 


introduced to the gentleman before this 
evening, and though the perſon, like a 
picture, may diſplay its beauties and its 
defects to the firſt view, the mind is a 
book which gradually unfolds its merits 


to the reader, and is not to be under- 
Rood * che title page. Lou muſt ac- 


knowledge, 


ED 75 * 
let” gelben, that the pat 


traits of Mr. Hervey's character, as they 


have been repreſented. to me by your 
pen, were not _aſeulated to arreſt the 
Jigrnent 3 in his favour,” _ 

How can you be 0 Mnaturet oY 


; cijed I, $6, ſurely. Julia Weſtburne can- 


not want the charity to forgive the i in- 


diſcretions of youth, under the diſad - 
vantages of a bad education, when they 
: have ſo early been ſuperſeded by the ho- 


nour and probity which were the true 
natives of the heart.“ 

Me are playing at crol-pmrpoſhs, 
I believe,” returned my friend; I'flat- 
ter myſelf, you will not do me the injuſ- 
tice to ſuppoſe, that my heart can be 

indifferent to the worth of the happy 


man, whom Heaven has ordained to be 
- your huſband; but at the ſame time I 
hope you do not think there is any ne- 


ceſſity for me to ſurrender it entirely to 


- his poſſeſſion, when you know he has 


not an equivalent to return. 
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„ Ordained to be n y bulbind'” re- - 
peutell I, with a degree of vexation 
Which I could not ſuppreſs; „ Have I 
been guilty of ſuch unpardonable dupli- 
city on any other ſubject, as tobe ut- 
terly unworthy- of confidence in this? 
by Upon my honour and conſciendeiagyT 
hope for Hulk aid che ineredu - 
lous girl, laying her hand "haſtily | on 
3 my m mouth, there is nothing ſo'dhn- 
getcus as proteſtations: If ybu would 
keep your reſolutions; do notifiwear;” 
In this manner we chattered away half 
5 the: night; but Iithink I have given you 
a ſuffleient ſpecimen of our (converſation, 
Which did net grow. any more intereſting 
towards the ſequel; ba though it ended i in 
repoſe, a bleſſing from which I Will no 
„longer withhold yeur- patience. The 
bell has ſummoned me to the breakfaſt- 
Pauarlour ten minutes ago, where the reſt 
Hof che family are by this time aſſembled: 
en a heart e gra. 
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| gentle Julia, all the time that I have 

been ſcribbling to you. C | 
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madam how painfully I feel the continu# 
ance of our ſeparation ; yet, ſince it 


muſt be ſo, I am ſelfiſh br to e : 


that the regret is mutual. 

Do not, I entreat you, nn that 
my flippancy is affected merely to deceive 
you: it may perhaps have been che- 
riſhed and encouraged, till it took a 
form beyond its natural growth, and 


from thence might be miſtaken for a 


counterfeit; ; but I truſt you will give me 


I "$5 £4 ack - Sow: 2 
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- How drevome is the tedioufnets of 
the law !/—you know not, my dear 


credit, | 


ſuch a powerful xeſtoratiye in a clear air, 


5 that I am almoſt become the ſame roſy 
country girl that you remember me in 
former times. Forgive the ſigh, which 


will accompany the idea, but I am ſure 
the one, which ſeldom fails to riſe in 


Fyour on boſom on the like occaſion, 
will be ready to plead een 
Mr. Hervey has taken his leave of ab- * 
Jence indeed his hoſt gave him ſo many 
„ polite hints that his company was ob- 
truſive, that his pride took the alarm. 


Love, alas! was obliged to yield to this 


more delpotic ruler of the human mind; 
and the gallant ſwain, with true modern 
-Enight-errantry, beat a retreat, quitted 
the caſtle, and left his peerleſs princeſs 
in the hands of the governor; who, | 


tho I cannot ſay his appearance conveys 


any ſtriking idea of the giants or necro- 
5 mancers of old times, thinks himſelf 
ſufficiently 1 


en I ſeriouſly aſſure you, that 8 
my ſpirits are wonderfully: recruited, and 
that my health and ſtrength have found | 


bg =» IF Ant SS 
RES COB SDS — — es + 


— — — 2 d 5 6 
Derr 2 * I 
1 ? 


A 
1 


— 
e d 7 as re 
7 1". WY 


- = — „ 2 RES... 
_ .: Tx IG RE 7 Ore JEN 
a DS: 
2 Ae ge . * 
3 2. 2 * 
© ”, 4 __ 2 3 


ſel to „ himſelf.. Dear adult) + you {would 
really think my little wits had entirely 
forſaken me, were I to recount to you 
all the abfurdities of this filly old man; 
but firſt for the diſmiſſion of the young 
one, who, to do him juſtice did not de- 
part till he was perfectly aſſured that his 
fee! would be to no purpoſe. 

ene thinking it neceſſary to appear to 
Pr Mr. Herveys viſit at Weſtburne 
of lodge as a compliment to myſelf, I took 
BOY every poſſible precaution to prevent a re- 
newal of a ſubject, on which he was als 
5 ready acquainted with my unalterable 

| ſentiments; and, excepting now and 
Then a gentle preſſure of the hand, à deep 
ſigb, or an oblique infinuation, which 
it was eaſy to evade, aided too in my 
wiſh by an Argus, whoſe vigilance has 
never ſlept, I came off tolerably well, 
till Thurſday night, when, provoked by 
_ encreaſing incivilities, he found himſelf 


: ov oma to announce an intention of 
taking | 


— — — — E 
. A h . Hye nts wa nts — — 
n p , 


— 


taking leave of us the day following; 


7 portunity to flip a ſcrap of paper into a 
. fold of my ſleeve, unperceived even by 
myſelf, till it fell upon the ground as I 
5 was undreſſing for the night. The pur- 
- port of the few words it contained, was 
$ _ merely to ſue for a private conference in 
; an early walk the next morning. 

* It was a requeſt, I confeſs, which to 
>. 9 did not exactly tally with my no- 
K tions of female decorum: but my friend 


laughed at my prudery, and effectually 


fay they were very violent, on conſider- 
ing that a compliance in this inſtance 
would not be to encourage, but to ſup- 
preſs, hopes which I ſaw with pain were 
too prone to exiſt on the bareſt ſhadow 
of a foundation. The interview took 
Place accordifigly ; but I conclude there 
is too great a ſimilarity in all love ſtories 
for a recapitulation of the ſcene verbatim 
to afford you any entertainment. Suf- 
Nl . fice 


and, before we retired, ſlily ſtole an op- 


combated my ſcruples indeed I cannot 
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. it to ſay,” therefore, that the ide | 
man expreſſed himſelf to be much en- 


_  amoured—ſwore | was an angel, and fo 
forth; whilſt I on my part was ſo ready 
to believe all he ſaid, that I wondered 
how he could expect my divinityſhip to 


vow obedience to a mortal—jeſting apart, 


1 have had two many proofs of the ſin- 
cerity of his attachment, not to wiſh 
_ fervently, that it may ſoon be eradicated 


from his mind, or transferred to a more 


_ deſerving object, and one inclined more 
graciouſly to return the obligation. 
Since the departure of our agreeable 


gueſt, all the fiends of imagination have 


again attacked our pauvre malade, and 


he can talk of nothing now but rheuma- 
tiſms, cramps, ſpaſms, bile, inflammati. 
ons, and his divorce bill, which it ſeems 


is to be brought forward, as early as 
poſſible, in the next ſeſſion of parliar 


This is a new ſcheme, of which 1 have | 


the mortification to be the parent. Is it 
. not bard, that I ſhould be continually 


made 


EE ts} Aba he 
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made the inſtrument of diſtreſs to my 
deareſt friends? 


Julia is now perfectly 50 with 


the inſanity of her father, (what word 


ean I make uſe of, ſo applicable to his 


 caprice?) Laſt night, as we were croſs- 
Ing the hall to our own apartment, he 
called her back to make her the confi- 
dante of his newly-enkindled flame. 
e Julia,“ faid he, as ſoon as ſhe was 
re · ſeated, * you never pleaſed me ſo much 
as in your judicious choice of a friend. 
Miſs Worthy is a pattern for her ſex; 
ſhe is the moſt ſenſible young lady 1 
ever converſed with—you muſt know 
her age, I ſuppoſe, from having been ſo 
long her ſchool-fellow—let me ſee—if 


J were to judge from her underſtanding 


more than from her appearance, I ſhould 
. conclude her to be about ſeven or eight 
and twenty.” | 


Dear ſir,” replied his dale, 


- « you are greatly deceived, if ſuch is 
your opinion —1 do not think my friend 
I. 2. . 
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is herſelf certain as to the exact time of 
her birth, but if ſhe has attained the 
end of her twentieth year, it is the ut- 
moſt I am well convinced.” _ | 

* Pſhaw, pſhaw, child, you might a as 
well tell me, ſhe was born laſt week.— 
but what ſignifies age ?—it is maturity 
of judgment alone, that renders it deſir- 
able, and one woman may be as diſcreet 
at fifteen, as another at five and fifty— 
Now tell me, girl, would you not be 
very forry to be ſeparated from ſo ſweet 
a companion? 7 
.. © Certainly, fir.” : 
55 % And would not you think me a 
very kind father, if I could hit upon any 
expedient to ſecure to you the conſtant 
company of ſo beloved a friend?“ 
* Cer- certainly, repeated his daugh- 
ter, ſtammering. The dear girl honeſtly 
confeſſed ſhe had too clear 4 preſenti- 
. ment of its meaning, to return a ad 


affirmative to * queſtion. Ss 
wo wel, 


EE COW „ 
cc. Well well, o ſaid he, 6e who knows 
there can be no difficulty in obtaining 
a divorce, and in marrying Miſs Worthy 
I ſhould provide for you a different ſort 


ofa ſtep-mother from the one you found 


in Lady Alicia Fitzcairn : why, you will 


love her then ten times better than you 


do at preſent.“ 


That is impoſſible Sir,” faid ſhe; : 


0B F never can love Selima Worthy, under 
any circumſtances of life, with a more 


ardent affection than I do at this 


moment: and I truſt the duty and re- 


ſpect I bear. my father, will be found 


_ equally incapable of diminution.” 
« That is a good girl July,” returned 


he, patting her cheek—* but it grows 


late: we will talk on this ſubje& another 
time good night—be ſure to commend 
me to your charming friend.“ 


Poor Julia, with: a heart ae 
with chagrin and vexation, thankfully 


ſeized the firſt opportunity to retire z 


and no ſooner had ſhe entered the room, 


„ where 
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at her abſence, than ſhe threw her arms 


about my neck, and burſt into tears. 


'You cannot conceive the terror which 
communicated itſelf to my breaſt' on 
this extraordinary emotion; I knew not 


what to conjecture; I was, however, 


perfectly relieved from my concern, as 
| lon as the matter was explained. 


( And has all this violent perturba- 
tion,” * cried I, © ariſen from the appre- 


henſion of my becoming your mamma? 
Fear not, I ſhall make a moſt indulgent 


ſtep-mother, I aſſure you. 
How can you be ſo unfeeling ? * faid 


my weeping friend; you do not ſuppoſe, - 


I hope, that I believe you capable of en- 


gaging in ſo diſproportionate a con- 


nexion. No, Selima; but ſince the un- 0 
fortunate deſign of again uniting himſelf 


to a young wife, has taken root in his 
mind, are there not many girls leſs ami- 
L ble. chan e who for a plentiful 


for mn, 
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fortune, equipage, and attendants, would 


ſacrifice every other conſideration ?” 


„ Your humble ſervant,”* then aid I, . 
« my ſweet Julia, fo by way of taking 


the leſſer evil of the two 


„ Fie Selima, how can you laugh at 
my diſtreſs? do you think I could wiſh- 

for the promotion of my intereſt at the 
expence of your happineſs? As for 
your becoming the wife of my father, 
it is a thought which bears with it too 
flagrant an abſurdity, to find a thought 


in my brain.“ 


8 Then pray” ſaid 1 do not diſturb 
the ſerenity of the preſent moment by 
anos evils, . never mo ar- 


rive.“ e 5 


What ſtrange and unforeſeen occur- 
rences continually ſerve to prove the in. 
ſtability of human happineſs!— Julia 
cannot tell, or even perſuade herſelf, 1 
am ſure, that my abſence is neceſſary to 
| the peace of her mind, and a wiſh in 
me ſeems till more extraordinary, to 


2 


* relinquiſh the company of a friend fo 
 fincerely and affectionately beloved. Yet 


irkſame to me under its preſent circum- 
ſtances, from a conſciouſneſs that it muſt 
aggravate her uneaſineſs: Yet to leave 
her without ſome plauſible pretext is im- 
poſlible, unleſs in order to heal one 
wound I would infli&t another. Your 


counſel therefore, my friend, my guar- 
dian, and protectreſs, I ſhall impatiently 
, and invariably obey. Your own 
SELIMA WORTHY. 
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LETTER CXXIX, 
uns. LESLIE 


SELIMA. | 


CAN. you wander at the tnftbllcy of | 


human happineſs in the ſame moment 


which preſents you ſo ſtriking an inſtance 
of the imbecility of human wiſdom? I 


do not think that Mr. Weſtburne's folly 


diſplays itſelf quite ſo much in his choice 
of a wife, as in the vanity which indu- 
ces him to conſider himſelf an accepta« 


ble huſband for you; he muſt undoubt- 


edly be unacquainted with your recent 
refuſal of Mr. Hervey, who, with his ad- 
ne, has youth, a a good underſtand- 


ing, 


E 
6 
* 
| 

| | 
| 
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ing, and a handſome perſon to throw 


into the ſcale. 


I am well aware, that your preſent 


ſituation is ineligible, both with regard 
to your friend's comforts, and your own; 
and therefore eſteeming my life princi- 
pally as it can be rendered ſubſervient to 
the felicity of yours, I ſhall tomorrow 
morning, in ſpite of the claims which 
the law itſelf has on my attendance, 
| commence my journey to 


ſhire, 
in order to extricate you from it. I 


| purpoſe ſpending a few days, according 


to my promiſe, at Weſtburne- lodge, 


before we prepare for our projected 


Winter reſidence at Bath, for which, no 


doubt, our good friends have ſettled 1 
| preliminaries. 


This fudden expedition leaves me no 


time to devote to this, employment, 
Which, as we are ſo ſoon to meet, it is 


unneceffary to prolong. _ 
„em Mr. and Miſs Weſtburne of 


my 


* 


* 


my intention, with proper compliments, 


and reſt aſſured of the unabatin 


affec. 


8 


cA ROLINE LESLIE, 
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SELIMA 
10 
MISS WEST BURNE. 


| F BATH, 


" Saree 1 wrote a TOR haſty lines to ac- 3 
quaint you of our fafe arrival here, 1 
have had an opportunity of admiring 
ſome of the beauties of this delightful 

place. O! that you were but with me 
to partake of its charms, to which the 
preſent fine . Ow: the _ 
Hou. | 7 

The zenith of the Bath ſeaſon ap- 

s ptoaches; and the town is already fill. 

| ing very faſt. This morning, with our 
Rey — Mr. . Se i 


and 


49. 


. * Colonel, who have hired for 


Mrs. Leſlie the next houſe to their own, 
we took a ſurvey of the company in the 
pump · room: it is an agreeable lounge, 
. which I think I ſhall now and then en- 
joy exceedingly, when I am better ac- 


quainted with the company which fre- 


quent it. Mrs. P. knows every body, 
and did me the honour to introduce me 
to ſeveral genteel people, whoſe notice 
ſhe eſteemed particularly deſirable. Un- 


knowing and unknown as I am in the 


great world, little did I expe& to meet 
an old friend on my firſt entrance into 


a public room; and you may form an 
idea of my ſurprize, when, after having 


been long in doubt, I perfectly recog- 
niſed the features of the late artleſs, 
good-humoured Orlando Courtley, in 
the figure of a pert, /elf-/ufficient barriſter, 


who is laying cloſe fiege to the lands, 
_ tenements, and hereditaments, of a 
wealthy heireſs, endeavouring with in- 
defatigable aſſiduity to obtain the poſ- 5 
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ſeſſion of her heart, as the maſter-key 


to the more valuable treaſures to which 
it is annexed. This you will allow to 


be a fair concluſion, when J ſhall tell 


you, that forty years at leaſt have marked 
their progreſs, in viſible characters, on 
the brow of his dulcinea. His unex- 
pected appearance renewed many pain- 
ful ſenſations in my breaſt. I longed to 
enquire after the fortune of his amiable 
brother ; whether he had left England, 


as he once propoled to do, or if his 


timely relenting deſtiny had ſpared him 


the dangers of the voyage, and united 


- him to the angelic widow, who had un- 
conſciouſly reigned the ſovereign of his 
affections: yet, on the other hand, I 
| dreaded engaging} in a converſation, 
which muſt recall many events, ſtil 


more intereſting to me. But as it hap- 


pened, he left the room without per- 


ceiving me; therefore this wiſhed-for, 
Fet apprehended, conferencè is deferred 


to a future, though I preſume not a 
£4 very 


1 


very diſtant, period; our names having 


been formally enrolled, our arrival an- 
nounced in the news-paper, with viſits 
from the maſters of the ceremonies, &c. 


an how-do-ye from an old acquaintance 


is no more- than a compliment which 


follows of courſe. 
Surely ſo ſhort a time never produced 


fo lamentable a metamorphoſis as is 
apparent in this young man; Mrs. 
Leflie would ſcarcely be perſuaded to 


believe, from the different manner and 
_ dreſs he has now adopted, that ſhe be- 


held in him the lively, entertaining boy 
ſhe had ſo much admired at Heathcott. 
I have been very urgently entreated 


to accompany my dear guardian and her 


kind friends to the rooms to-night ; but 
with great difficulty I have got myſelf 
excuſed, In truth, Julia, notwithſtand- 


ing the unabated flippancy of my tongue 


and pen, I feel a repugnance at my heart 
to launch again into thoſe ſcenes of 


, gaiety, which IN former times have made 
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DB 
it bound with rapture, and which even 
at this moment I muſt acknowledge, I 
believe to be moſt congenial to my diſ- 
poſition ; but my native vivacity is over- | 
powered. It is not for a murderer to 
be chearful. 
Under the ſtrongeſt temptations of 
pleaſurs, the image of the generous ſol. 
dier, who fell a ſacrifice to his huma- 
nity, haunts me with particular perſe- 
verance, I confeſs to you, Julia, and 1 
hope you will not lay it to the account 
of ingratitude, that although the death 
of the firſt friend of my deſerted in- 
fancy has left an indelible regret upon 
my mind, it is not of ſo inſupportable a 
nature as that inflicted by the untimely 
diſſolution of an amiable young man, 
whom my misfortunes have precipitated 
to the grave, and torn from a world, 
which, though it might not emulate, 
muſt have revered his virtues. But fare 
"you well—it is a duty I owe to my pre- 
ſent dear mae benefactreſs, to ſtrug- 
| gle 


07 5 


_ ple 1d for the recovery of chat tran- 
quillity which J know is neceſſary to 


hers ; and under this conviction, I make 
' point, whenever I fall into this me- 
lancholy train of thinking, of changing 


my employment to ſomething leſs cal- 


culated for its indulgence; therefore 


adieu, with reſpectful compliments to 
Mr. Weltburne, beheve me yours, more | 


than 1 wy own, 


K 3 LETTER 


SELIMA WORTHY, 
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LETTER Cxxxl. 


MISS WESTBURNE. 
PD . 
sELIMA. 


1 


Mr. poor r father is almoſt out of his 


wits at your abrupt departure, to which 


he fancies I have been acceſſary; nor 
does he regard Mrs. Leſlie with a great- 
er degree of complacency. I cannot 
expreſs to you how ſeverely I felt the 
| impropriety of that amiable lady's recep- 
tion, at Weſtburne-lodge, on the motive 


of her viſit being made known ; but ſhe 


is all goodneſs, and will have the cha- 
rity to pity and excuſe, 


I have before obſerved, that it edited 


my ſurpriſe, hearing, as I frequently do, 


the 


= 1 99 5 


che names cot ſeveral reſpeQable families 
in the neighbourhood, that we ſhould 
have profited ſo little with regard to one 
of the firſt advantages of life, by their 
vicinity; but now the myſtery is unra- 
velled. Yeſterday morning, as I ramb. 
led further than uſual, tempted by a fine 
clear froſt,- which is the greateſt induce. 
ment for a long walk, with little Mab 
by my fide, a great pointer ruſhed out 
of a thicket in your favourite dingle, 
behind the ſheep-walk, and fell furiouſly _ 

upon the poor animal. I ſhrieked vio- 
lently, as you will ſuppoſe, on beholding 
my pet in danger of being devoured. 
My cries however ſoon brought to my 
aſſiſtance a civil ſtranger, in the habit of 
à clergyman, to whom it ſeemed the un- 
gentle beaſt belonged. He was accom. 
panied by a pretty genteel young lady, 
who I ſoon afterwards diſcoverd to be 
his ſiſter, and youngeſt daughter to the 
Mr. Beaufoy, whoſe ſtately manſion en- 
mn the view from the nor th front of 
ours, 


ours, and appears not to be above two 
miles from the Park. There was ſome- 
thing extremely prepoſſeſſing in her coun- 
tenance and manner, and I thought my- 
ſelf much obliged. to this little adven- 
ture, which facilitated the commence- 
ment of an intimacy, much more than 
a ceremonious introduction could have 
done. . 1 | 
Her brother is not equally agreeable, 
mensch he carries with him the appear- 
ance of great worth, with a good plain 
underſtanding. Perhaps I might have 
painted him in higher colours, had I. 
never ſeen the character of a finiſhed 


. gentleman ſo well ſupported in the per- 


ſons of Mr. Montgomery and Lord 
Hazleford. I muſt at leaſt do him the 
_ juſtice to acknowledge, that he was ex- 
_ ceedingly polite to me, and eſcorted me 
homewards, till 1 was out of danger of 
ſuffering a ſecond alarm. 
During our ſtroll, I ventured. : 
. expreſs my ſurpriſe, that ſuch near 
as. . neighbours 


1 on). 


neighbours ſhould have remained entire 
ſtrangers to each other: to which Miſs 


Amelia Beaufoy ingeniouſly replied, that 
her mother had waited upon Lady Alicia, 
on her marriage with my father ; but, 


as the compliment was neither graciouſly 


received nor returned with common ci- 


vility, the viſits between them were not 


repeated on her Ladyſhip's ſecond arrival 
in ——ſhire; adding to this, that ſhe 


believed the caſe had been nearly the 
ſame with all the untitled gentry who 


had preſumed to pay her their reſpects. 


I told my father the whole hiſtory of 


my morning's ramble, and am not with- 


out hopes that he will ſome time oblige 
me by renewing an acquaintance with a 


family, of which I have received a moſt 
favourable impreſſion. But at this mo- 
ment, indeed, my principal concern 1s, 
for the health of my poor little brother; 
it breaks my heart to ſee his ſtrength 


declining daily, without the ability to 


render him any ſervice : and his nurſe, 
though 
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= ' though a good humoured, Seel young 

woman, is as ignorant in theſe matters 

as myſelf. Should the life of the ſweet 

cherub be ſacrificed to neglect, mine, I 

am ſure, would never be viſited by a 

- moment's peace. Medical aſſiſtance is 

neceſſary, I am well convinced; and my 

father will ſcarcely ſutfer the ſubject yp 

de mentioned in his preſence. But a 
thought this inſtant ſtrikes me, which 
may probably be attended with ſucceſs. 


His complaints accumulate; he fancies 


| himſelf oppreſſed by a eth ended of 
diſorders; and ſhould I be doing wrong, 
think you, conſidering the motives by 
which I ſhould be actuated, in availing 
_ myſelf of this infirmity of mind for the 
_ preſervation of his child, and perſuading 
him to take the opinion of a phyſician ? 
The gentleman, who attended him in 
his laſt illneſs, is a man of approved 
worth, and would ſcorn, I doubt not, 
to take my improper advantage of a 
| es 


vos 103 „ 


TFoible, which is evidently the W 
if not the only, malady he endures. 
My deareſt Selima, how I ſhould have 
| been delighted by the receipt of your 
friendly letter, but for the gloomy ſtyle 
in which it was written, though it was 
but acknowledging to me a ſecret into 
which I had too deeply penetrated be- 
fore. My dear girl, need I tell you, 
that you muſt endeavour to be happy, 
not to /eem ſo only, if you would effec- 
tually remove the anxiety of your friends. 
Tam very thankful that you are now ſur- 
rounded by the pleaſurable ſcenes which 
Bath muſt hourly preſent, and frequently 
force upon your attention. They cannot 
ſurely fail in time to baniſh this unavail- 
ing melancholy, which ſecretly purſues 
you, and lurks in your breaſt, even 
while your countenance is irradiated 
with a ſmile. Yet, when your good 
ſenſe has been exerted without ſucceſs, 
Where are we to look for a more able 
advocate But tell me honeſtly, has 


that 


05 
chat been literally the caſe J An aflicted 


boſom is too apt to cheriſh the aſp 


which feeds upon its health; there is a 


ſoothing traitor in the indulgence of ſor- 
row, which can filence the voice of rea- 


ſon, or pervert the wiſdom of its argu- 


ments. No! Selima, had you ſubmitted 
yourſelf implicitly to the government of 
your unbiaſed underſtanding, you would 


have courted every rational amuſement 


that could have beguiled you of a re- 


troſpective idea, inſtead of rejecting all, 
except thoſe of which you find it abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to partake. 


Adieu! remember me in the — : 
reſpectful terms to your excellent guar- 
dian; and give me a better account of 
your ondvch in your next, or I ſhall be 


compelled to ſubſcribe myſelf Jour. of. 
: OF ene. 5 


© LETTER. 


JULIA WESTBURNE. 


T 15 J 


_ . SELIMA | 
T0. 
MISS WESTBURNE. 


aw 


— 


1 Lire not hom . 5 it is the wiſh of 


my friends, that I ſhould mingle in the 

buſtling crowd; and dare 1 aſſert a ſen- 
timent of my own, when theirs, ſo far 

more eſtimable, are generouſly engaged 


in the regulation of my conduct? you 


will atleaſt, 1 hope, acquit me of being 
obſtinate in error, when tell you I have 
already been in public twice: nay I ra- 
ther fear indeed that you will laugh more 
e inſtability of my mind, than you 
have been wont to do at what you termed 


1 


its in flexibility. hen 1 Save my con- 


r. ſent 
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ſent to launch my little bark into this 
| vortex of diſſipation, I ſtipulated for the 
permiſſion to remain a ſpectator only of 
the amuſements of the night; a favour, 
which my Kind guardian unreluctantly 
granted, knowing me it ſeems far better 
than I do myſelf; and I am almoſt 
aſhamed to acknowledge, that before © 
the ball was over, a lively tune and an 5 
agreeable partner, ſupported by her re- ET 
newed ſolicitations, overpowered all my . 
reſolute reſolutions, and up 1 got to join 1g 
the dancers; but alas Julia 1 found not a 


4,0 


that recreation in the amuſement, which | 5 

a light heart only can enjoy; and you FF 

will ſcarcely belieye me, when I affure- KF — | 
you, that it was with great difficulty that 1 

1 I got half down the ſet (which was a Wo 
N very long one) a ſecond time; yet this ” 8 


| phenomenon was, I believe, more attri- 
| butable to want of practice than want 
pl ſtrength, as I have ſince gone thro? 
much more exerciſe at a cotillion-· ba N 


nikout . N fatigue, — 0 


x toy * 


0 Sos for on that night Orlando Courtly 
had the honour of my. hand, haxing, I 
preſume, previouſly received the per- 
miſſion of his bride- elect, who on that 


evening did not condeſcend to grace the 


rooms with her attendance; but a mai- 


den aunt, with whom ſhe reſides, who 


5 bears a ſtrong reſemblance of her niece, 


* 


* 


and is not apparently much older, kept 
a vigilant watch on the actions of her 
future nephew, and ſo entirely engroſsd 
dis attention between the dances, that 

had I had no other inducement for the 
exerciſe of my tongue than the conver- 
ſation of my fighing partner, I might 


have ſerved juſt as well. for the emblem 
of a_ good woman, as if I had been 


without a head. But as L have not the 
ambition to aſpire to ſo ſingular an ho- 
nour, I ventured to conſole myſelf for 
the eruelty of one beau, by flirting al- 


ternately with thoſe who were leſs un- 
Kind. Flirtation is a pretty harmleſs 


benen cler all Julia; ; and, though 
gn wy T2 Lam 
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10 am Fat too ſenſible it cannot remove 


the anguiſh of the heart, is I believe at- 
tended with very little * to its. 


* 


: repoſe. | b 5 A5 £ I * — 


Orlando called on us, as I „ 


as ſoon as he was acquainted with our 
arrival; and although his volubility in 
a private room is more intolerable than 
his nonchalance in public, he furniſhed 
me with intelligence ſo agreeable 'as on 


my part at leaſt to enſure him a ſincere 


vVelcome. Mrs.“ Leſlie too, to whom 1 


had confided the ſecret of Courtly $ 


_ , Eoncealed attachment, earneſtly rejoiced 
in an bn 
| proſpect of mutual felicity to a worthy 


In, which preſents ſo fair a 


pair: in ſhort, the lovely widow, for 
whom he ſo long ſuffered a hopeleſs 
flame, gave her hand to the honourable 
Charles Courtly laſt week, and before 
the expiration of this, they purpoſe 
paſſing through Bath on their way to 
Courtly Manor. Vou cannot ein 
wal Flight even now anticipate from 


a meeting * 


* 


* 


1 
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2 Mag- with two eſteemed friends, | 
from whom I have been ſeparated by a 
train of unfortunate events; I may con- 

gratulate them on the completion of 
their mutual wiſhes ; for although Lady 

Kitely had too much purity of mind, 

with too high a veneration for the ſa- 

cred bonds by which ſhe was enſlaved, 


to admit the avowal even'to herſelf, of a 


Paſſion unauthorized by them, the worm 
but the more enn, preyed * ah 


her heart, 


Mrs. Leſlie has received A 5gnnincns 


to return to London immediately, on ac- 


; count of this abominable law-ſuit, but 


_ not comply with it, urgent as it is, 
till after the arrival of the bride and 


groom. During her abſence, I am to 


reſide with our kind neighbours, Mr. 
and Mrs. Poyntz, who, on the moment 
of her deſign being announced, gave 


me an invitation in the friendly 


and affectionate manner, which, as it is 
2 dear guardian 8 ſtedfaſt determina- 
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tion that 1 ſhall not accompany her, 


ſrom a miſtaken idea that 1 ſhould re- 
| linquiſh" more pleaſure-than I could ex- 
perience in the journey, I ſhall moſt. 
gratefully accept. ; 
I rejoice ſincerely in your ache 7 
of a new and agreeable acquaintance, 
and exhort you not to let flip an oppor- 
tunity of promoting ſo deſirable an in- 
timacy, not only in itſelf, but as the 
pręcurſor of a more extenſive ſociety. 


IJ am truly ſorry for the indiſpoſition 


of the poor baby, hoſe every comfort 


lexgnſibility of His 


| charming ſiſter. 1 canmot ſay I ſincerely 
ſympathized in your joy on his entrance 
into the world, but his endearing i inno- 


cence has ſince obtained ſuch an intereſt 
in my breaſt, that Fam very anxious for - 


his happy continuance, in it, and think 
you have hit upon an admirable expe - 


dient to counteract the ill . 


of the neglect of one —but farewel, 


N Iam W on a lubjeR which 
i 1. am 
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earneſtly wiſh- 
ll intended ſtratagem may 


4 
be as ſucceſsful as it is laudable, I re- 
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Miſs Weſtburne's anſwer is omitted, 
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„ LETTER CXXXIII. | 
35 SELIMA | 
* ; To: | 


MISS WESTBURNE. 


I ULIA, I have ſo many incidents to 
relate, that I am abſolutely at a loſs how 
to begin my letter, though I am. addrefl- ö 


ing myſelf to you. 


In the firſt place let me aſſure you, 
they have not prevented my participation | 
of your joy on the amended health of 


our little darling. - 


'The newly-married couple arrived i in 


Bath according to our expectations 


but, very contrary to our;wiſhes, departed 
thence in two days afterwards ; leaving 
us in-greater concern for their abſence, 

9 


5 than if we had not ſo 105 experienced I 
the pleaſure of their company ; but I 


have no right to.complain, as the period 


of their ſtay, tranſient as it ſeemed, was 


-almoſt entirely a tribute to their conti- 


nued affection for the AG 


. Selima. 7 


As Orlando, who had W 1 his 


5 46 and ſiſter of my intended viſit, 


uſhered: me into a room in the inn, 


| where they alighted, the lovely bride, 
whom health and happineſs have ren- 
dered more beautiful than ever, advanced 
haſtily to receive me, but her lively 
ſpouſe, in his uſual volatile manner, 


85 —_ her by the arm, cried | - 
4 Hold, hold, my ſweet rib, for this 
time indulge me with the firſt ſalute of 


a pretty woman, and I ſwear, to allow 
you the firſt and laſt word through life. 
« Bleſs you; and thank you a thou- 
. ſand and a thouſand times, my dear Miſs 
Worthy,” exclaimed he, you. were the 


: W ſtar .which. e me to the 
4 port 
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port of ſupreme felicity. ; But fat your | 
friendly conſideration, I ſhould at this mo- 
ment have been far remote from all 
that could make life valuable The falls : 


were abſolutely unfurling when your“ 


te Come, come,” ſaid his lady, 
have ſome compaſſion on my patierice : 
you are infringing the articles of your 


own agreement already The firſt or laſt 


word through life intleed ! if I can edge 
in one even in half an hour, it will be 
as much as I can expect - you ſee, my 
good friend, into what a cruel misfor- | 
tune your miſtaken kindneſs has preci- 
pitated me, by promoting my union 
with a man, who deprives me of the 


uſe of ſpeech, by afirely NE 
converſation himſel Ty 


„ My dear dan,” faid # return- 
60 8 embrace with all the warmth of 
the ſincere regard, which ſo much merit 


muſt create wherever it is known—*<* may 


you never ſpeak of misfortunes with a 
4 countenance leſs ſerene than at this mo- 
ment 


N z . * » 
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et sch l hävg ardenly 
wiſhed to ſee: but, continued I, with a 
ſigh, which I was unable to ſuppreſs, 


my life ſince our ſeparation has been 


a very chequered ſcene, and frequently 
_ overcaſt with clouds ſo heavy and ob- 


ſcure, that I ſcarcely hoped a ray of ſun- 


ſhine would evermo re ROE" the 
_ gloom.” 
8“ Indeed, aid; the, benden, 
greatly feared it; though my enquiries, 
which, believe me, were made with un- 
ceaſing diligence and anxiety, were al- 
ways anſwered with ſuch vague and im- 


probable accounts, that I knew not what 


to think. Vet, now, my amiable Selima, 
When I flatter myſelf they are totallß 
diſperſed, would it not be an act of in- 
gratitude towards Heaven, were you to 


ſully the brightneſs of the preſent - time ; 


by repining reflections on the paſt! 10 


Moſt certainly it would,” acknow- 


ledged I, © and it is an offence in the 
| commiſſion of walch I truſt I am not 
elten 
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often: n, ; though intervals will 


«lometimes happen, wherein the mind 
cannot help reverting to the contempla- : 

tion of bleflings for ever loſt, even in 
te ſame inſtant when it is ſurrounded 
by ſuch as not only demand, but re- 
ceive, the utmoſt gratitude of a feeling 
heart; and as I ſpoke, a tear involun- 
tarily dropped upon my ſleeve, which is 


ſtill of a ſable hue, though I made ſome 


Alteration: in my mourning, on conſent. 
ing to appear in public. This little ac- 
cident, trivial as it was, raiſed a ſympa- 
thetic emotion, and a mal-opportune 
melancholy was diffuſing itſelf: through 


the party, when the appearance of my 


guardian, the dear inen of n 


chaſed away the intruder. 


I have ſince even ventured to my 5 

- Pa Benedict, on the total overthrow 
ol his valiant ſpirits, which were inſ{tant- 
ly routed on the dropping os a tear wen 


a voman's eye. 
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am not aſhamed of pleadiüg gal- 
ty to the charge,” returned he, © it is 
2M weakneſs, which Achilles would have 
confeſſed, and none "ot a N mm 
diſown. mn 9 - BE: OY 
But my pen is . before _ 
8 a as uſual. © The travellers were 
ſoon perſuaded to change their quarters 
for my guardian's hoſpitable roof, bn 
the ſhort ſojournment which prior en- 
gagements would only permit them to 
make in Bath; and I think I never 
paſſed two n of more rational Pee 
ment. 15 Ta 
Before 1 had been dung þ in Coapany' | 
. with this amiable friend, on whom, as 
well as on myſelf, returning happineſs: a 
las but lately dawned, my eyes were 
forcibly attracted by the luſtre of a ring 
upon her finger, which appeared to me 
to bear an exact reſemblance of that 
which, in a moment of never - to- be· for- 
gotten/anguiſh, I left, unthought of, in 
that beloved aſylum of my earlieſt in- 
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| fancy, um which I was: driven: ever 


to return. In ſpite of myſelf, I gazed 


on it inceſſantly, though a bluſh over- 


00 my face whenever I was caught 


in the employment, from a conſciouſ- 


neſs that I had not its counter part to 
produce, a dilemma from which I was 
but two well qualified to extricate my- 
ſelf by a ſimple narration of my pitiable 


adventures during the laſt twelve months, 
had not chance anticipated the deſign 
by haſtening a diſcovery, which ſur- 


prized me beyond expreſſion. : After 


dinner, when we were ſerved with water, 

ber ladyſhip, by whoſe ſide I had taken 
| care to place myſelf, drew off her ring 
before ſhe dipped her fingers in the 
_ glaſs, and- purpoſely, as ſhe has ſince 
acknowledged, threw the object of my 


curioſity particularly in my way. I. 


could not reſiſt the temptation to take it 
up, and examine it minutely, in doing, 
which, gueſs. my ſenſations at the mo- 
"Bonk: * the letters 8. W. enen 


" FP: 2 
8 1 S742 5 — 
% .% 
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{ 4 119) 


on the infde,; with ſome other inda- | 


bitable marks, convinced me it had for- 
wan deen my oa 115250 [1129 
„% Bleſs me! 3 RP L, with much 
aſtoniſhment and foe degree: of con- 
| fuſion, 14 this is the identical ting? — 
„Which I,“ purſued the gentle bride, 
with the firſt ray of diſpleaſure which 1 
Jer ſaw contaminate her countenance, 
_ ©& once preſented to a friend, who I flat- 
7 tered. myſelf would have valued and 
| ee! it for my ſa ke. 
The tenderneſs of 17 e, did 
85 not mitigate its poignancy; I could not 
endure, even for a moment, the unmo- 
| nw imputation it conveyeec. 
eee exclaimed I, wounded to the-- 
1 5. ſuſpend your reſentment till 
you know the circumſtances which at- 
tended its loſs. It was not the only'trea- 
ſure I was doomed to forfeltan Tat ex 
cruciating moment?! | | lo 1: 
I know it,“ returned: the, dent. 


ly _— .my hand with her wonted 


M 2 ſweetnels, 


( ) 


cruel neceſſity alone, by which vou had 


been actuated. Courtly will by and by 
ſurprize you by the reſtoration of ano- 
ther jewel, 9 more valuable than 


of Wt „ VT © bs V 
this.” 14 Xt Din WE 


Tfearcely: Baa: nw he” faid ; my | 
Aion grew ſo uncontwndable, Mat 
I could remain no longer in the room, 

and was followed out of it by my ever. 
attentive guardian, and the dear ſelf. 
reproaching author of my diſtreſs, with 


whom, after having explained the cauſe 


of my - ſudden agitation to the former, 
and entreated her to rejoin her company, 
I retired into my own dreſſing room, 
where, as ſoon as my ſpirits were ſufſi. 
ciently recompoſed, I began the mourn- 
ful tale, which: was to clear away the 


| ſeeming ambiguity of my late conduct; 


but before I had proceeded far, I was 
e * * N auditor, 
3 5 


4 ; eetneſs, «and from that eircuniſtaioe 1 
might have been ſenſible, that it was 
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apply to her under the difficulties which 


had oppreſſed me. 
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of my addreſs, 


teaſt you might have made yourſelf ac- 
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to which I had no 
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beggar, my educat 
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e-ignorant 


h it 
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fie, Sel 
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Hon which was my only birth-right. 
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 « Notwithſtanding my letters never 


I. 
4 


quid not 
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I. was born a 
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other reply to make, but that, although 
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you can ſo falſely nominate the claims 


nd ſurely ought; to have 


one 
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Pour affiſtance, I ſhould: "oe? been more 

Kenacious of your friendſhip. en 
Indeed the ſympathetic concern the 


| expreſſed on hearing the narrative of Z 


my paſt troubles, affected me ſo ſenfibly, 
that I had ſcarcely reſolution to proceed; 
and no ſooner had I concluded, than 1 
took care to repreſs: any melancholy 
comments: which might have reſulted 


from my ſtory, by immediately ſuing for 
2 of one, whoſe happy termina- i 
tion could not fail to chaſe away the 
gloomy images which had taken * : 


ſeſſion of our minds. am 


4 had not in adwräble Kuster 


—_ puttin g to flight a melanch oly thought, 
riſing even in all the formidable majeſty 
of woe, I know not what would become 


of me: my life muſt be a continual prey 


. 7 N 


to miſerable reſlections; and what would 
be infinitely worſe, the peace of my be. 


loved guardian, through the tenderneſs 
of her affection, would inevitably fall 


| "a facrifice to the weakneſs of her ward. 


lay 


X47 . 


78 . 


4 My: letter to Courtly, as premiſed 
already, reached his hands in the very 
inſtant moſt critical to his future fate; 

for the ſhip, in which he was to have 
embarked, ſailed for the Eaſt Indies in 
leſs than five hours after he had: received 
intelligence, which cauſed a total ſubver- 
ſion of his plans, and determined him at 


all events not to quit a land in which 


there was now a dawning” 


leaſt, of his enjoying more ſubtantigh 


5 happineſs than fame or fortune in ally 
other country could beſtow; and under 


this generous Satlafafm p infpirt 3 
newborn hopes, thought himſelf ſingu- 
larly fortunate in being able to preſent 


his commiſſion in the army, with! | 


naval ſtores, to a poor young man, who | 


Was . : yy to n co 


home, he happened nes way in an 
unaccountable manner, and found himſelf 


+ within a mile of the family-ſeat; of his 


T Moores widow, | Com n of nag. 
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 leficep with: enquiries 3 heatll, 


were no more: than attentions indiſpen · 
"fibly neceſſary; according to the com- 
mon laws of politeneſs and etiquette: 
ſtrange} uhforeſeen actidents of this. 


nature continually occuring, and Fate 


city of his artleſs child, whom youth 


and inexperiemce rendered an eaſy victim. 
t this unjuſt eateuſton of parental au- 085 


„ 


. N. Vitae! It 1 lth s ai iin 
B69: ] Cola Foks Aquos WO Ein * _ 


ſeeming determined on their union, it 
was thought moſt adviſeable not to op- 
pole her decree, and in a few days af- 
| ter, —— of the year of her 
. z1the charming relic, with a 
{ful heart, preſented her[handiat-the 
altar a ſecond time, with the perfect 1 
Probation of her father, who is more 
Actisfied with the family, fortune and 
character of his preſent: ſom-in-law, than 
4a hadformerly been with thoſe of the. 
man, to whoſe] brutality | he ſacrificed = 
(Cas it happened) but the temporary feli-- 


—W ed 


ny Ah, Selima l'; exclairied the, when 


rr at this period of her hiſtory, 


% ſhould not. have been fully ſenſible 


of the. ſublime delight of pledging my 


faith to the man who was maſter of my 
affections, had I not been made to ſuffer 
the horrible reſerve. Do you know, 


that it was from an expreſſion of yours, 


dropped in a converſation between us at 
: apap ode, that I firſt learnt the 


true nature of the partiality which had 
ſtolen imperceptibly into my heart, and 


from the moment of the diſcovery, 1 


feelings were ſuch as it is impoſſible to | 


_ deſcribe. | I regarded myſelf as a guilty 


wretch, in the continual'commiſſion-of a © 


crime, which, involuntary as it Was, 
called upon me the ſevereſt penalty 


which ſelf accuſation could inflict, But, 


by following the digreſſion of my fair 
hiſtorian, I am retarding the explanation 


of an incident for which, if I may form 


a judgment on ſelf-evident principles, 


FRO canality 1 is at this moment on the 


— 100 rack. 


— 


r 4 


— 
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; rack. - Briefly then, us the happy” pair 
"were: making purchaſes, and giving di- 
rections in a celebrated; ſhop, in 
ſtreet, preparatory to their enſuing nup- 
tials, the ring, which I conclude has 
raiſed your curioſity little leſs than ĩt did 
mine, fell into the hands of its firſt 
owner, and with it the gold repeating- 
watch preſented to me by my dear la- 


7 1 mented benefactreſs, on my laſt return | 


from ſchool, which, according to the qew- 
eller's account, he likewiſe bought of u 


pawn- broker, with whom it had been 


took upon themſelves the trouble of in- 


leſt, long after the time appointed for its 
ranſome; and though my good friends 


tteerrogating this perſon. minutely on the 
| ſubjeR, theſe were all the particulars 
they could poſſibly obtain. As for their 
_ _ own reflections on the tranſaction, as 


vou may imagine, they were very vague, 


and ſometimes led them to condemn, 


| but. oftener to compaſſionate, the poor 
wretch, who had been induced, from 


6 wap 


any motive whatſoever, 'to relinquiſm 
ſuch ineſtimable pledges of ſincere re- 


b gard.— But I need not offer a more in- 


conteſtible proof of the magnanimity of 


their minds, than the generous wiſh, 


at leaſt a remote probability of reſtoring ; 
them to their former owner, and under 
that ſentiment Mr. Courtly purchaſed 
the watch, and his lady the ring, both 
which they have kindly obliged me to 
accept. From this circumſtance, I think 
Mrs. Woodley's treachery is clearly de. 
monſtrable. Gracious Heavens! what 
an egregious dupe have 1 been to arti- 
ſtce and hypocriſy perhaps! But it 
is not for me to reflect minutely upon 


paſt occurrences, but to regard vith | 


humble. thankfulneſs the preſent, '- 


Would you believe it, Julia? Mrs. ; 


Leſlie has taken away the watch ſhe' 


rival, with which ſhe” knows it cannot 
Kbep! time in my affeftions ; this is not a 
33; fi 3 nfs 1 topic | 
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topic for. difquition+: +nioft true it is, 


that the only relic of the tender par- 
tiality-of-a deceaſed friend, to whoſe ma- 
ternal care I owe more than my being, 


is to me a jewel of ineſtimable worth; 


nor were it otherwiſe, ſhould 1 pochen 


the eſteem of my preſent protectreſs, in 


the liberal meaſure in EA the f beſtow 


it upon me. 


Theſe vile. Gar . once more 


berelh me of her ſociety :- I think I be- 
fore mentioned to you. that ſhe only 
waited the arrival of our expected 
frienge) and their r wt _ 


| the, lolo *. bad ſultained 3 
me with a ſtupidity, which J could nei- 
ther conquer nor diſguiſe ; a conſequence. 
which they had the conſideration to fore. 
ſee; and ſtrove to obviate it by extorting 


from me a promiſeg before we parted, to 


accompany Mrs. Poyntz to the aſſembly 
* OY and as 1 . not hold it 
74401 9 


© 129 ) 
"ood. t to FARES the ugly offspring of ai 
content and diſappointment, I will en- 
deavour to fulfil it with a tolerable grace. 
Courtly, during his tranſitory ſojourn- 


ment at Bath, interrogated me concern- 
ing the magnet, which had ſo irreſiſtibly 


attracted Orlando to this place, when 


the duties of his profeſſion had ſuch ſtrong 


claims on his attendance elſewhere. 


6 Though I muſt confeſs,” added he, 


: with a bow, © the queſtion is rather a 
n one in the ae of Miſs 
5 N 


Der fir, returned I, e b 


you are the. very pine- apple of polite- 
neſs ; but you ſhall not avail yourſelf of 
flattery to fix ſo unmerited a charge up- 
on me. Your brother has a better apo- 


logy for his continuance here than that 
which you have been ſo kind to _ him 


with, I aſſure you.“ 


And, true to my ſex, I was going t to 
blab the whole hiſtory of Miſs Brown 


and her Acres at a breath, but, like lady 
. * VVV 
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et Diddy I gave a ae 1 and | 
„ _— 150 ne en n ad 
8 of Wan * laid be, « 50 will} — 5 
mit me to be the judge, when L am: bets 
ter acquainted with its complexion,?? ?“? 
For all further particulars,” return- 


I refer you to a party concerned: 


1 * it is 5801 for me to ſpeak upon a ſubject 
in which I have only common fame for 
my authority.“ —I was aware that I had 
ſiaid too much, and as I could not extri- 
cate myſelf, all I had to do was to avoid 


falling deeper into the net I had entwin- 


ed; but as it happened, I was fortunate 
255 Da to do no miſchief; for on the 
day following, the ſecret was ceremoni- 


ouſly revealed, the lady was introduced, 
and we all waited upon her in form, as 


* 


4 


the future bride of our reſpected rela- 
tive and friend, Orlando Courtly. Ihe 
character the lady affects, L perceive, is 
that of a woman of extenſive reading 
| and Wr ee Men of let- 
* „ . x 


. 1 131 N | 
ters 0 women of literature are the ms 


ſſcend to converſe, therefore I had little 
chance of gleaning much edification 


from her erudition. Courtly has con. 
© 1ceived an invincible abhorrence towards 
is fiſter-ele; and feels himſelf greatly 
Ik ſeandalized by the ſordid diſpoſition 1 
his brother. I can now account for the _ 
tropes and ſyllogiſms which have of late 
ſio profuſely decorated the language of Ts 


25 this * once agreeable young man. 


But J am throwing away my precious 
7s | time upon you without reſerving a de- 
cent portion for the indiſpenſible rites of 
the toilet: having particular execution 
to perform at the ball to night, I ought 
to be in full dreſs and full ſpirits for the 


purpoſe; and as the latter is an advan- 


; tage I deſpair of obtaining, all my hopes ; 
of ſucceſs muſt” be een in the 


former. 


You muſt know, NG the lalt time 1 
was in | public, a pert officer made his ap- 
3% is 3 pearanghe 


1 


people of, or with, whom ſhe will conde- 
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pearance; a ſmart, pretty follow, I muſt 


_ confeſs. . At firſt fight, I ſhould have 
thought I had ſeen his face before, had 
it not been for a ſcar over his leſt eye, 


on which he wears a moſt becoming 
black patch—but it muſt be ſome remote 
reſemblance, for I certainly never ſaw ſo 


fine a face, with ſo intelligent a counte- 


nance, which is very candid in me to 
acknowledge; for I cannot receive much 
pleaſure in enumerating the charms of a 
creature who might have been introduced 


to me, and not only rejected, but abſolu- 


6 08. ſcorned the honour of wy deen 
ce Shield me, a he, wh; a 


conceited ſhrug, © from a Bath beauty! 


As Cornet Smith, whoſe principal em- 
ployment it is to ſhew the lions, was de- 


ſcribing to him the RI” mn __ | 


Sor ry 


6 That is to ſay,” ” continued kn 6 
creature made up of airs and affectation, 
more fantaſtical than a monkey, more 


— * ins wit RY IR EE 


e ) 


3 An than a peacock, more noiſy than a 
parrot, more changeable than the came - 
| Hon, and more rapacious of admiration. 
than a hawk of his prey :—if ſtie were 
not born an idiot, you have taken an ef. 
fectual method to make her one. No, 
no, let us croſs the room; there is a 
uttle modeſt-looking girl in the corner 
yonder, who ſeems to have no preten- 
ions whatſoever.— Tell me her name, 
and 1 will yy wy reſpects t to han forth - N 
with. & 
Was tvs ever r 0 thing FE betta | 
Fey Part of this elegant diſ- 
courſe ! overheard, unconſcious of being 
the ſubject of it, but the gentleman to 
whom it was addrefled, had too much 
friendly malice to ſuffer me to remain 
in doubt to whom the compliment ap- 
pertained. Well, if 1 do not humble 
ed of this redoubtable hero, all 
the tricks which art and nature ever 
beſtowed upon woman to aſſail the heart 
* man ſhall be exerted 1 in. vain 5 tho) 


Beet Fen 4 


"is avi had ſome. reaſons i in his ob 
ſervations, 1 confeſs, for the people are 
3 a fool of me as faſt as they can, 
and find me docible enough, I fear, in 


receiving their inſtructions: in ſhort, 1 
happen to be the whim of the mo- 


ment; my dreſs, actions, words, and 


even thoughts, if any body has the pe- 
netration to diſcover them before they 


are uttered, become an eſtabliſhed mode 


immediately: but what you will join * 
with me in thinking moſt ſingularly ri- 


diculous, is, that becauſe my hair has 


not n e recovered the 


4 


40 Cong ring farce of unreſiſted eel, 0 i $493 


to eech the top af my ſtays, ili it 


hangs in ringlets, all the miſſes on the 

banks of the Avon haye laid aſide their 

\ - braids, or in thoſe caſes where Nature 
| has rendered ſuch an artificial ornament 


unneceſſary, they have actually cut off 
their flowing treſſes, to reduce them to 


as een, of mine. How is it poſ- 
ſible 


„„ ** 135 2 


£ 


ſible to keep ones wits, when hare are 
ſo many who want them!? But thank 


Heaven! vanity is no argument of idiot. 
iſm, notwithſtanding the ſhrewd remark 


. of this military cynic, or the wiſdom of 
many a grave philoſopher might be called 


in queſtion. Did not Minerva herſelf 
throw away her pipe, becauſe it diſ. 
torted her features, which I do not re- 
collect as having been eminent for their 
e though ſo nearly related to my/el, If If? 
A woman never reflects how time 
paſſes, whilſt ſhe prates or ſeribbles c 
la meme choſe n 2 il Pas os 1 ever 
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Ham ſeen my couſi ins, and Uke them 
© Hah, but do not intend to 951 9 5 
* good uncle's precaution, of f keepin 


a 8 


us ſeparate, by deſign, and ſuffering u us to 


meet by accident, has not been crowned 
predicted. But we 
knew the plan; and that knowledge 
operating on the ſpirit of contradiction, 
inherent in human nature, was ſufficient 


with the ſucceſs: he 


to render it abortive. One of the ladies 


is.very fair, and very tall; the other is. 
not quite ſo fair, nor quite ſo tall, but 


— 0 


> % 


V pos 
is 10 moſt» pleaſing of the two: they® Wo 
are, as you will ſuppoſe, perfectly {killed 
in all the faſhionable accompliſhments ; 

in ſhort, Pope has already deſcribed them 
better than I can, and on my own part, 
; j ſhall i only add that, ſuch as doug 1 


if « PI nons of them 1 i 


* 


7 No, give me the girl who has ſpirit 
enough to break the heart of the man 

ſhe hates, or to charm and delight the 
ſoul of him ſhe loves. Could I but 
meet with ſuch a woman, then to be- 

come the happy object of her preference 
muſt be my Tecond conſideration, My 
wife, Valtimond, mall never accompany 
-me to the altar, 6 to.oblige her "Re and 
mama YM 5 * 1 N 


: 0 3 ye gods 3 | 
| 135 woman frank an” F 


0 In pleaſing me z. Lg 
| Whoſe faithtul heart's the genuine ſpring 
By which her actions move, 

| And one in ev'ry trivial thing. 


1 Her truth 12 love. a 
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* . gift u vigld de ber FER N n at | 
5 And be her conſtant Mrs . 
"$0 mach find a Tocial'friend. c. 
PE! In my fair bride. . r 
A234 „ her oath of conſtant Mey: - "+. 
| GY Does all her actions ſway, . 6% | 
Tn my forget (my own to 1 


| | N * e 2 41275 ; ica 11 
FOR, 
l am in ee of citing i in love 
you will ſay, as the frenzy of poetry has 
[TO hold of me; but that does not 
always follow, for I was violently en» 
raptured on my firſt interview with Lady 
_ Margaret, the muſe tickled my elbow,, 
and down I ſat in an inſtant to my writ. 
ing deſk, but the devil a word could I 
. find to ſay about her, but what was ſo. 
| - common-place as to ſeem beneath my 
notice. My goddeſs was a fair goddeſs. 
to be ſure, but ſo was Helen of Greece, 
ſo. was Andromache of Troy, ſo was 
Diao, ſo was Roxana, Statira, and Cow- 
lip the dairy-maid'z and ſq has. been j 
every goddeſs, mortal or immortal, of N 
whatever age or country, handed r ol 


0 3 
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£ 1 the remoteſt antiquity Withe pre- N 


1 ſent day, at leaſt; that I recollect, except 
the N ener Queen: o that had my 
divinity been a brown divin 


my mufe. I danced with her laſt night 
for the ſecond time, not having many 
acquaintance here. There is a deviliſh_ 


Pretty girl in the place, with whom 15 
ſhould have been enchanted at the firſt “ 


glance, had not her name been ſo con- 


foundedly buzzed in my ears from morn- 


ing till night, that I was out of con- 


ceit with her features before I beheld 
them; but I believe I am within an ace 


:.. of becoming a. proſelyte to the public 
1 * opinion, with which I am commonly at 
variance you know. 
poſſeſſed an unconquerable averſion to a 
celebrated beauty: but when my partner, 


who did not arrive till country dances 
were begun, placed herſelf at the bottom 
of the ſet in conformity with the rules, 


5 this fair idol ed on relinquiſhing her 


place 7 


winity, poſtibly 
| the might have been more agreeable to 


I have hitherto 
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N OR) with 3s much land as if ſhe 
had never been deified; ; an offer which, 


It was made. 


a ments, that I ſuffered myſelf to be intro- 


afſeQtions, I main, moſt devotedly, 
| HENRY TALBOT, 


to my infinite chagrin was inſtantly ac- 
cepted with far zelt 5 85 ag 12 87 | 


This little e 150 het. every. 
action, which I had an opportunity 1 
obſerving, was eaſy and unaffected, 

- Wrought ſuch a revolution in my ſenti- 


duced to her, and am to have the ho- 
nour of her hand at the cotillion ball on 
Thurſday, where they ſay. ſhe acquits 
herſelf with a peculiar grace. If this 
creature ſhould prove ſuperior to the ill 

. effects of univerſal admiration and idola- 
try, ſhe muſt be a being ſomewhat above 
he common race of mortals. —Well 
nous verron;—In the mean time, to you 
who at preſent hold the firſt place in my 
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morning 
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ſe as a very cold return 
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but 


t does here, 
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Py 


m ö , 
for ſo kind 
. expreſſions; though my 
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ien 
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t excuſe in the 
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heart heats with its uſual warmth, its 


emotions lo 


1en 


ir ene 


"of 
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attention to an abſent fr 


you will find a ſuffic 
ſterility of the atmoſphere 


- dity. of my 


t freezes as hard at Bath as 
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* Le minsted into nn mort, 
words are but poor vehicles of ſentiments, 8 

and I will no longer pretend to employ * Ws 
| them in their conveyance, particularly. . 

when I am furniſhed with ſo delightful a 

ſudject for congratulation in the union 

” ofa worthy couple, in whoſe felicity you 

are ſo tenderly intereſted. Another oc- 

1 currefice from a very different quarter, EA, 

= and fraught with far leſs Pleaſurable 1 

communication, which may at this ng 0 © 

ment afford employment for my pen, is „„ 
| _th@ receipt of a letter from my lately T5 =& 

_ *erimifial, but now penitential, Rep- |: 
mother, who, deſerted by her infamous . * 
7 and refuſed the ſmalleſt degree 1 
of ſuccour from her incenſed relations, | 2 
has been driven, as the laſt reſource, to . F 

4 pply to me, to fave her from periſhing, * 

for want of the common neceſfaries of SEE 

fe, at Amiens, from whence ſhe writes, . „! 

| deſcribing her ſituation to be as lament- . . 

able an one, as ſickneſs and poverty .* ' +: 

i United in a range country can Ras, 5 


infant ſon; and this matter was alm 
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1 tive perk greatly at a loſs how to aK 
on the occaſion, but as the exigence was 
ſo prefling, delayed not to render her | 
what pecuniary aſſiſtance was in My 
power: but that muſt be too temporary 
à A relief either to anſwer her wants or my 
wiſhes to ſerve: the indigent, | from 
 whenceſoever their diſtreſſes may have 
wprung: : it is neither for me to > Jags | 
nor to correct them. © 3 
The phyſician who attends my father 
Is for ſome time been very urgent with 
bim to try the efficacy of a Warmer 
_ climate, thinking change of ſcene no leſs _ 
.. neceſſary to the reſtoration of his ſpirits, = 
than a milder atmoſphere is to the ſup- | 
port of the delicate conſtitution of his 


*Wkirmbie{Pupon before the unexpeagh 
_ arrival of the letter above mentioned. as 
figs circumſtance deranges all my 


ü, and I am- more than half. inclined 


18 WW labour now as indefatigably to coun- 


6 ä my enn deſigns, : as I had before 
| — done 
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, 4. for their e 1 
1 ſhould truly rejoice. in adminiſtering. 
any perſonal aid to this poor victim of 

Ex. Wn indiſcretion : : to ſubje& my un- 

fortunate, father to an interview with a 


* 


Woman, to whoſe wickedneſs and folly 
bis peace of mind has been ſo cruelly ſa- 


crificed, would be an act of temerity, 
which, whatever might be. the conſe- 


q quences of it, could reflect no credit 


upon me. Favour me with your advice 
in this dilemma, for I never felt myſelf 
more in want of the guidance of abeter - 
judgment than my own. , : 
I cannot have the inhumanity to with 


you ſucceſs i in your premeditated venge- i 


ance on the heart of the indignant 
1 pldiez, who, whatever may be his fame 
"In wa, will prove but a bully, I make 
No doubt, i in his reſiſtance to the attacks 
ef Cupid, and has unfortunately an 
Hwy to es who keeps the little 
e ee ee archer 
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y attached to her ſide, 


Il prove) 


of the agreeable ſociety of your worthy 


friend 


your pre 


it 


” "of 


in 
loſs (temporary -as. I truſt 


th you 


LY 


never recoil upon her- 


* 
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7 


that his darts can 
ä 
I fympathiſe wil 


. archer”®ſo cloſel 
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though not without an earneſt 
prayer, that your uneaſineſſes (for ſuch 
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will occur in the faireſt volume of 


things 


the 
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As; Dax Julia, you diſtreſs me TI "i Aye 
queſting a favour which is not within „ 
my abilities to grant. Friendſhip muſt 
be as blind as love if it really diſpoſes 
vou to believe me capable of yielding 4A 
you proper counſel in the delicate ſitu - | 
tion in which your ſtep-mother's ſtrange 

application has involved you: an appli- 

cation, which, I muſt however venture to 

"i | © obſerve, ſavours too much of confidence | 

do be allied to a truly contrite heart, — 
Were there the remoteſt probability thats | 
7 3 . 5 


1 ; Al te . wi C 
„ | fraw. her from the errors of. her own 
miſguided mind, it were an undgrta aking 


1 maſt worthy of you ; and the trueſt be- q 


F uy 
| nevolence unqueſtionably conſiſts in for- 


giving thoſe treſpaſſes, by which we ar 
- Moſt materially 4njured. But your own * 
feelings, my dear girl, and the good 
. with which you are capable 


of regulating. them, muſt alone direct 


vo in this extraordlitlarv coniundyr 
which is of too delicate a nature 


_ interference of one, who, though price * 
intereſted in your happineſs, poſleſſes 
neither diſcretion nor experience . 5 
quate to the taſk. We are deprived ef 
the company of poor Orlando, by a 
1 melancholy event. A meſſenger, 
who met his brother and ſiſter on the 
"® © road, brought him an account of the 
5; - ſudden death of his father not Ana 
hours after their departure. 
by attended Mrs. Poyntz to the dreſſed: 
- ball, At the Old Rooms, on Monday, 
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Talbot, whoni- my pen has in ſome 


me 1 

ing from my Ka hoſtile neuen ; 
| ainſtatte Ainty heart of the redoubt- 5 
able man 6f war, .ycleied captain Henry 


Mort introduced to your acquaintance, 
Chance performed wondersJn my favour,” . 

N * by placing me cloſe on the right wing 4 
of the enemy, and thereby giving me 
an opportunity to obſerve his Every a. 


ture. Conſcious that ae pans Aeſerted __ 
. -ounduing, exiſting upon the bounty of - 


0 ® the humane, I have no tight to any = 

5 8 2 whatever, 1 always take care to 

5 oeccupy the loweſt in the room, a ftua- 
tion to Which, for that time, as the 
whimſical dame had contrived for the 
ecompliſhnmient of my purpoſe, I pre. 
ſume, his fair partner and couſin, lady . 

| Margaret Talbot, who did. not arrive. 
ll the country dances were be; gun, Was Ty 
| reduced by the eſtabliſhed rules, which 
eue never ſuffered to be violated here. 
1 Ter * 3 "ous me TW" 1 


'* could 1 touch with effect, which had 


* 0 +. 7 * 


* nour of my hand for cotillions on Thurſ. 


= | day; a favour which „J fear, was granted 


with an air of ſatisfaction, too clearly 


demonſtrable of the inward triumph i 
. de. am a vretehed bungler in 


3 the art of diſſimulation, and always for- 
: get the neceſſity of diſguiſing my ſenti- 
ments, by. the management of my fea» 


. _.. tires, till the ſecret is diſcovered, and 5 
the precaution uſeleſs, Thurſday night, | 


is alſo over, as the date of this informs 
vou; yet the hero is ſafe, and all my 


* events of the” merning WT hang , 
heavy on. my mind, and my ſpirits were 
doi tune for coquetry. Not à ſtring 


FED power to animate the cold heart of this . 
4 proud infenſiþle ; but I will not abuſe. 

bim, for he did not find, me quite ſo re- 
ww pugnant to his ſtate on a nearer inter- 
* view, as his ſaucy imagination had de- 
ſeribed! for before the ball was over, 
be even condeſcended to ſolicit the ho- 


3 FIR l ATA 
: * 3 4 bh . , ol 
7 * FF 1 
wel con gerted ſc Jemes UNCXECY, as 
if . . 2 — « 
* ? bo . * 44 = r 
3. 1 4 3 
ww * I p 2 N EVE, TH < F "3 
F ; | MN. * n 5 
Bk TY 


— 
— — — 


mY 
— —ꝛ — 


8 © : - 4 at 4 2 
* 90 = , Cont 7 N * 10 
7 N. * 5 N 2 * 1 , x 1 % N wing 1 I * K | % 1 >% — on 5 Res 
1 2 * . p 3 5 % 4 k ; . — . — - _— — 
- 5 2 ; \ N el L * — — — 2 . — — — — — — — 2 —— 
- 1 RAP rw - Ee ho. — — _ — — 2 - ö en" ax. ei Ju 
—_— * —— * . : * — — — — [Cn do — hy 
, : - — ge — $ ——ů—ů—— — — 5 - - 
— 1 24 — 8 — — ——— 2 hee — * — ry — — — ——— — _— — — * — . — — 1 
- > — 9 — 2 — — FIC —— — —— —— — — — he — — — 22 — wy —— —— — — — — — - ö 
. — 2 hal — a Vp” mg oe — — — — — 2 — — Ys 5 — . * * — — © res —_— — — 7 2 
—— _— or FIT —— - — 7 — = < — 97 My 6 * — — vs ——— __ . — — — —— : — — — — 
— — oat — nr bnie es — be — — . * — — — P Rn IE” No nah Apna ei oynborys —— wh —— W —— — — 
— _ 3 —— — — — — — — — — . _— g n+ APV ö 2 —— — — — 
——— ee RCs . ——— — ai — l — — | - 
' 5 — ng 1 — - —5 + * = n. 2 — — — - a — , 
+ 4 nates — te) ET — a 1 — —  —_—_ „„ 7 —ͤ— ——— — ') 7 g I 
Et Fs * _— — * — — — n — 2 „ þ nl 2 
— 2 out —ů— * 0 i Pa FO 8 - = 
T : 2 a 5 — 39 eas <3 — * — 2 r 
"RX; + 5 70 6 — R . R 5 > — - G * 2 o SH = 
n II EW. . 8 . * Sm ms 8 * _ o 0 
1 r 4 bo ncnyn as mar i 
A. - 3 we 
l rr ye 2 —— 0 
= —_ . 2 - — . 
- 


— pr * - 
— — en eo 
— — 
— — — 
— AIR. 
— "x 
ww 
— 


- — — 
— 


he thodgy 1 lied Forth 2. 
dhe hee, pre- determined to Ye no . 
© mercy on the foe; but alas! 
cherous memory again ie tis on 


the field, and 1 never once recollected 4 5 ; 


| that he was onle, till the evening was to6 
far advanced for deginning my manceu- 
vres with any proſpect of ſucceſb. The 1 
true ſtate of the caſe is this; the erea- 
ture is endowed by Natufe Wich an un. 
common ſhire of good ſenſe,” and 1 be-. 

| eve it is not in the power of. woman ” 
.to deptive him of it. im {pite of preſu 
dice, I cbnfeſd, that his addreſb 1 mot 
. engaging, and I muſt Ae. 


* Kngvledge, that I never ſaw any. ones 


© Who, in x 1 and manhers,, can beat 

dhe ſmalleſt degree of compariſon with 

„him, except one, and that one I almaſt 
mudder to fay, is Lord Hazleford, "from 


> Aepilitude ati; in her perſons 4 4 
| fnlitnde, which notwithſtanding admits | 
x great ſuperiority in favour of my, new 


. 
0 


Lequzintance, 2 ode f gure is 1 finery 
- pd in whoſe countenance, which beams 
With more intelligence and animation, 
-- 2 open artleſſneſs is diffuſed, to cruſh. 
* pig in the birth: in truth, I like 
Tf well enough, earneſtly to wiſh, 
1 4 his ſoul may Keep the promiſe we 
* have from his face.” FRE 
But a letter from my dear guardian 
is is this moment delivered, which I muſt 
. . peruſe,” and then prepare for dinner. 
My good hoſt and hoſteſs expect much 
„ company: and the evening is to con- 
elude with harmony in every ſenſe of the 
word, 1 make no doubt; for this | 15 its : 4 
| favourite St OO 
Has your father given up his kouſa i in 
by 9 creed 4 Might not a Winter's 
"reſidence. in our own metropolis, be as 
efficacious to bis ſpirits, as a warmer "Y 5 
climate, which does not ſeem well cal . 6 
*, culated to invigorate his nerve: 
aw ity you not laugh, when I own, + 
det Iam wo of * n 1 7 ? 
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1 es 1 how to direct my | let- 


0 


3 yet I. am compelled to write, for I can 

find no other conſolation for my per- 
* "2 bored ſpirits, whilſt I am abſent from 
= the cauſe of their diſquietude. Valtimond, 
1 can never, ridicule thee more; for I 


* 


am fallen into the ſame toils, and, as an 
irrefragable argument of my folly, I have 
fallen in to them with my, eyes open, and, 


warned on all quarters of the danger, 


* nevertheleſs I had the ar to 
Vor. W. OP” encounter: 


ter with a proſpe& of your receiving it; 
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Meer, encounter : ina Wok 1 fulfilled my en- 2 0 4 
gagement with the moſt angelic eres. 
= in the creation; and the Hatural conſe.” I 5 ix" 
gquence was, that from that moment 2g . * 5 
. 5 became her ſlave, and hang me, if Ws > ; 5 2 5 B 

would exchange my preſent bondage for 8 £2 05 

the recovery of the ignoble freedom E | 


which I have been ſo lately vain. For. 5 
my dear fellow, as a partner in“ „ 
pleaſing pain, thou wilt eaſily beliexe me, 


|: when I ſwear, that I would. rather #i/s the, . 

rod than fly from the correction. . = = 

OY : Selima Worthy is che name of my en- 1 27 

1 chantreſs ; * name to which ſhe has an 4 64 wo. * 

15 . acknowledged right, though its deriva. -. 

3 tion is unknown. T8 £ overheard. lady * $:= 5 

Fares. Almeria enquire of Jack Smith, ho „ 

33 9 85 girl Wag who danced. with her. couſin * =—_ 

=: Harry; to which the teppil replied,witd = 1 

5 grin, 111 
8 Egad, your ladyſhip” has SO. $6: 

me with a taſk which-I fear it is beyond | ISS. 
5 abilities to perforin; though pardon ng 
* gn {roms thopghts, the difficulty | N 

; T!!! ß 

5 * k . Ln +, 208. DA 0 


would be to 8 DUR the ay hat 
© „ deen, for at preſent it is pretty evident 
3 chat ſhe. is the humble friend of a, rich 15 F 

= « Ft Widow in the Circus.“ OE 
1 . 66 Humble friend! he, he, h e go, 
Eh 95 pon ſeandalous creature ; upon my life, 
you are too bad: but tell me ſeriouſly  . 
nov, are you. ſure the is no- body ? go 
III Theardno more: the converfation was a8 
+. ſo little to my taſte, that: I. walked away, 
* "I and was ratified with one of a very 


* 


9 . different. nature with the ſweet, uncon- 


23 977%. ee 9 — ccc 2 
= 2 A * == Y « IN 

A — ” 

— 1 — has —— — 8 
— f r nee Ae re ee __ OD 


a ä hs | ©. ſcious lubſect of their! impertinence. f As 
_ : for ny fair relative, how T ſhould *xult - 1 
5 = in making her underſtand, that this bum. 1 
1 oh . ble friend / this no-body,! muſt attribute 75M 1 
tit wholly to herſelf, if ſhe does not ſur- uy 
paſs her ladyſhip in rank and fortune, 1 
5 though not in proportion with her ex- 1 
. traordinary excellence in every accom- | i 
pliſhment which can dignify the mind of x 
woman. Where alt the advantagey are 1 
. poſſeſſed, which noble blood or anceſtry Fo ö | | 

5 can 13 what the devil does it 

„ P22 N fignify 

5 85 . Mi - 

1 ' 


gh 160 J Ff 

| Sonlfy from whence they are Baden 1h | 4 
4 2 

Heaven grant that this lovely girl may . 
eſteem them worth her acceptance— 8 
Vet, Oh! my friend ! how could Lever Y 
bear -to conſider myſelf as the mere Bk Þ : 
appendage to theſe ſuperficial A : 4 
| - You have often told me that true love Ws 
and diffidence are inſeparably allied, and || _* .* 
I now begin to feel the juſtice of the ob- — * : 
_ ſervation: whatever good or evil conſe- 3 ob 
| quences I may experience in future from + : 
the irreſiſtible paſſion, it has already the . 1 
merit of having metamorphoſed de into : 
a very modeſt fellow—Fear having ob- 0 4 «a. F 

_ , tained ſueh an aſcentlency. over Hope in. = 5 
„ breaſt, that I am half. ready to appre- 1 
hend a ſucceſsful rival! in every pert cox- 1 
5 comb that I meet: yet, notwithſtanding, ld 
5 my humility, I have had the puppyiſm to pe : 
Datter myſelf, that my attentions taythis = NOS 
charming object of univerſal approba -. 2 
tion, were far from ungraciouſly Tecelv- 19 
5 by :—Nay, 1 have even danced: I beheld . 5 
3 xs mw ar 5 


. 


* \ Bade” a K pe BS A 
0 . n 5 y & 


1 7 157 +, „ 


a ray. of pleaſure ſparkle i in her intelli- g 
gent eyes on my approach, and a ſoft 
tinge of melancholy diffuſe itſelf over 
her countenance, when unfeeling Time 


has compelled me to tear myſelf away. 


The other day, I had the honour of a 


hs polite 1 invitation to dinner, and a private 


* 2 
3 
- 


concert in the evening, from the gentle- 
* . man at whoſe houſe ſhe refides during 
the abſence: of her friend, and.to whom 
I had but juſt got myſelf introduced. 
My appearance therefore was totally un- 
expected on her part, and the bluſh of 
Aurprize it occaſioned, I had actually the 5 
preſumption to interpret into an ex, 
preſſion of emotion, ſuch as frequently 
pervades my breaſt, ſince my firſt ac- - 
; *quaintance with -this lovely woman.— 5 
Her execution on the, harpſichord is 


'  exqlliſitely fine; and for her ſinging !'no 
"” ever ſo truly poltefled the faculty 


of charming t the ſenſes of mankind z: yet 


* there Was a tremour in her cadences 
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which lade her 3 diſſatisfied with 


her own performance, whilſt to me it 
ſeemed to indicate a ſenſibility, whien 


enereaſed the rapture of my ſoul. But, 
alas! the ſeaſon of rapture is expired; 


my own egregious folly has awakened 
me from this dream of happineſs, and 
plunged me in the abyſs of deſpair. I f 


am ſenſible I ſhall be doing thy friendly 


A ear ſome violence to make it truſter of 


cept this dawning. proſpect of felicity, I 


fear, forever from my ſight. elende, ; 


happening to dine at an ordinary with a 


party of choice ſpirits, and bleſt with a 


promiſe of Miſs Worthy” s hand for 


my own report againſt myſelf,” when I 


>” acknowledge, that, by a drunken frolick, | 


* 


I have, myſelf, drawn a curtain to inter- 


country dances i in the evening, when 


called upon for a toaſt, was it not 
5 natural for me to give the lovely miſtreſs 


of my heart? in ſhort, was it poſſible tc 
do — TS: on this incident my 
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the magical ſentence paſſed my lips, be- 
fore I was challenged to drink the lady” 8 
| health'in a pint bumper: it was not in 


man, at lealt it was not in a lover, to 
refuſe—had it been a gallon I ſhould 


have complied, nor ſhould I have ſuffered 
more from my acquieſcence. My rea- 


ſon, unuſed to brave the ſhocks of this 


ſpecies of exceſs, ſoon gave way to its 


opponent, and left me to the poor, nega- 


tive, good fortune, of being entirely diſ- 


abled from rendering myſelf contempti. 
ble and ridiculous to her, in whoſe breaſt 


1 ſo ardently wiſh to excite the ſenti- 


ments of affection and eſteem ; a juſt re- 
ſentment is now therefore the only pu- 
niſhment I have to apprehend. ls it not 
. vexatious, that in the infancy of our ac- 
HE] quaintance ſhe "ſhould have received ſo 
falſe an impreſſion of my character — 
You, who aaa my uſual temperance, 
1 will 
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evil. geniui wund means to CRP its 1575 
cendency over my fate, for ſcarcely had 
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will have 8 on my e e 1 | 5 | 
+. 1 know. not what to do; full of nt 


_ patience” to "confeſs. my fault, atteſt 
my penitence, and ſue do be foregiven, _ 
| L-have not Courage for the enterprize; 5 
beſides a ſtupifying head-ache, eyes 
ſunken, and hands trembling, are relicks , 


of inebriety too flagrant to ſuffer me to 


plead ſucceſsfully under their ae 


* 5 5 in my own behalf. 


lack Smith, whs- has: juſt been. nete; 
would fain- perſuade me, that my ab- 
ſence was regretted; but my reaſon is 
not ſo utterly*dethroned, as to ſuffer me 
to give credit. to the flattering inſinua- 
tions of ſueh a time ſerving ſycophant.., 

That Selima however declined dan. 
in for the evening, and .permitted not 


any happier n man to triumph in my; difs ** a 


appointment, is a truth too ble 


proved even for my humility to queſtion. . 
I ſhall direct to you at Florence; as, 
bon the date of JOE: laſt, with the i in 
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my opinion _ 


5 ** length determined i 6 
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4 being conſidered as e PreVitie. 5 8 


nary. to its execution ai 2» 
„ly father, already 8 chat fm 
1 5 40 thange of air alone he may, hope for k » 
PR, the removal of the numerous aladies. . Yi . 
under which he ſeems to labourh i o. 
reſolved upon the ſcheme, that I really - 15 1 
3 believe its prevention might” be ſeriouſly = 
2 i; detrimental to his health} eſpecially — FF 
| - having. been ſo aut thwarted in. his 5 
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1 - favourite deſign, which I may now con- e 

| ; - " $783 

o | Feſs to you was to pay A viſit to a re- 4 

2 . | n 

„ nowned city, which happens to be the 1 


* 3 © preſent reſidence of a fair lady, whole -, | 
- -} + -. © - name think you will be able to divine 
| .-* without the help even of its initials from 
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: : my pen. Jo chance, therefore, I muſt - . 


> x a groet meaſure now ſubmit the ar-: 
"4 8 | * . Fangement of my. future plans, particu- 


1 larly with regard, to the miſerable cul -_ — 9 
wig 5 prit, whom I would fain preſerve from 5 


LE becoming a victim to her former crimes; © 


ot by neceſſity's iron-hand- being n Es. | 
1 inte a renewal of them. 1 
- . * . | 


3 1 knew that you would 6 adiathie in 05 
„ my compaſſion, and nr een own 99 
| 5 5 Ge 7 
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ö | NV beloved F how pleafantly ſe 1 
your time 0% glides. along, and how / || 
delighted is your friend: once more to 
„. "ou. * chat ſphere of life, in 
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( 164 ) | 
which: it is beyond a doubt you were 
deſigned by Providence to move the 


envy and admiration of the world: and 


What appears almoſt miraculous, you . 
have eſcaped uncontaminated the TURE 


8 poiſon of univerſal adulation. SER 
Your deſcription of your agreeable, 5 


new acquaintance, has wrought upon my 


| mind ſo ſtrong a diſpoſition to admire . 


him, that I begin to tremble for his 


| peace. For mercy's ſake, if he is a man... 


of ſentiment, beware of inflicting a 
wound, which you will not have. the ” 


humanity. to aſſuage. There is ſome- 


thing ſo incomprehenſible i ip this part of 


- your character, that I ſhould not be ſur. * 
7 prized to find by the next poſt, the 

gentleman's eſteem for you being che- 
riſhed into a tenderer attachment, that 
your good opinion of him, which is no- 

bordering upon an animated regards 


ſhould then be transformed i into the 855 
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Pr: You maſt excuſe a ſhort epiſtle, now- 


PN Ng my dear girl, when you reflect 


on the ſcanty materials with which I am 
' furniſhed. for their fabrication. Alas! 


I fear I want the heavenly ſenſe “ To 


find tongues in trees, books in the 
running-brook, ſermons in ſtones, and 
good in every wing i 

TPet in truth I often moralize, tho! I 
fear it Is but a dernier reſort to fill up 
time. There are, however, who act, as 
well as thoſe who can better reaſon on 


their actions. May I be one! Then ſhall I 


never doubt that the gracious Selima 
will ſtill preſerve a warm corner in her 
heart for her unlearned, but, guilcleſs 


and unalienable, friend 
JULIA WESTBU R NE. 


v. 8. 15 it not ſtrange that I could 

conelude my letter without recollecting 

to inform you, that unleſs you write be- 
fore the 18th of this inſtant, I ſhall not 

| hear from you again, before we begin 
our journey? Nevertheleſt 89 75 is the 

ſituation 
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5 tian of affairs; erg I colds thee 0” 
delay not a timely viſitation to thy writ | 
ing-deſk, and in order to ſuppreſs any 


8 uneaſy thought on the increaſed diſtance 


of our ſeparation, fail not to entertain a 


__- Readfaſt belief, that oceans rolling be- ; 


tween us can never waſh away an atom 


of that affection, which from infancy : 5 


: has been 9 888 in our hearts, 
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5 Fm, fie, you flatterer! Could I have 
thought that Julia would take the part 
of my moſt dangerous enemies, and with + 
them endeavour to perſuade me to for 
get myſelf! The only compliment yoo: . 


) 


Marre t 


- SELIMA | 
0 
MISS Ws T BURN r. 


4 * 


pay me, which I can without a bluſh 
receive, is, that I am yet uncontaminated 


by the ſubtle poiſon of adulation: but if 


you unkindly contribute to ſweeten the 
_ ſeducing cup, how long may 1 be ſafe? ' 
._ Letyne entreat you to ſpare me VARY 
the ſincerity of your friendſhip, Flattery 
is ſometimes agreeable to me, I confeſs; 
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but then it is taken as other amiiments : 
incident to the times, which merely _ 
| ſerve to enliven the preſent hour with- 
cout leaving any impreſſion on the mind; 
but ſuch is not the gratification 1 ever 


. wiſh to derive from your affection. 


It is happy for me, perhaps, that! 
have juſt ſuffered a degree of humilia- 
tion, which may prove a timely antidote 
to the baneful effects of this pernicious 


derung., Tet why ſhould I employ a : 


thought on trifling mortifications, whilſt 
grief, occaſioned by your approaching 


baniſhment to a foreign clime, predomi- 5 
nates in my breaſt; though I think you 


will acknowledge that I have ſufficient 


cauſe for chagrin, whilſt you have little 


indeed to excite your tremours for the 
peace of an inconſiſtent man. I have at 
laſt met with a mortal as incomprehenſi- | 


ble as myſelf at Feaſt. You will ſcarcely = 


believe me, I ſuppoſe, When 1 tell ou 1 
that I was engaged to dance with captain 

ne at the Upper . laſt night, 
7 9 j 1 . 


L's, | | 6 1659 * 
ard that he never appeared to im the 
performance of my promiſe, or even ſent 
an apology: for his neglect; and I late 
{till the whole evening, thinking he was 
fure to arrive before the end of it; or in 
eaſe he ſhould not, fully Solent that 
his incivility ſhould not. t find a ſanction in ies 
mine. 7M | Ys) 
What farourable ating” can 1 
form on ſuch extraordinary behaviour? 


Indeed I begin ſeriouſly to fear that a 
; fecond lord Hazleford lurks beneath the 
ſpecious appearance of a prepoſſeſſing 

figure: yet a converſation I. accidentally 
 ever-heard in the Pump- room ought to 


arreſt my judgment, and ſecure him from 


the 11699. aI0ſe of too haſty a condemnation. 
Gan you tell me, where Harry 5 
Talbot 3 is to be found, or if he is {till in 

Bath,“ demanded a gentleman near me, 

addreſſing himſelf to Mr. Poyntz. 

= e Certainly, returned the latter, 
his lodgings are on the North Parade, 

and 1 hope he has no immediate inten- 
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5 but then it is taken as other ani ents : 
incident to the times, which merely 
| ſerve to enliven the preſent hour with- 
out leaving any impreſſion on the mind ; 
but ſuch is not the gratification [ eyer 
wiſh to derive from your affetion. 


It is happy for me, perhaps, that I 


have juſt ſuffcred a degree of humillia- 


tion, which may prove a timely antidote _ 
to the baneful effects of this pernicioug 


drug. Yet why ſhould I employ a 


thought on trifling mortifications, whilſt. 
grief, occaſioned by your approaching 
baniſhment to a foreign clime, predomi- 


nates in my breaſt ; though I think you | 


will acknowledge that I have ſufficient 
cauſe for chagrin, whilſt you have little 
indeed to excite your tremours for the 
peace of an inconſiſtent 'man. have at 
laſt met with a mortal as incomprehenſi- 
ble as myſelf at feaſt. You will ſcarcely 


believe me, I ſuppoſe, when I tell you 


that I was engaged to dance with captain 15 
N at the e 5 laſt night, 
i and 


. 


et RF; 


i und that ke never appeared to claim the ; 
performance of my promiſe, or even ſent 
an apology. for his neglect; and I fate. 
ſtill the whole evening, thinking he was 

fure to arrive before the end of it; or in 
caſe he ſhould not, fully determined that 


his incivility ſhould not. find a ſanQion i in 
mine. 


What favourable conjectures can 1 


form on ſuch extraordinary behaviour! #E 
Indeed I begin ſeriouſly to fear that 4 


ſecond lord Hazleford lurks beneath the 
ſpecious appearance of a prepoſſeſſing 
figure: yet a converſation Laccidentallx 


oyercheard in the Pump- room ought to 


arreſt my judgment, and ſecure him from 


the injuſtice of too haſty a condemnation. 
Can you tell me, where Harry 


Talbot i is to be found, or if he is {till 1 in 


Bath, ” demanded a gentleman near me, 


addrefling himſelf to Mr. Poyntz. 15 


1 Certainly,” returned the latter, 
his lodgings are on the North Parade, 


and 1 Hope he has no immediate inten- 
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tion to 0 us; for he i is thedliſ and 8 
5 ſpirit of the place Are you. well ac- 


quainted with him . 
Not better with myſelf; a Was „ 


reply to this interrogation; « and ! 
| will venture to affirm,” added the ſtran- 


ger, « that the worthineſs of his heart is 


- (calculated. to reflect luſtre on the 


- pleafantry of his manners.“ 6 


Not lang afterwards. my woes Fiend 
_ approached” me with the gentleman by 


F the arm, and, as he introduced him to 


me, took an opportunity, in a half. 


ee? whiſper, to hint, that bis particular in- 


”  timacy with Captain Talbot, he pre. 
ſumed, would not render his acquaint. 
ance leſs acceptable to me. This ſaucy 
inſinuation called ſuch a glow of confu- 
ion into my face that I could ſcarcely 
| ſpeak; and I looked ſo like an idiot 


that, at that moment, 1 had little chance Te: 


of rendering myſelf acceptable to any 
one. It is ſtrange that ſuch an abſurd 
idea could find admittance into his brain; 


3 


imd fill tranger chat he ſhould make 


ſo ill-timed' a diſcloſure” of it. Nay, | 


what is moſt intolerably provoking, 


the world has had the malice to teize 


me about the man, ſince they have wit- 
on the public. indignity with which $ 
bave been treated. Well, I do not care 
—T dare ſay he has left Bath, and ten 
to one I ſhall never ſee Him again—1 


thank my ſtars it is a lofs I can very 
| eaſily ſurvive. - Yoo,” yoo, TT am en 


vinced it muſt be ſo; for yeſterday, the 
morning being fine, little Lucy Poyntz 
and I ſtrolled about from place to place, 
and this ſon of Mars was inviſible par- 
tout. Not that I went to look after him, 
be aſſured; No woman likes to be 
ſlighted; otherwiſe it is a matter of ſuch 
utter indifference to me----Bleſs me! 
there is a violent rap at the door —Bů 


your leave, whilſt I juſt ſtep to Any win - 


dow to ſee who it i8 ;— 


Talbot, as I live Sen hh will 


| not af me, becauſe all the reſt of the 


family 
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Salbe are om hothe- 1 do not belibre 1 


> des Mary. Dear, dear, he win 
chink he has offeided beyond forgive- 
neſs; 49 yoo! Way one: pug: not _ 


k a 06. 8. 


ts in, and Lam called o atten a him in 
T the parlour, 58 i e 
Well, Julia, the Sendet l is Fb 


1 confeſs; but then. the <vndowr of the: 
 contetion, with the unaffected contrition 


2 the Occaſion of the fault, with: 


the aſſiſtance of an impertinent fellow, 
who haunts me like my ſhadow— He 


Was always my averſion, and now I 
"ot before?) £3511 415 3 10 noe. 


| Ind again, as he thinks it a very poor 
able to any woman for a man to- 
> 1 8 


a creature knows that I am in the houſe _ 


- though the; offence was a diſfractfalions = 


With which it was accompanied! Had: 
Jou been in my place you would not 
haye been inexorable. Beſides T was 


ſhall hate in "rs times. ctr hal 1 


Talbot e wy will n never ink why; 2 5 


| a himſelf to the level of A be 
- to do her homage ; and ſhall, hencefor- 


| - 


. NY SELIMA m CONTINUATION. 4 


as will merely prove an = excuſe for the 
ment. I had not time to reſume my 


pen before dinner, and now tea and 
coffee are ſerved up, and the pardoned 


diſmal characters on my ſide of the leaf, 
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ward, content himſelf” with ſuch a toa 


glaſs.” But I cannot ſtay” another mo- 


twain ae to eee us to e 
13 I write ahy time tomorrow (ag 
letter will not fail to reach you before 
the day which, though marked with 


will, I truſt, on yours be found replete 


with all the ſmiling eee of e net 1 


and 8 1 | 1 i 15 


f Me; 
Bos 68 6s 
914 


How thankful am 1 that you are — 
am; in England —that [ have yet an op- 19 5: | 
- portunity to confide in your breaſt the - 


5 unexpected occurrences which 2 25 „ 
my own. . 9 
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fy 01 julia \—Talbot—I cannot ses i 
PEO el my full boſom has found relief in 
ihe flood of tears which is, at this mo- 


; ment, ſtreaming from my eyes. 
Talbot loves me, Julia And 1 now 
and L could not have been happy had L 


failed to make an impreſſion on his 


heart For mine, I now confeſs, has 


you not amazed at the acknow e 


in my hand. Ed 


TDauoou will not t ſulpeck me, 1 49 af -- 
having betrayed all this weakneſs to the 

author of it, becauſe J am ſo-ingenuous 
to you, Indeed L ſeem. to. have been an 


inadvertently betome his captive. Are 
ment? 

Bs How Mrs. Leflie wilt be delighted. Yet, 
though Lam perfectly well acquainted - 
; 1” with hen ſentiments, I dare not inform 2 
her of the converſion wrought in mine, 
after what has paſſed between us on the 
ſubject, rill I can en, her * apology ; 


— 


a dream, and this incoherent ſcrawl will ; 


dg, but a 10 teſtimony. . that 1 am now 
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we were going to the Concert, you | 


know, where the mufſe was good, and 


the evening paſſed away apparently to 5 
W general ſatisfaction of the company. 


As for Captain Talbot and myſelf, 
$73 we are both ſuch violent amateurs of 


OT. Ou charming ſcience, that we abſoletely | 


paid little leſs attention to the orcheſtra - 
than to each other, till a booted meſ. 
5 ſenger made loud i inquiries for my neigh- 
bour, and being ſoon directed to him, 
whe preſented a letter, which had been ſent. 


expreſs from his uncle Lord Fitzalwine, 8 


13 entreating his Amr ana attendance at 
the borough of a ſeat in Par- 


liament being air by the death of 
bone of the repreſentatives of that place, | 
to which it is his ardent wiſh that his 


nephew ſhould ſucceed. / Talbot looked 
as if a ghoſt had croſſed him. [ thought | 
he had received intelligence of the death 
of ſome near relation or eſteemed friend, 
and anxiouſly inquired if there was any 
| Foal foundation for the conje jecture. He 
| anſwered 
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= ROONEY me only by nde 5 
| | . letter to peruſe and then caſting his 
3 eyes on my face with more than uſual 
= Expreſſion i in his ountenan c,, 
W Would you have ie go, Miſs 
| — | Worthy? 321 . 401 dad 21 357 
1 1 ans big caſe 1 mould have 
=. laughed at ſo pathetic an interrogation; 5 
| but in this I felt the force of it too much 
1 (without * to utter a Tf Ha 1 
. 5:5. * is ee 
« You are ths 1 youre own ations, 8 
I preſume;“ faid I, ſtammering; * but 
— if you aſk my opinion, I ſay, moſt-cer- 
=_— _ tainly; nor do 1 ſee how you could 
poſſibly refuſe to comply with a requeſt 
Which has your own: bonour entirely for 
itaimgtive , e 4 
Cruel Selima 19 tis he, « with g . 
* 3 unfeeling nonchalance you can 7 
=. join in baniſhing from your preſence a __ 
man, to whom the diſſolution of ſoul and | OR 
body is a pang he would much leſs trem. 55 
ble to encounter : but I cannot leave you 
Mays 1 in 


1 


＋ 7 3 


ſervation of the company, 


Captain Talbot?“ demanded I, 


1 FE Only that Nn. 15 per particularly 7 


- defire myjabſence ;” 


Indeed I do not,” 7 moſt duc, 5 


replied; 833 


. 


And that if 1 bs go, you will not 16 
uw be diſpleaſed. at my return,“ ſill cate- ? : 


> ae 


chiſgd Wy inquiſitor ; 1 


near my lips; ; and though at that mo- 
Vor. IV. „„ 


Intent ET me know 1 worſkae Fg 
Once; tell me, that You wiſh me gone 
Bever to return, and there being no al- 
_ tergatives I nut amt to ths _ 


_ Terrified x bie „ ee which 11 
e would draw pant us the ob- 


e What would you hex me Ay, | 


1+... 44 80 far from it,“ en ee « that 555 
| * ſhall hold myſelf engaged to dance 

With you at the firſt ball after your ar- 5 

_ rival, and ſhall expect that honour with! 

_ _ _ —-impatience I was going to ſay, but I 
found my heart was approaching too 


. 


1. ny angel, I will not Wule bl 
%% > 1+ 792, -.'* 


went [was little fulpicious of the 8 


pulſe by which # was actuated, 1 was, 
aware that there would be more can- 


1 "Your: than propriety in ſuch an acknow- 
ledgment. The ſentence however did 
©," me long. remain, 'unfiniſhed—Vanity, 
Which reigns with equal Way in male 
and female, ſoon ſupplied it with the 


natural . which wy PR Fe 


; 9 with- held. 


4 Good Heavens | mw e kei in a 


8 an extacy— Was not impatience the 
Word that would have followed? Ah! 
wWuherefore reſtrain the generoſity of your 
heart? Can it be poſſible? Would 
Fou expect me with impatience * Speak, 


u * 2250 


You may be dared," that 10 was 1 0 = 


. faſtly determined” not to confirm the 


conjecture; but to utter a direct falſhood 


Dm.” 


9 1 not in my power, and I fear my i 
+ VR! and een d my 


ſentiments * 


co) 


aan 00 effgctu „ than. lan . 
Suage could have done. » 

- Luckily the concert Ad: and gave 9 
=: forme relief to my embarraſſment, but 
1 Talbot accompanied us home to ſupper, 
3 and, conſcious of my own folly, I could 

©. Dot, recover my uſual compoſure in his 
preſence. In ſhort, I felt an oppreſſion - . 
on my ſpirits of a nature which I never 
was ſenſible of before; and what is ilk 
more extraordinary, ern Wich whom 
I bad always converſed with the moſt 
eeaſe and chearfulneſs, I was moſt — Fg 
cularly, though unintentionally, reſerved, 
Io add ta my chagrin, I was aſked many 
 makopportune queſtions concerning the 
we had attended, to which could 2 

: „ rational reply, for I really did pe 1 

not recollect one piece that had ben 
played during the latter part of the pers 

- formance. Talbot Wag 26 

the ſame predicament ; but thinking to 5 15 1 

e xtricate himſelf with more adroitneſs Foe! 
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© a Dey you. know/? fad Mes. ben, ; 


| 5 158 7 5 
lühächg at which all me com 
pany laughed aloud: he (gentlemen. : * 
the ſame time provokingly obſerving, 
that the müſtake was very pardonable, 
and that any man would have been 
_"btqud of ſo fair awexeule for inattention. 

But Corgiet Smith, yenturing to in- 
"al his titter, till it grew too diſtin« 
guiſhable, called forth ſuch à furious 
= from the diſconcerted ' ſoldier; 
that I began to tremble: for the conſe- 
| quences. . I fear, Julia, it indicated a 
temper iraſcible in no trifting degree: 
yet let us not be too haſty; 1 in our cen- 
ure; it was a very teazing « enn 
3 SD ee ene 
A Pp! /Labſerved ay nd haſt 
FY in "private. confabulation with the 
hero of my ſtory, and ſoon aſter wards, 
ben the 24-4 Yi was reduced, I was gra? 

eckoned to ere aft their . 
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Wb” 


* miſe Captain Talbot, that you will make 


him ſome tea and coffee in the morn- "Hp | 


ing? He is terribly afraid,” continued 
he, ſmiling, of beginning his journey 
without a comfortable breakfaſt; and 
however diſagreeable the office may be, 
I am ſure you will not refuſe to do the 
honours of my table in my abſence, - 
| eſpecially a as FIT love wy _ and 1 
1 . 

1's ages . was FER e en 
| diſcernible in my countenance, for the 
_ gentleman with extraordinary gravity 


laid, Nay, ett if oy DIVE: 10 
* objectionꝰ — 1 


eL cannot pofibly have any obj 


emed I, with as much uncon- 
Febrn as I could aſſume, to the making 
bg uſeful to Mrs, Poyntz.“ 
Then,“ cried he, ſeizing my hand 
in his, which trembled as he preſſed it, 
25 Toe once again at leaſt” —he was 
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and dangerus inhabitant which had 
gained admittance into my heart, cauſed 


4 y \ = * 
\ | 0 182 . N ; x | | 
. ö os , 2 


b chr bin in 4 ſtate of: Arat; 405 eri. 
deent, I fear, to all whom, he left in it; 


L retired early to my pillow, but not 25 | 
to reſt :. the perturbation of my ſpirits, 
y of the ſtrange _ 


ſuch a tumult in my breaſt, that fleep - 


never aſſailed © my eye. lids. Tired of 
watching the dreary progreſs" of the 


night, I was up before the dawn, but 


"+ 


| vid not leave my chamber till iy com- 
pany was requeſted in the parlour. 
cannot honeſtly declare that I received 


the ſammons will -diſpleaſure, but an 
vniverſal tremour ſhook. my frame, and 
L experienced a mixed ſenſation, ſo new 
and undefinable to me, chat I muſt leave 
it to Montgomery in rg next inter- 
der with dene explain. „ 
Talbot's firſt ſalutation wis an | enquiry T 
Aer my health, Excited by the ravages, 
Which want of reſt and a diſturbed mind 
had made on my complexion ; a query 
Ih 1 8 3 


8 


no leſs e to o himſelf; 44 which 


| infleed. his appearance rendered 1 


i T3 
For my part,” eres b the - 


> Leeplel night I: have | paſſed; with the 


cruel ſuſpenſe of doubtful love, are ſuf- 
ficient to account for the ieful traces 


which are viſible i in my countenance; 


but I come to you as the ſovereign em- 


piric, wha. have Mp 128 deut at nw 
diſpoſal 1 


225 þ IT 17 


TR 525 a 1 at = this rsd 


oY ds. and endeavoured to ſeem un- 
cConſcious of its alluſion; but 1 always 


find it difficult rs play the hypocrite, 


and now, I believe, zpirfotmedy Wc mo" 


more miſerably than ever.. 


My noſtrums are very Ale . 


"med I,” but ſuch as they are, I think, 
the ſooner you try thei efficacy the bet - 


d Going to ring the bell as J poke. 
Hold,“ eried he, b it is not a cup 4 12 
5 chocolate or coffee, but the cup:of _ 
happineſs or miſery, which I now e ex 
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1 to receive 8 Noa! FRO then 292 


om me to a chair, me Pg At 


To: "4 Miſs Worthy, 9 1 be. 66 you 5 / g 


have too much diſcernment to be 


le af che /paſſion you have inſpired. . 


Tell me, I gonjure you, if a plain, ho- 
neſt ſoldier, with fortune and connec- 


tions far above his deſervings, may be 
happy enough to render himſelf accept - | 
able to you? Candour and ſiyeerity is 
All I aſk; but I am well aſſured, you 
have too much nobleneſs of heart to 
8 5 740 me. Paige 3 Nik it . not 


_— 
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5 we 8 . 2636 l nd 
been e ulforeſcen. When 1 11 . 
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7 Captain bot. d 15 you | 
ie ; think to whom you have en 

1 E ſo honourable a propoſal. : | 
You * 7 45 that FOTO 


* Lox 
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. 165 5 „„ 9 
* gieber ende birth, a poor deleted 
| Randling"— 8405 %%% 9 4 
-< Spare me, dene he, 4 1 
Kirby fake! I am already fully ſens. 1 
Hie that Lam not converſing with a mortal 
of ordinary mould, and that the merit of 
an angel dwells not in her genealogy; 
but 1 thank you, Sehima, for holding 
theſe adventitious giſts of fortune in 
ſome conſi deration, as they are al | 
have to Barter for tlie many excellencies, 
Which 11 moment e themſelves 
. 71 3 RR, e n 1343 „ 
Aide be ran on; . 1 be 
| groſs, intolerable egotiſm in me to repeat 
to you one half of the exprethons, Wien 
an extravagant partiality dictated to bis 
florid imagination. He would not ſuffer 
me to edge in a „enen was 8 7 —— 
to his ſuit. a Int 780 15 14 | Fay 7 


„ ke 


„If you WM eg 72 » ſaid I; with | 


ſome. difficulty;. (“ for your on conſe- ,, 
| quency, think of the clins which your 


family has upon Fl: * its ſupporg f i 
Would | 


x 1 7 


"4 


ceident of life, exceptin 


breaſt of an anxious parent, to 
a tranſient paſhon in your own, if you 
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z nor even to him or my father, 


t 467 » 


. reſtrained them. O! Talbot, 1. 
5 could not bear the conſeiouſneſs of Ten. _ 
dering myſelf more ene of „ 
5 I e | $ 
„ Unworthy 6f 1 me b ae he. 


knew not how ſuperior your ſoul is 
to affectation O that I could procure 
1 mirror, which would reflect the mind 
or that I had the power to make you ſee 
al e. with the ſame eyes, with which 
you | behold the pigmy merits of the 
world in general. No, — caſting him- 
ſelf at my feet, I ſwear by all the pow-. 
ers Hold,” interupted I, * if you 


Vvuoiſh me to credit thefincerity of your 


profeſſions, you muſt not ſwear, You 


| Ki my hand and kiſſing 1 If 1 1 


have juſt now ſaid, that I was ſuperior WI 
to affectation; and in order to confirm 


the honourable opinion in your mind, 
Jam going to confeſs to you, that my 
heart is a powerful advocate in your fa- 


bo our, though my reaſon forcibly oppoſes 


"IM NOS _ forbids me to facr 
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and ſubmit 


(us 95 


ths FOE and 8 . man 
Io eſteem“ (and. I am afraid, an imperti. 
nent tear ſtarted from my eye, as 1 
poke) “ for the gratiflcation of a pre. 
ſumptuous paſſion; which perhaps I am 
very culpable in having permitted to : 
take place:——Hear me, faid I,“ obſery- 
ing his impatience to confute my argu- - 
ments You know, I am the child of 
charity; that I exiſt but on the bounty 
. the humane: conſequently, though | 
- __ without} relations, I am not deſtitute 


of friends friends, to whom I owe more 


Pg, than filial gratitude and ſubmiſſion; to 
"them therefore I ſhall refer your ſuit, 
ſelf entirely to their dif. 


3” Pry 755 * oy * . * * . 17 _ , i 
ah . r 1 1. e . * #11 


„„ Agreed, 55 cxied Talbot, in an ex- 
Jug concluding, I ſuppoſe, that he 
mould find it eaſter to overcome the 

ſteruples of the 1 ys: than . of 5 


the young one. 4 


1 Mc „ Mrs. e Lam . will "Big 0 
_ compaſſion to: We my 1 24 
| Ws go. 1 , SR 6 Les,“ 


N 1 


if» 
8 


5 


LY « © Yew retur 
you have taken care to eſtabliſh your 


( 6 5 


8 


intereſt in that quarter, if I may ſo 


ned I, ſmiling, * 1 think 


term the promotion of a ſuit, which is 


ſo inimical to it in the literal ſenſe of 
the word. But though I am highly i in- 
debted to Mrs. Poyntz for many friendly 


andipolite attentions, it is not from her 


that J am to expect the deciſion of my 
future fate.” There is a woman to 


whom“ 


«6 Where?” auto: e my 


volatile ſwain, „tell me where ſhe is 
to be found, and if before tomorrow. 


night I do not return fayoured with the 


. approbation of my wiſhes“ 
What! and leave your uncle, 1 


borough, and the ſeat in ene itt 


the lurch Y?. 


Dear Talbot, reſtrain this pennt 1 


of temper. I hope for the return of 
Mrs. Leſlie in a few days at fartheſt; in 
all 8 it will precede Tour og. FO 


» 


( 90 IS „ 
EF L would have. y een . 


quainted with each other before ſhe is | 


informed of ſo. irrefragable- an inſtance 


of your folly, particularly as ens LD: 


are not eaſily overcome you know.”* 
If you perſiſt thus in abuſing your- 

ſelf, hang me if I do not take an effee- 

tual method to ſilence you,” eried h 


35 
and I verily believe the wretch would 
have had the aſſurance to ſnatch a kiſs 
from my lips, had I not ſprang to the 

bell, and rang for breakfaſt in a hurry ; 

nor did it arrive before it was highly 
neceſſary to mitigate the raillery which 
dur long and private conference na- 
turally incurred. The family was up, 
and I had ſcarcely poured out the tea 
before they joined us. My morning vi- 
ſitor ſoon afterwards retired to his lodg- 
ings, to prepare for his journey, but 
with ſuch a look of ſatisfaction, that 
Mr. Poyntz obſerved, that the lady ha 
7 wot 3 W adding that it were 
e a reflexion _ 


« 


« 191) 0 


7 1 refle&ion indeed on Miſs Worthy's 
taſte to conceive ſuch a poſſibility, when 
ſo fine and amiable a young man was in 

V 


1 proteſt, Julia, though. much con- / 


Fuſed by the inſinuation, I could have 
hugged him for the compliment which 
accompanied it: had he called me a2 
Venus, he would not have pleaſed me 
half ſo well. I have been uſed to think 
Mr. Poyntz not poſſeſſed of a very e- 
re underſtanding, but there 


may be a great deal of ſound judgment, 
unattended with m7 ts a 


of parts. 


Such is the Nele poltare of affairs 
in u dhe wonderful memoirs of the moſt 
wonderful Selima Worthy; and indeed 


L have often thought ſome of Cupid's 
machinery was only wanting for the fa- 
brication of a modern novel. 


On my guardian's ea, my 


bopes and fears at preſent reſt; it is 


8 „„ that 


„„ I 192 SY 
that conſideration that ſuſtains my 8 


rits: had I but my own judgment to 


direct me, my heart muſt break, for it 
would never permit the encouragement 
of my preſumptuous hopes. Hers will 
be more indulgent, I know it will, and 
I cannot fear the commiſſion of an ing 
when acting beneath its ſanQtion. © 


Mrs. Poyntz following me into my 


Atom this morning, tenderly in- 
terrogated me as to the intentions of 
Captain Talbot; His behaviour,“ ſaid 
ſhe, „has been very particular, and I 

ny his converſation with 55 to: 11 


1 been unequivocal.” _ 
«© Perfectly ſo,” I replied, e 


i | bluſhing, n yy 5 caſt . bay 


floor. | 
£06 I give you j. nad hip 0 FIN 


an alliance would gratify the pride of 
the firſt family in the kingdom.“ 


% Alas! my dear madam,” ſaid I, 


66 chat! is my only ria wad for as to 
himſelf” — Nj Toe 


\ 


0 uz ) 
16 Phaw, pſhaw; do not be a ro. 


mantic ſimpleton, and refine away your 


happineſs; what ſignifies talking of him- 
ſelf, he is a charming man to be ſure, 


but were he an @ſop, the power of 


making his wife a counteſs would be 


ſufficient to counterbalance all his de- 
8 formities.” | 


"ch i the Fire: of 'wonlkh fn; gran- 


deur, even upon the mind of a ſenſible ; 
and amiable woman. 


«© T ſhall ſubmit myſelf implicitly,” re- 
turned I, „ as duty and gratitude de- 


LE mand, to the diſpoſal of Mrs. Leſlie.“ 


e To be ſure,” ſaid the, „and you 


had better write to her immediately.” 


„ will certainly,“ ſaid I, 


if you think it neceflary, but I expect 


her hpurly, and I confeſs I would much 


rather converſe with, than write "ov her 1 


on the ſubject.“ 


„Well, well N thine . bs no 


; te unpropriey,” &s. capa ſhe, 6 in that 


$3 trreſpect; 
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e 
reſpect; a week or ten days can be of 
no. conſequence, eſpecially as we know 


what her ſentiments muſt be upon _ 


occaſion as perfectiy as if 88 had 180 | 
clared 8 15 

There is a Miſs Dorinda Cleland juſt 5 
1 on a viſit to Mrs. Poynte, to 
whom ſhe is a near relation; from the 
_ glimpſe I have had of her, ſhe ſeems 


weak and romantic, but her character 
may improve on a nearer acquaintance. | 


I forgot to tell you, that a day or two 


"aw my guardian's trip to London had 1 


taken place, Colonel Audley recollected 
"ſome: urgent buſineſs, which made his 
attendance in the metropolis indiſpen- 
_ fible. What perſeverance will effect, 1 


know not, but the gentleman ſeems de- 


termined to * its e * the [8 
Map of 4 8 
| Deareſt Julls, Wie Thie regs | 
packet, I truſt, will reach you on the 


eve of your departure, when you will 


not have time to comment on its con- 
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tents. Heaven bleſs you, and fulfil 

' KF every wiſh of your beneyolent heart, 
KF which is incapable of ridiculing the - 

KH weakneſs of a ſincere friend, 


SELIMA WORTHY, 
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CAPTAIN TALBOT 


THE HON. v. MONTOGMERY. 


ty F 


Troven dil in ſuſpenſe with re- 
gard to your preſent ſituation, and 
doubtful whether my laſt letter has been 
received by the perſon for whom it was 
deſigned, I cannot feel myſelf the hap- 
pieſt fellow in the univerſe, without 
making one effort, at leaſt, to communi- 
cate the intelligence, that thou, through 
the force of ſympathy, may*ſt ſhare in 


* 
: N . 


the tranſport of thy friend. Alas! poor 


ſoul, I wiſh thou wert leſs dependent 


upon others for the conſolation of the 


heart. O! Valtimond, this divine ere: 


. 4 197 ) 


le returns my love. A ſummons from 
my uncle, to ſtand candidate for the 
* borough of ——, accelerated the de- 
claration of my paſſion. Not to ſuffer 


© Concealment, like a worm i' th! bud, 


25 prey a * damaſk 9 7 1 5 


„45 


1 was determined to WY my fate be- 

fore I took my leave; and thank my 

ſtars, it is not a bipelen one, though 

its final ſentence is not yet pronounced, 
and is to proceed only from a widow 
lady, for whom, though I have never 

= ſeen her, I entertain a veneration for 

= Having been the prays of my Tithe 1 

= treaſufe, 4 3 

Though my preſence at Was 5 

| haſtily required, as Twas ſtepping into 

my chaiſe to begin my journey, I was 

= moſt agreeably ſurprized by the arrival 

4 of a ſecond expreſs, to inform me, that 

? it was no longer neceflary, Lord Fitz- 

alwine ſeems to think, that my attractions 

hers are no other than the irreſiſtible 

I 8 charms 
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charms of his youngeſt daghter ; "a; 
not to interrupt the progreſs of his darl- 
ing ſcheme, has had me led 7 


proxy. 


In the evening, I made my 


pected appearance at a rout, to which 1 | 
knew Selima was engaged, and either 
fſaw, or had the vanity to imagine I ſaw, 
Pleaſure ſparkle in her eyes, though I 
plainly perceived ſhe wiſhed to contract 
her features into a frown of reproof, 
for my diſobedience to the commands of 
my uncle, which ſhe had juſt enough of 
the woman in her, diſpoſition to attri- 
-  bute to her own charms, an idea for 
Which I rallied her not a little; but ſhe, 
with her uſual vivacity and : hu- 
mour, joining in the laugh againſt her- 
ſelf, defeated its force, and we chatted 
on indifferent ſubjects, till our company 
was called for in another room. A 
ſcheme for a little dance had been pre- 
concerted, and to * 1 


— "eat * In, oY. 


you came into the room.“ 


85 I 5 » : ; 1 8 
 harter's Hand had been ſecured on the 
. firſt intimatign of ſuch a plan. 


Only think how provoking !” ſaid 5 
- ſhe, * had but Juſt engaged myſelf to 


' with Sir Edward Foſter, before 


Hang him,” fad I, „never mind 


f him. Dance 2 me, and let him find 
a partner more ſuitable to himſelf.” “ 


« Pſhaw, Talbot, cried ſhe, © you 
vex me by ſuch extravagances; if you 


would involve yourſelf in a quarrel, I 


truſt you have more reſpect for me than 


5 to wiſh to ſee me . of ſo 95 an 
ineivility.“ ? 


„ Well PA have 1 never a friend, 
to whom you can introduce me ?” ſaid I; 


I do not care who the devil it is, bw 


you are- otherwiſe diſpoſed of.” ? 
„„ oO! yea,” returned ſhe, % e U e 


a young lady with us, who is an entire 


ſtranger in Bath, and I ſhall be 8 88 
of en for her 1 vell. © Tk 


. * 4 —_ . 


= 
I 


(29 T5 
And leading me to a a pretty OY i 


| ing fair one, 
| 6 *s Miſs Cleland ! b Kid he, if you are 
| . diſengaged, Captain Talbot, a particu- 
lar friend of mine requeſts the hoggur. 
| F of dancing country-dances with you.“ . OS 
_ The favour was immediately granted: 
. and I found my. new acquaintance ſuch 
an idiot, that hang me if I could help 
talking nonſenſe to her for my life, 
though vg ſtood by her angelic friend 
all the evening, and I verily believe, at 
the concluſion of the viſit, I left her per- 
| fectiy aſſured of having made a conqueſt 
of my heart. Selima underſtood the 
bombaſt language with which I treated 
her, and could not forbear laughing 
. ſometimes, though ſhe ſeriouſly chid me 
7 for making a fool of the poor girl, which 
1 told her honeſtly was an offence noet 
within my power to commit, Nature 
having performed that taſk ſo effectually 
- ww I was vexed at myſelf, how 
. upon reflexion, | and have ever 
e ſince 


( 202 ) 
ſince paid her as moderate a-ſhare'of at- 
" tention as common civility would allow. 
What temptation can there be indeed 
to beſtow a thought on ſuch an inſigni- 
flcant in the preſence of Miſs Worthy? 
but the /ang froid of my heart has not 
ſerved to ſhield me from the ſuſceptibi- 
lity of hers. Not content with ſighing 
and ogling at me to no purpoſe, yeſter- 
day morning, as my hair was dreſſing, 
I received a pathetic billet-doux, ſigned 
- Sacharifla, appointing a meeting with 
her beloved Philander, in the evening, 
at 'Spring-Gardens, Little ſuſpecting 
= the writer of it of ſo groſs an infringe- 
ment of the laws of female delicacy, and 
making it a point to return all tender 


tokens with the warmth they deſerve, I. 

. | gave it to Peter, bidding him to put it 
ot in the fire, but having a book in my 
re. hand, I did not particularly obſerve with 
ly what punQuality my orders were obeyed, | 9 
W. and the fellow caſting his eyes upon *. : "06 
7er words, <6 Ten thouſand pounds at my 
ice Vor. r own 


208% ) - 
=. own Afpoſal,” md afterwarde an ar. 


bour in an obſcure walk, mentioned as 
the place of rendezyous, thought it 
would be good fun, as he has ſince 
expreſſed himſelf, in his defence, to 
try for once if he could not paſs for his 
= maſter,” Accordingly, in an old ſuir of 
== my clothes, he did me the favour to ac- 
| cept the invitation in my ſtead, and ac- 
tually, or at leaſt, as he himſelf affirms, 
with his horrible long phiz and lank | N 
jaws, under favour of the night, to- 
gether with his croaking voice (which 
be accounted for by complaining of a 
bad cold and hoarſeneſs) had the addreſs 
to perſuade this enterprizing damſel to 
*elope with him to France, that land of 
independence, where he was to be made 
maſter of all her independent charms. . 
e And what the devil,” ſaid I, “did 
you intend to do, when day-light ſhould 
arrive, and diſcover the impoſtor, for 
= / . preſume you did not expect to perſonate 


1900 


4% 


me then as well as you had done i in x the 
| 1 n = 5 | 
e No, Sir,” 8 va « ] „ 
that was impoſſible, becauſe the young 
lady was acquainted with you, but 1 
thought I might ſtill make her believe 1 
was a gentleman, and that in ſuch a 
85 eb ſhe wann be hott to harry any | 
: 1 Karel at che fellow $ iinpudence, 5 
which certainly muſt be unparalleled by 
any thing on earth, except the romantic 
folly by which it was provoked. - _ 
In ſhort, this curious deſign, if the 
hero of it is to be believed, and he de- 
ſerves credit as much as the heroine 1 
think, would ſoon have been put in exe- 
cution, had not Sacharifla's Abigial (con- 
fidante I ſhould ſay) not fortified againſt 
the cold air by the celeſtial flame which 
animated the breaft of her gentle mif- 
treſs, condeſcended to avail herſelf of a 
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round which were ſome brethren of the 
1 comb, 
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good kitchen fire in the adjacent inn, : 


e 


Lomb, with whom Peter had been 1 re- 
galing and drinking to the ſucceſs * . 
his amour, every circumſtance of which, 

in the pride of his heart, he freely com- 

municated, excepting only the aukward 


miſtake of the note being addreſſed to 


another perſon. Theſe jovial bucks ſoon 
forgot the promiſe of ſecrecy in which 
they had bound themſelves, and could 
not refrain from rallying the poor girl 
on the extraordinary taſte of her fair 
lady, who was no ſooner” apprized WE 
the plot, than, with a ſpirit which did 
her honour, ſhe flew to diſcover the im- 
poſtor; ; and though followed by all the 
men, who wiſhed to prevent the ill con- 
ſequences of their volubility, boldly. ef- 
fected her purpoſe; but unhappily, in 
expoſing the diſguiſed knight, the iden- 
tity of poor Dorinda Cleland was as 


Leet made known. 


In this miſerable plight, the poor be. 


* 


Ame Ouirdte; diſappointed of her lover, 


and her journey to the continent, had 
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no reſource left but to return to the 
place from whence ſhe came; where, as 
the family ſupped out, ſhe had à good 
opportunity to ruminate on the bleſſed 
conſequences of the heroic adventure in 
which ſhe had embarked ; but inſtead 
of reflection exciting any contrition for 
ber ill conduct, it rouzed ſuch a fiend- 
| like ſpirit of revenge, that in order to 
exculpate herſelf, and throw the blame 
on my ſhoulders, ſhe fabricated ſuch a 
train of confounded lies, that to my 
_ great aſtoniſhment, when I called in the 
_ _ Circus this morning, I was refuſed ad- 
mittance, though perfectly convinced at 
the ſame time, that the family were at 
home. Conſcious as I was of my own 
znnocence, my pride took the alarm at 
ſuch an unmerited rebuke, and, for the 
_ inſtant, reſentment predominated in my 
| breaſt. But I have already confeſſed to . 
you, that ſince almighty love has ob“ 
- tained a ſovereignty in my mind, my 


yOu: has been greatly humbled ; where: 
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fore by the commands of this powerful 
potentate who ſuggeſted to me, how 
much the affair might have been miſre- 
| preſented to my diſadvantage, I took up 
my pen, and wrote ny to 1 i 
. n effect * FE | 


— 


FO MISS WORTHY, | 


HAN & juſt made a fruitleſs attempt 
to pay my devoirs, where they have be- 
fore been ſo fortunate as to meet with a 
_ gracious reception, I am inclined to ſup- 
poſe, that ſome of the many, who are 


envious of my happineſs, have availed 


' themſelves of the extraordinary event 
of laſt night, to throw unjuſt aſperſions 
on my character: this I am inclined to 
ſuppoſe, as I can ſuppoſe any thing ra- 
ther than caprice and inconſiſtency in 
yours. For mercy's ſake, ſuffer me to 


ſpeak to you; and in five minutes I will 


- convince you, that the whole town was 


e wh the affair, before I knew 
i= Þ Guede 


* 


a ſyllable about it. Do not miſinterpret 
- this eagerneſs to vindicate myſelf into a 
_ conſciouſneſs of guilt; for upon my 
honour and conſcience, nothing but 
the moſt extravagant paſſion or (to ex- 
preſs myſelf more properly) a paſſion 
for an object, whoſe value is ineſtimable, 
to ſuch a ſolicitation under the preſent 
circumſtances could ever have bent the 


proud I heart or yours eternally, 


Wet | HENRY TALBOT. 


This note was | immediately eie 
by Mrs. Poyntz, and Miſs Worthy's 
compliments to Captain Talbot, ac- _ 
quainting him, that they were at home i 
and ſhould SR. the honour of his 


8e + 


Stung again with the coldneſs of this 
| permiſſion yet unable to refiſt the temp- g 


tation it conveyed, I once more pre- 
fented myſelf in the Circus, though in a 


ſtate of mind more calculated to plunge 


me into a ear than to clear me from an 


im 


— — — — — — 
— — 


- = ——— — 
— = — 
— — — — 


2 — 
8 — 
8 - — — U N 
| : _ | — — or 
- —_—_—— —% —_— — 
8 — — — — - _— — 4c » —— — . — — n ö 
Ty 8 . ² w] . es — — — —— — — — — . — . — . : > — 
5 5 = ' — — p . — * — — —— — a" — * — — r = g 
7 | | 
; 3 . 2 
| a ; : [ . 12 8 w * 
= 5 r 2 . — 4 - . : . 5 a 
I : g * « 

p ; ? 


- 
S 2 yu 
— — 1 WES Ie, 


— — - — — 
_ — . — . 
— * 
——— - = — — 
— — — — > — — —— ant” » 
— — — — — 
. ͤ . ˙ . ee an AS arr 
1 0 


C ——— 
a * 5 L 5 0 WT - * # 
N 88 A 
A 7 OLE xo, a K ** 8 


0 WY 52 


imaginary offence, - But I looked on Se. 
lima, and chagrin was baniſhed fromm . 
breaſt. Affliction, unmixed with anger, 
" had" thrown a melancholy tenderneſs 
over her brow; and that eye, where 
concern not pity . tipp'd the pointed 
beam with treble ſoftneſs” muſt have 


touched the heart of the moſt frigid an- 


chorite. I have often wondered, Valti- 
mond, that it never entered the prolific _ 
brain of any of the ſublime geniuſes of 
"antiquity to create a direct antitheſis to 
the prepoſterous table of the Gorgon's- 


head; but a Selima Worthy was not 
born to grace that poetical era, or it 
would not have required much ſtretch 
of fancy to conceive the idea of ſtocks, 


ſtones and ſtatues being animated by 


the enchanting countenance of a opt: 5 


woman. 


As I croſſed the hall, x was met by: a 
moſt emblematic figure. of one of the 
Furies. Miſs Cleland, to ayoid an inter- 


view with A mn. whom ſhe. muſt have 


ca > 
A, had the Mipadenee of Belzebub to cob 


front, was retiring haſtily to her own 


e e 


Mrs. Poyntz was violently 8 1 
in ſupport of the reputation of her kin 
woman; of which ſhe had herſelf been ABT, 


8 ſo himefulty neglectful. 


8 Good God! madam” faid I. irrita- 0 
ted beyond all patience at the unde- 
ſerved acrimony of her expreſſions; if 
it were not the eaſieſt; thing upon earth 
to clear myſelf even of all knowledge - 
of the nas which ou: ewe 


r 


„ Indeed,” faid / dls, who fate: pen- : 
_ fively with her work in her hand, on 
the other ſide of the table, „indeed 


Captain Talbot, I ſhall be moſt painfully 


diſappointed, if you do not: yet ſurely 


my heart could not continue to feel for 
4 man who could be capable of the 
| | ame 


apartment; and I copld not help bowing 
to her with a ſarcaſtic ſmile of thanks 
for the eigen ſne bad intended me, 
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_ ſhameful duplicity which has been x al. 
segel againſt en + oy 
My beloved Miſs Worthy,” « 5 
I, I am ſure you have too much ge- 
neroſity of ſoul, to give up to the ma- 
chinations of his enemies, a man who 
lives but to adore you. Heavens! could {| 
L entertain a thought of any other wo- 
man, whilſt all Es is e in _ i 
ſex— 
% Nou wit at leaſt A >. 
interrupted ſhe, that you have been 
very cenſurable in giving Miſs Cleland 
any reaſon to ſuppoſe you beheld herr: 
uaith a preference, which you did not 0 ! 
feel. You cannot have forgotten your = 1 
5 b to * at e W 1 
980 apnea n aid I, ce addi in that, 5 4 * 
and that alone, I confeſs I have been 1 
highly culpable; for from that moment, 1 
aware of its impropriety, I have inva- in 
. nn Miſs n with 4 re- fe 
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wett: as diſtant as her connedion with 
this family would permit.“ . 


„And can you confidently deny,” 


demanded Mrs. Poyntz, © that you have ; 


ever written to the girl?“ 


„„ Written to her!“ tene I with 
inexpreſſible aſtoniſhment, © as I hope for 
the mercy of Heaven, and of this ſweet 


delegate of its benignity, I have not. Is 
it poſſible that any one can have dared 
to aſſert ſo infamous a falſhood ?” 


„„ The young lady has herſelf ade 


ſuch an inſinuation, returned Miſs 
Worthy, though I honeſtly declare 


to you, it was attended to with very 


little credit on my part. 


% No, no, cried Mrs. Poyntz, your 


: incredulity may be eaſily accounted for, 
with an air of ſpleen, for which I think 
1 ſhall ſcarcely ever be able to forgive 


her, for it called forth a look of diſtreſs | 


in the expreſſive eyes of her beauteous 
friend, which pierced me to the heart. 


In e 1 found WO in the moſt 
aukward 


* 


en Gniation that ever poor inno- 
cent Mo experienced "na ſo I told 
| them. - | | 555 | 
„ To vindlicats myſelf at kl 
of a woman's fame, 'is not the part of a 
man of gallantry, of a ſoldier,” ſaid I, 
yet to live under the pain of your diſ- 
pleaſure, when I am totally unconſcious 
of deſerving it, is almoſt enough to force 
me into a real error, to avoid the con- 
ſequences of an imaginary one. I can 
only ſwear to you, that I was with a 
particular friend of mine, Mr. Suther- 
land, at whoſe lodgings I ſupped at the 
time when the curious interview in 
Spring Gardens took place; and was 


' | totally ignorant of the whole affair, till 


that gentleman called upon me the next 
morning, and related every circumſtance 
of it, with which common report had 
- furniſhed him, as the true hero of it was 
throwing about the cups and ſaucers 
on my breakfaſt- table. I had before re- 
ny marked his on, but without ſur- 


7k , 2 
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<8 prize, Wy” have. been once or twice on 


the eve of diſcharging him for want of 
ſobriety. Though Sutherland was un- 


certain to whom the eclat of the adyven - 


ture belonged, poor Peter's conſcience 


| became his accuſer ; his courage. totally | 
forſook him, and falling, upon his knees, - 


he made a full confeſhon of the extra- 


ordinary enterprize in which he had the 
audacity to engage. But though my 
valet has done me the honour a uſe my - 
character as his own,“ ſaid I, “ J hope 
you, madam, will not have thegeuplty to 


burthen me with the infamy of hie. 


me, that the fellow would have the te- 
merity to enter into ſuch a project, un- 
leſs encouraged in it by his maſter: and 
give me leave to tell you, Captain Tal- 
bot, that ſeducing the affections of a 
young lady of family and fortune, when 
under a ſerious engagement with ano 
ther, and afterwards making the indif. 4 
Vor. A cretion 5 
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vants, is an exploit n never can! re. 


aound to pour honor: 
This was an 8 Had ak 

\ phaloſophy-to- brook; indeed, thou haſt 
deen ſeven of the nine days out f 
wonder already,“ that my temper has ſo 
long deported: itſelf with deeeney and 
decorum. Place the reformation, I pray 

? thee, on its true foundation, that ne =) 
; fubjugating paſſion, by which the b | 
hape been ſubdued. Even in this in- 
ſtance, I reſtrained all teſtimony of my 
| _—_— .the {quiet \reproof of a ſilent 
dow then turning to her, to whom 1 
1 pc el facrifiee a _ otherwiſe a un- 


vontroulable. | is 


% And (have theſe hhnatrables 428 
ments with which Mrs. Poyntz ſo ge- 
nerouſiy regards me, infuſed themſelves 


into yeur breaſt alſo, Miſs Worthy ??? 
* 155 « am I lon Oy en, a to 
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had "enticed her, the ſport of your er- 
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a appear in your eyes the deſpicable wretch 
1 have heard myſelf deſcribed:???: - 
Indeed, replied ſhe, with all the 


ſweets of Hybla flowing from her lips, 
J do not feel myſelf inclined to con- 


dem you on mere prefumptive | evi- 

dence; on the contrary, my heart ac- 

quits you, but my eſteem for you i is of 

* ſuch a nature, that I cannot be happy 

till the world is e eee oF, 
15 TOY winocenc#??7 7 ile ff 


Then it ſhall be Hemant 
« to whatever humiliations I am re- 


Euced; 2 you, madam,” once more con- 


— all tile Nedrkd ratd be 


convinced, that Miſs Worthy has not 


| laviſhed her good opinion on a villains | 

I have only to ſtep for Frank Suther- 

| land, who can happily prove fo clear an 

alibi in my favour. I believe Forgot to 
mention to you, his having been in Bath 

about A fortnight, for the removal of a 

* pain, which has tormented | 


U2 him 
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gentle advocate, ſince Fam not aſhamed | 
to own myſelf deeply: intereſted in the 
event, to requeſt that Miſs Cleland may 


& 216 » 
1 for ſome time. lt appears on: 


What. ungrateful, having paſſed over a 
circumſtance. unnoticed; from which I. _ 
have derived much : gratification : his 
company, always acceptable, has, at this 
juncture, been particularly opportune'; 
, though. I muſt confeſs, a married man 
is but a ſleepy confidante for one in love. 
But to return to my trial: l 
That would only be to ain 
, rolled my prejudiced judge, © the moſt 


wanton piece of were your whole 5 780 


duct has exhibited. 


&« Will you give n me leave,” 1 


be made a ſharer in the preſent confer- 


ence? Since you will not hear the de- 
fence of the accuſed, the accuſer ought 
at leaſt to be ige to * her alle 

: gation.?* ?“ 'F 


I fear it vin . impoſſibly,” faig 


; the other; “ the poor child will never 


7 4 - 7 5 1 - 3 CE * wy » 
Ai Yeh 4 e \ 
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be able to + ke the prefence of the | 
man by whom ſhe has been treated with 
fo inhuman an indignity?!!- 2 Coo. | 
Thus did I ſtand to hear myſ af n; 
juſtly» vilified, with'a degree of patience 
which -ſurprized myſelf; but then to 
| have my cauſe pleaded with a voice ſo 
melodious, a manner ſo elegant, and a 
judgment ſo refined, my ſpirit muſt 
have been iraſcible indeed, had it not 
Yoon quieted by ſo powerful a charm, _ 
1+, Perhaps,” ſaid ſhe, „ you mah ace 
| clan of inhumanity for urging the re- 
aueſt, but whoever has been the prin- 
eipal aggreſſor, Mis Oleland, without 
doubt, has taken. a very active part in 
the aggreſſion; and though cuſtom may 


not permit a gentlemanq to be as ten- 


cious: of reputation as a young lady, wet 5 
I traſt from! the tender: friendſhip wit 
5 which you have honoured me, that you | 
Will not ſacrifice my future peace en- 
tirely, ho you know: haveonot» cm 
, . any offence to incur ſuch a pe- 
* 3 „ nally, 


nalty, to FOR your own: enen a mo- 
mentary and a merited mortification; 
though be aſſured, I feel ſincerely for 
the diſtreſſed ſituation in which ſhe has 
involved herſelf; but I feel more acutely 
for Captain Talbot, whoſe character, I 
firmly believe, has been moſt falſely and 
 Uliberally aſperſed. oa "OO not an gel 
e W i 
Mrs. Poyntz in rſt id, W 
To prove, Miſs Worthy, thin your 
happineſs is dear to me in proportion 5 
with your merit, Miſs Cleland ſhall be 
Called, and whatever ſhe may ſuffer in 
the interview, your nes anne. : 
1 not be negleged. ie e 
On which the bell was raj and Miſs 
Cletand's company ſolicited ; but, alas! 
her nerves were not able to ſuſtain them- 
ſelves againſt the ſhock of ſuch a meſ- 
ſage; the immediate conſequences of 
_ "which were nothing leſs than hyſteric 
fits, of ſo violent a nature, that her 
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| firicks were heard moſt al over the 
_ houſe. | 


of cannot fay if this ſudden indiſpoſition 


wrought an great degree of compaſhon 


* 


her zealous friend; and the dear Selima, 


ſtill bent on the 1 my ho- 
nour, begged that her maid might be 
interrogated. But this requeſt renewed 
che woman's hand, and tore her clothes 


if the: made the leaſt Kone to . 
from her ſide. 


per to remonſtrate with the invalid, 


1 5 


in my breaſt. It even ſeemed rather 
to ſtagger than confirm the credulity of 


Mrs. Poyntz, inicenſed at ne by 
ſuch outrageous behaviour, thought pro- 


who, in order to avoid meeting a man 
in whoſe eyes ſhe muſt be ſenſible ſhe 
had rendered herſelf truly ridiculous, 
confeſſed; after all, that, excepting the 
- occurrences of Mrs. Sandford's afſem- 
bly, I never gave her any reaſon to ſup- 

POW I entertained * her the ſmalleſt 

is 5 5 27 ne 
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155 ment, trial, and honourable : 


of the ſetter - was ru N pow ond De 
the hand- writing her ſervant's; conſe- 
| quently. I had no-reaſon- to fuppoſe the 


appointment was from her. Mrs. Poyntz 


delayed not to tranſmit to me this in- 
formation, with many polite e © 
| for the injuſtice. into which ſhe had 5 
betrayed; and I immediately, wk 
ber hands, reſtored; thei curious cepiltle _ 
(delivered to me by Peter when. 1 diſ. 4 
charged him) which had been the origin 
of ſo much altercation, to the fair dam- 
ſel, who is to live retired in her own. | 
= apartment till ſome plauſible extuſe pre- 
ſents itſelf for her return into the coun- 
. try4 1 She will, I hope, in future, take _ 
care to be better acquainted with the 
ſentiments of her knight, before ſhe ad-. 
vancks ſo far in ſearch of an adventure. 


Thus ends 


the hiſtory: of:my- ind 


by. which I truſt, though it might have 5 
had a very different concluſion, I am not 
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of the beauteous Selima, and by which, 
if poſſible, ſhe has been rendered ſtill 


more eſtimable to mine. Yet I love to 


teaze the little witch now and then, par- 


ticularly. when I can contrive to ſteal bh 
ſome inadvertent teſtimony of her: re- 
gard, which ſhe would be too prodifh Bo, 


5 voluntarily to diſplayx. 
Ihe other night A lietle wckary which 


1 ————— From 


while ago, and have worn ever ſince, 


happened to flip: from under my waiſt: 

coat; and obſerving that it excited a 
lock of curiofity, - I was miſchievous 
enough to kiſs it with an impaſſioned 


air, and with a deep figh replaced it, 


penſively, in its former ſtation. This 
little incident was obſerved by Selima 
with a. tranſient - gravity, which it was 


almoſt a ſin to have occaſioned: but 


jealouſy is ſuch. an irrefragable proof 


of love, that it is the ſweeteſt balſam 


to the, ſenſes of 2 lover... But 1 have 
or ES, Y ae 5 


at all degraded: in the 1 een boſorh 
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| Fhave itil condos 16 5 in my ma- : 
nckuvres:. FTT ot a og + - 
5: Phe 6thet day, hy on the ten- ys 
a friendſhip exiſting” between us; 1 
ventured to inquire of Selima, if ne 
wore her ſable dreſs in en eG of FE 
the loſs of any beloved friend. 
1 Indeed I do,“ faid the, burſting 5 
into tears; „deeply Rave I mourned, 
and evef ſhall continue to lament the 
loſs of two oft the moſt valuable friends 
that ever gracious Heaven beſtowed for 
the protection of à helpleſs orphan— 
the moſt „ ed . moſt 
| honourable „„ 
Indeed! ſaid oy c An n NY 
1 been thy _ handſome, as „ 
_ was eee in ee 5 
He was W een . 
| dle—the friend of diſtreſſed: innocence.? 
„ Indeed! repeated I, the tawny 
fend already taking poſſeſſion of my 
. and "7 I not de in * 


wy 


95 og 


ne ses ef 


| his beloved young anz“ 25 1 1 
> 899 His name . Taylor » returned 
* eien 00%, ente e 255 


5 244 


echte Tapir ſurely, of the 


regiment, ho was killed in a duel, in 
A ??;demanded'T 4-9 t _ 


The ſame, replied ſne. . 


Heavens and earth . 9 
tous the friend of diſtreſſed innocence! 
1 hope to be ſaved, à more deſp : 
5 cable teptile never breathed; or met with - 


a fate more truly main; than when 


ble fell by the well directed arm of an 
injured: huſband: Since, madam; ſuch 


a fellow as Taylor has been thought 


worthy of your pt rr my cpa}, 15 
would have ſaid, Foe r arcadful fam. 


tence I might not have called upon my- 


: ſelf had not my rage fortunately ſtopped 
my utterance, and preſerved me from 


its own — which! for life! Traight 


N 5 7 | | 6 Captain | 


= Fug wich a aer el reſentment, 1 
TS will. not hear you depreciate the — 
klacter of a man, whole memory I am 
in duty bound to venerate and eſteem: : 
and ſuffer me now ſeriouſſy to inform 
Fou, that if you conſider the N N 
which I cheriſn for the aſhes of my de- 
parted friends, as incompatible with that 
which 1 have candidly acknowledged 
for yourſelf, I muſt endeavour to actom- 5 
pliſh ſuch a reſignation as my conſcience 
cannot diſapprove, however my heart * 
Y 1 be tartured in the attempt. 
Were you acquainted with my me- 
lancholy hiſtory (if the love you profeſs ; 
4 for me is ſincere). your gratitude; would 3 
be added to mine lor the nen I oe 
received. $45 A 
eee Ren e to ins 's it - 
me, fail. and diſpel every poſſibi- | 
lity of doubt.“ No, Talbot, I feel 
5 | that I deſerve your confidence, and 1 
expect to be favoured with it, returned 


W 
me. „ If I kn Sky own heart, it is 
5 eg of inflicting on yours a wound 
ſuch as I now feel, and which you only 
aw have taught me to endure.” “ 
With theſe heart- rending expreſſions 
me quitted the room, leaving me in a 
ſtate of anguiſh and remorſe, at that in- 
ſtant undeſcribable, though greatly ag- 


| gravated in the evening, when I met 


. Ms! Poyntz in public, unattended by e 
£ RR 2 fair friend, who, ſhe told me, Was 
EI |. confined with a bad head-ache. You | 
2 . poſſibly imagine better than I can 


deſeribe, the miſerable night I lingered 
through; but I was more fortunate in 
the morning; and, when I called i in the 
Circus, was graciouſly permitted to be- 
hold the beloved arbitreſs of my fate, 
Who accepted of my conceſſions with 
benignity, far ſuperior to my deſerts, 
and once more reinſtated in her favour, 

I pray moſt fervently that ſome. protect. 
ing power will deign to regulate my im- 
N TOY Tpirit, and ſhield me from a re- 
Vor. ods Ny 


8 1 


4 83 3 my ifel : 18 n 
all my ſoul, I could get this infernal fel- 
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low out of my head, er that Selima 
would explain by what means he arrived 
at the unmerited dignity of being ſtiled 
her venerated and lamented friend. But 
the return of her guardian from London 1 
is the wiſhed-for æra from which tis ex · 
= the completion of my felicity, - ' 
No letter yet approaches me "wie me N 
. and as I am Uterly at a loſs 


how to direck to you, mine muſt take E- 


up its abode in my eſcritoire, till the 
ſeribbling humour ſeizes your worſhip. | 
By the bye, I fear this ' negle& of the 
quill is not an omen of the exiſtence of 
the tender paſſion in your breaſt; for 


ſince I have been in love, pen, ink, and 


paper have ranked with me engt the 
moſt elſential W of Leak | 15 1 


1 + 3 0 1 5 15 39 421 OS * 


9 length. your packet is rk 5 
. you for it with 'mue gratitude, ; 


| Un: 5 Rf * Gs ona. "a it awph [ . Z 


© 


: (9 


ſates for Be impatience with which it | 
had been ſo long expecte. 
I am glad you received my der 
ſcrawl before you quitted Florence, or 
the contents of this would have been 
enigmatical, and 1 muſt have recapitu- 
lated the whole ſtory for their ſolution, 
which would not have been ſelon mon 
dot. Moreover, I am not a little re- 
* ye, That your perambulations have 
dow bent their Progreſs towards the 
45 Ene = of Albion, ak hols 2 
Eos att, Heaven | 


5 4 - 8 4 ed Fo 4 * = 4 
: ORE you may learn Fon dung 

| of nip the in your route. If they 
are fuch as a ſon can hear without pain 


if otherwiſe, as I have too much reaſon 


Wu.iͤll ſpare me the communication. 

po ** I har wy credit will ſuffer nuch in 
dhe opinian of Miſs Worthy, when ſhe 
* „ Knows 


and confuſion, ' tranſmit them to me; 


ro) pprehond,/ 1 know thy Hiende ] 


rent, whom L could. War 3 a bluſh 
Say, a parent in ſhort, hom to her I 
found it impoſſible to acknowledge, and 


buy whoſeill conduct 1 had been ggduced 


to the meanneſs of an evaſion; but you 
are well acquainted with the cruelty: of 
muy ſituation in this particular inſtance. 
It is a topic that unmans me, yet in re- | 
linquiſhing it I ſhall not revert to one 
much calculated for conſolation. Lady 
Fitzalwine and ber fair daughters feel 
themſelves grievouſly ſcandalized by the 
partiality, which I have never attempted 
to diſguiſe, for a creature of no birth, 
and have thought proper to favour me 
| with a ſevere le dure on the ſubject, to 
which you will readily believe I, did not 
reply with all the calmneſs of a philo- 
ſopher. Since then, I have | received a 
letter from my uncle, expatiating-on the 
_ folly and meanneſs of ſuch an unequal 
alliance, but couched: in ſugh terms as 
rent eſfſe& upon ] 


— 


* 


\ feelings. | But that you m. may form an ac- 
curate judgment of 'his ſentiments, you 
will find it with a copy of 85 n, 


A elf „ that vou vill approve of the 


| Neadfaſt, and, at the ſame time, reſpe&- 
ful, manner, in which I have aſſerted the 


privileges of the heart. Yours, affec- 


tionately, _ 1 1 
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4 RECEIVED. as 5d predicted, your 
ſuperlatively welcome epiſtle, replete as it 
was with utter indifference, on the eve of 
our depgture from Weſtburne lodge; 
and though I have not had much time to 
comment on the contents, have conſi- 
_  dered them ſufficiently to congratulate 
myſelf on the promiſed felicity of my 


friend; and though I am far from doubt- 


- ing, yet I long for the ratification of 


58 Captain Talbot's hopes, from the lips 
of your kind guardian, whoſe word 


alone can remove the a ſeruples ; 
of 


*. 


Can) 


ether prudiſn ward, and e to her, 
thatiitiis/buta venial faulti at leaſt to ac- 
cept the addreſſes of à finez handſome, 
amiable. young man, endowed with all 
the gaod-. things ambition could deſire, 
andi in n whoſe! eee 1 n 18 C dae e 
Auntetee dt wy end 
eee e cert of Mrs 
Loeſlie's ſentiments, with pack to wes. 
ſirable an alliance, I wiſn you had not 
delayed the communication, which, from 
A 4 its conſequence to your future happi- 
neſs, her tender affection, and maternal 
love, indubitably demanded in its earlieſt 
infancy, and I fear, ſhe will think her- 
* treated with an ungrateful inatten- 
ion by the beloved child, whom ſhe has 
Ae when ſhe finds herſelf the laſt 
of her friends entruſted with; 5 en > 
ve of her heart. H iii inn * 11 
But 1. ſincerely hope, a by her ar- 
s and benovolent concurrence witk 
All your: wiſhes, you will be fully ein- 
9 to diſſipate 30 fears in your 
| ends 
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| neaity/which/ inay{be-in pattaccombied = 
tor, bythe: feeble/{tate; mywhich'Þ am 
now writing. O!] my dear girl, ſurely 


moſt diſtreſſing- Though we et 

with a fair wind and: good went 
had ſcarcely left the harbour, before the 
atmoſphere changed its aſpect, and the 
waves roſe to a mountainous height! 11 
bow 6-44 pon fainteſt idea of my 5 


1 ed . ailors ae eee. * 


des wralled fittle towards dhe removal e 
my fears. But the crael diſorder, from 
which I amg 

 revouBredy(food'chalkdawdy every den 

pPl ſaffering death By aby bels exeruriat. 
Ea: ing torments. Ny facher *expefienced. _ 


{ ==) 


of all bodily ailments, :ſea-ficknelſs is the 


jer, we 


far from being perfectly 5 


its fury almoſt in a ſimilar degree; but 
it was an evil which Re was very deſirous 


5 40 enoounres}expeRthig it toche ſucceed. 
dead by the moſt ſalutary effects en his 
bl dae '? 0 Dig ID a e voc by 


* 


(48) 


m + My liude charge ſeems already to have 


received. benefit, from the, jaurney, a cir- 
2 cumſtance which affords me great joy, 
but either from ill health or temper, he 


is gray ſq peeviſh, that he is a contl- | 
nual | diſtreſs; to thoſe about him; and 
his frequent crying is a lamentable ob- 
the only parent, to whom he can erer 
look up for protection, and parental love. 
L have been inceſſantly revolving in my 


ſtacle to his conciliating the affe 


mind plans for the future fuhſiſtenee af 


his wretehed mother; but the impracti- 
cability of ſome, diſcourageß my hopes 
of rendering her any thing more than 


mere temporary aſſiſtanee, which my 
father's liberality well enables me to pen: 
form. l blow 21.0 offi 


* 


Vou will oblige me much, bl procur- 


ingyfor me the good counſel of Mrs, 


Leſlie, in this, diſtreſſing exigence, in 
which T am greatly perplexed ROW to 
conduct myſelf. . » 
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e ben and dire for me at 
, Rue # Pur. 
They ate my father's: orreſponitems, , 
and wilt receibe all our letters, whilt 5 


I eee eme. feel | my- 


If, if poſſible, more than ever intereſted 


in che events of your life, an avowal 


Which I knbw you will be ſauey shongh 
e Nugh at, and aſcribe. 


to the account 
Fe fympartly in the new ſenſations of 
ur heart! Well, as you are acquainted 
che Kits or mine, how could you 
*CFUCILY re. me to a meet- 
mg with Mr. e for an ex- 
e Your feelin 88.— Tantalizing 
Tut d by every flattering 
 proſpest, which this world has to pre- 
fent, lay not, 1 intreat you, wit with the 
_ veikoes of your | Kenviable friend, 
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4 dear girl, it is not in language 
to expreſs the delight, wit N 
ceived your letter, which | Fi chouſand = 
circumſtances. conſpired - to render even = 

mama-ore valuable than af 

1 „ ford Fawn ger ues. eee „ 

me, that the friend of my heart had ef. 
caped an element formidable as it is un- = 

In, and that even the monſter ſea - 

ſickneſs, with its utmoſt fury, was un 

ify- the image of an, abſent 
ſiſter from her mind. In the next 
indeed Lfear Lam infected by a a ridicu- 


ay 


— 3 


2 


4 
5 oy 
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lous, romantie girl, whoſe arrival, I think, 
1 had juſt an opportunity to announce to 
you in my laſt, and who has been polite 


by enough to furniſh"me with ſome curious 


anecdotes for the embelliſhments of the 
preſent ; ; but this blind deity, as I was 


going to obſerve, works ſtrange revolu- 
tions in the human mind, and has ſo 
. metamorphoſed mine, which was uſed 
to take every thing 1 In its plaineſt form, 
that it has acquired thy faculty of mag- 
nifying every incident, which happens 
within my! vp 
15 portan® of an adventure, which calls 
for the participation of a boſom' friend; 
8 1 that your correſpondence,” which was 
ever precious, is now more eſtimable to 


ere of action into the im- 


me than ever. Though Miſs Cleland is 
moſt ſingularly calculated for the confi- 


Aauante of à firſt attachment, and Might i 


have ſerved to relieve you from the bur- 


then of my ſighs and lamentations (for 


according to my former acquaintance, 


mf n Gregg 8 definition of the 


2501 flame, 


F , — 
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41 as; lovers 3 fortunate « or . | 


_ wiſe, are under an indiſpenſible obliga- 


tion to groan and complain of their mi. 
ſerable fate) but alas! our intereſts hap- 
pened ſo untowardly to claſh with each 


other, that I was entirely precluded the 


advantages, which, from the ſympathy 


of ſoul apparent between us, I vainly 


flattered myſelf I might derive. In a 
word, ſhe fell violently in love with 
communed with her pillow, and her 
: maid, a for Aa whole melancholy. week, 5 
heroically reſolved to be ms longer 
| ſhackled in the ignoble fetters, which 


prudence and female delicacy would im- 


poſe, boldly dictated a letter to the un- 
_ conſcious knight, with an aſſignation to 
meet him in the duſk of the evening, 


in à dark harbour in e 
__ Sachariſſa.— 


4 But the i in vain 


. Tempted Bellerophon the noble youth _ 


6 Dad et backs with wiſdom, da ae 6d and dum. nf L 
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„ « Sn that this tender i W 
vitation could proceed from a woman, 
whoſe charaQer required the ſmalleſt 
conſideration, aſter having read it care. 
leſsly over, he gave it to the ſervant who 


was drefling his hair, to burn: but the 


man (as it appears) having more ga- 


lantry than his maſter, thought it a pity 
that the young lady ſhould be diſappoint- 
ed of her amour, and generouſly. took 
upon himſelf the part of the latter. The 
impoſition, however, was diſcovered time 
enough to prevent 2 premeditated 2 
ment taking place. F 
But in ſhort, this droll TY has af. ; 
5 4 ſuch general converſation, that 


5 J am tired to death of the ſubject, and 


at firſt, being an inmate of the ſame 


_ houſe with its heroine, looked as fooliſh, 


2s if I had been — wh: her i * 
" the frollle. ; 
Poor Mrs. 8 felt herſelf at t this | 
juncture much incommoded with her 
. who hat made her character too 

5 ” conſpicuous 


je i 239 'Þ 
ieee any more to en of 
the amuſements of this place, either 
with pleaſure or propriety : yet to ſend 
her home again in the firſt fortnight, 
when ſhe came to make a viſit of two 
months, no plauſible. ptetext could be 
formed; but as one perſon is often be- 
- _  nefited by the misfortunes of another, 
| the dangerous illneſs of a near relation, 
has liberated the poor damſel from a life 
of penance, but little accordant to her 
diſpoſition ; and ſhe, this morning, took 
leave of a family, to which ſhe had con- 7 
ttived to render her abſence far more 
8 deſirable than her company. 
MXs. Leſlie is not yet returned; nor 

in her laſt letter could ſhe name the: time, 

with any certainty, when her buſineſs 
would permit her to leave London, but 

authorized us hourly-to expect her arri- 

val till it happened: when I inconfider-. 

_ ately adopted that fooliſh reſerve, which 
your judicious obſervations have repre- 
ſented i in its proper light, I did not ex- 

; "Fs... 


* 
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pet to ibs; reduced to the whdties of it 
many days. Since then a fortnight has 


elapſed, and I can neither write to, nor 
hear from, the dear preſerver of my life, 


without a keen remorſe from the conſci- 
ouſneſs of a concealment, for which, I 
. -bluſh to acknowledge, I . not my 


Fee rational excuſe. 


But as I now am bs: aally RA of an 


opportunity to confeſs all my weakneſs 


in my own way, the anticipation of a 
few hours only (as I am willing to per- 


ſuade myſelf). cannot make much differ- 5 


ence in her ſentiments, which are never 
wont to be ſevere. She knows her Se- 
lima too well to expect perfection in her 
judgment, though well aſſured, I truſt, 
of the ſincere affection of her heart. 1 
told you ſhe had deprived me of the 
watch, which ſhe kindly beſtowed upon 
me; and which 1 parted with reluctantly, 
as being a token of her love: but ſuch 
is the unbounded munificence of this dear 


woman, that I relinquiſhed it, but for 9 


= 


the 
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he poſſeſſion of a jewel af; more. worth; 
Two days ago, on opening a parcel di- 
rected for me in a ſtrange hand, I was 
moſt agreeably ſurpiiged by an excellent 
likeneſs of herſelf, ſer in the form of a 
fauſſe montre, and ſurrounded with wr ; 
_ bants of great value. 5 


40 For hes 8 
Co There i is no Winter in't; an Autumn "tis 
1 2 Tb grows * more by reaping,” rey 


But how will a be ſurprized, when 
I inform you, that I have no longer any 
_ occaſion to impoſe upon myſelf the taſk 


of revealing a ſecret, the exiſtence of 


which is no more. Not half an hour 

ago I parted with Talbot in ſuch a rage, 

that I almoſt vowed never to ſpeak to him 
again. But to proceed methodically, and 

bring you regularly ſtep by ſtep, to the 
event which has provoked my diſpleaſure. 

A day or two ago, as I was coming out 
of a milliner's ſhop, a little ragged girl 
accoſted me in the moſt pitiful tone, fay- | 


3 
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mug unt e het daddy Med b Hh weeks; 


that her mammy was almoſt dead too, 
and that ſhe was the eldeſt of nine babes, "2 
who were all ſtarving with hunger.” 1 
cannot ſay I was at firſt much inclined to 


give ear to this melancholy tale, framed» ; 
as I ſuppoſed, merely for the purpoſe of 


exciting charity; and putting a ſixpence 
into the child's hand, was walking away 
| inconſiderately, till the idea luckily oc- 
cured to me, that though it was pro- 
bable it might be falſe, it was far from 
impoſſible that it ſhould be founded upon 
facts, and in ſuch a caſe how unpardon- 
| ably ſhould 1 have negleQed a duty, 
Which 4, perhaps, of all human beings, 
am under the greateſt obligations to per- 
form: I therefore called back the liftle 
- miſerable beggar, told her I had a mind 


1 prove the truth of her information, 


and that if her mammy did not live at 
a great diſtance, I would be NE" an 
5 E of her ſituation, 2 I 
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1 0 dear lady,” faid the  gitl, with” 

_ uplifted hands, © indeed it is not far, 
it is but at th' corner of t'other ſtreet. 
The bleſſing of God Almighty will ight 


upon you. If you ſee my poor DRY" 
Tam ſure you will do her good.” 

It was not in Nature to refiſt ſo pa. 
thetic an exhortation, and I now fol- 
lowed my little guide, perfectly con- 


vinced of her ſincerity, whilſt ſhe, highly 
delighted with her ſucceſs, tripped nimbly 


before me, often looking back with an 


air of anxiety, as if ſhe feared I intended 


to give her the ſlip. 


When we arrived at the corner of we g 
ſtreet ſhe had mentioned, which was 
much farther from the place where we 
had met than ſhe repreſented it, ſhe lad 


me up a dark, winding ſtair-caſe, which 


forcibly recalled to my mind ſome paſt 
- circumſtances of my own life, wherein 
I was as much in need of the aſſiſtance 

of the humane as the preſent object of 


my concern, whom I found a wretched 


r „ | 
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=. Fr Nh of Kin and bone, idea upon 


a miſerable bag of ſtraw, little deſery. . 
ing the denomination of a bed, with 
covering equally comfortleſs i in'a ſcaſon_ 


uncommonly ſevere. 


But, my dear girl, not to karrkls'y your 

feelings unneceſſarily with a minute de- 

| ſcription of this diſtreſling ſcene, which 

I did every thing in my power (at leaſt 

I thought ſo at the time) to render. leſs f 
deplorable. 

I purchaſed a good frather bed, with 

ſuitable appurtenances, hired a nurſe to 


attend the ſick woman, deſired an apo- 


thecary to ſupply her with proper me- 
dicines at my expence, and took care 
that the whole family ſhould be en 
with good and wholeſome food. 
When I returned home, 1 found my 
lover full of impatience, and „ 


' wondering at an abſence, for which no- 


body was able to account, every body 
being well acquainted with the buſineſs 
* * called me . and Which 


r 
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ey well knew: might twivs been exe - 
cuted in ten minutes; but his curioſity, 
which I did not feel the ſmalleſt inclina 
tion to appeaſe, diverted no leſs than it 
tormented me; and I took care not to 
lluffer it to draw from me any wen 
Rs of my morning's engagement. 
Tuo. day I ſeized an opportunity 10 
1 atk out alone, and repeated my viſit 
to my poor penſioners : but judge of my 
ſurprize, when I found the whole group 
metamorphoſed, and wearing an aſpect 
of plenty and content, for which I was 
but too conſcious my ſcanty bounty was 
- Inſufficient to account: for though the 
poor mother ſtill continued a moſt piti- 
able invalid, and ſhocking to behold, 
(her diſorder having proved to be a con- 
firmed jaundice, not an uncommon re- 
_ Tult, I am informed, of poverty and af. 
 fliftion) yet ſhe had left her bed, and 
was ſtruggling to employ herſelf among 
her children, with a countenance beam- 
. ing with ſerenity, and a revived hope 


. 


„ BE: 2 . 


"ae Heaven would graciouſly pare her 
for the performance of the pleaſing taſk. 
Her little cherubs were all clean, and 
new-clothed from head to foot; und 
every little innocent face exhibited a 
picture of content and joy. This happy 
0 of ſituation was wrought by the 
Hiberality of a young gentleman in whoſe 
family their deceaſed father had for- 
"== been a ſervant ; and their mother 
_ dwelt on the praiſes of her amiable be- 
nefactor (whoſe name ſhe was not per- 
mitted to diſcloſe) with the laudable en- 
thuſiaſm of a truly grateful heart. My 
on beat in echo to her encomiums, 
without knowing on whom they were 
| beſtowed; though an envious bluſh be- 
= ſpread my cheek on having left ſo ample 
a ſcope for the ar of his wh rg 


ment. 


<« Alas!” excifiwmed $7 hay poor 7 
| A been my ſervices, when viewed in . 
competition with a benevolence fo able | 


6 ee e e 


ca” 


* 
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LM Eh! as not ſay ſo, my Fett young 


- lady,” cried the good woman: Was 
it not you that faved my life, and the 
lives of my poor babes, who were all 
periſhing with hunger, when your cha- 
ritable hand was enen out * our 
relief? „ 

At theſe expreſſions, of the truth of 
which I could not be inſenſible, the 


tears ſtarted from my eyes. Heaven 


be praiſed,” ſaid I, © for graciouſly 
making me an humble inſtrument of its 
. 2, X 


When, as I was going away, 2 would 5 


80 flipped a trifle into the hand of ons 
of the children, 


„ Excuſe me, dear hadith ai tos 
ier returning it with an air of diffſi- 
dence, indeed we cannot take it: ou 
new friend has promiſed us his ſupport; 
and he is as able as he is willing to keep 
his word: ſo that were to take from 


you what 1 do not want, it would be a 


50 * ſin, as it would be robbing 
. 


| thoſe, who do. You ſee, madam, he has 
provided us with every thing neceffary— 
All theſe good clothes on my poor in- 
fants are of his buying, and two of hem 


are to go to ſchool eee 1 


% 


| ſhew the lady your new frock,” 


% And nu ſoos too —ſee, ma am; : 


aid a little happy fellow about three FE 3 
years old, who jumped upon my knee 


and began of prating to me with as 


much familiarity as if we * been * 


lng acquainted. 


« Well, then, fad 1, once more at- 


tempting to take leave of this intereſt. 

ing family, I muſt content myſelf with 
the inclination, whilſt I have been ſome. 
what unfairly, I think, ſupplanted in the 


power of rendering you any ſervice.” - 


Dear madam,” ſaid the good wo- 
man, there are ſo: many poor folk 
| who might find a bleſingiin yo | 

| Toſity”'— n 


5 indeed 1 hs 80 PR NES 7H 


« . be aſſured 1 will never more ener. 


* 
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let to ſecure to myſelf, a delight of 


which I never was fo e 2 8 8 
dle before.“ 


In 9 my a ith: a mi- 
nute relation of this little incident, I 
have had no mercy on your patience. 
It is now, however, approaching to its 
denauement, which happened upon the 
narrow ſtaircaſe before mentioned, on 
which, as I was deſcending, in the dark. 
neſs, juſt + viſible,” appeared the 
figure of a man, in paſſing whom, I was 
obliged to make myſelf as ſmall as poſ- 
ſible, to prevent his treading on my 
clothes: but judge of my ſurprize, | 
when. he ſeized my hand, and; in a4 
voice eee fannt to wy ys ons” : 


Chai med, 


« Thus gods m meet gods, and joſte in the dark 10 Op 


. „ Upon my word, 15 faid , e a very 1 4 q 
| bright [pogk . of Parnaſſian fire; and, © Þ 


though nd, ſo n well ap- } 
_ phed”— EE ED 1 
. ZꝓÿU :: dg « do 


W 


5 TH hal the merit of the compoſition,” ſaid: 
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00 M Sith to ſteal-from the aus 


he; but if you prefer an extempore, 5 


; take one genuine from the poet's lips, 


5 n iin ene, your own” 9 85 


JJ; , 


: 7 if tt the ch, act not the auda- 
City to catch hold of me and ſnatch a 
b Ru in. ſpite- of my teeth, never truſt' 


But if ever I forgive him, may : 


$49 he ſhall not make me-fwear =: 
If ever I forgive him, you ſhall never 
call me a prude again: that ſhall be my 
puniſhment. . Beſides all this, it ſeems 
he is the very man who has deprived 'nie 
of the pleaſure of being kind to theſe 
poor people: yet it is a pretty ſort of 
trait, [ confeſs, in the character of a 
135 young man of faſhion, in this diſfipated 
age, to viſit the ſick, and be a father to 
ſttt/e fatherleſfs. I fear, if he is very ſub- - 


miſſwe and very penitent, I alk 1. "0 


1 Na to be merciful at laſt, 


7 ME * ; 8 f oP 3 ; 0 * . © 2 1 | 
. ö Er Y : g 2 I : 4 " ; * "= a 


Ĩ have trifled away ſggnuch time on 


ttis fooliſh affair, that 1 have ſcarcely - 
any left to make up my figure comme i! 
Faudroit for the dreſſed ball, at which I 
was engaged to dance with my preſum. 
ing ſwain ; but I ſhall' ſee how he be- 
haves, akd condu& myſelf accordingly. 
I ſeem to have a thouſand ſmart chings 5 
+ to ſay, which will, however, be in no 
danger of loſing any of their ſpirit b 
being left to your imagination ; and as - 

_ ox the feelings of the heart, I am never 
afraid of leaving to yours the interpr : 
tation of thoſe of . ever ſincere ag - = 
affeQionate friend, | g | 
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Tnovon ic is not many hours ſinet 
T diſpatched to you an unconſcionable 5 
packet of nothing, I am already, ſo 
„ news-crammed,” that without avail- 
ing myſelf of this method of relieving 
my overcharged ſpirits, it would be in 
vain to hope for the bleſſing of repoſe. 
I, fhall not, however, anticipate the 
moſt intereſting paſſages of my hiſtory ; 
but late as it is, having but juſt returned 
from the ball, and diveſted myſelf of _ 
my finery, ſhall, like a wiſe hiſtorio. 
_ Erapher, ſuffer the Incidents to 1 in 
| * 
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Hue ET" e from my pen; a taſk f in 
which (if I perfectly acquit myſelf at 
this agitating juncture) I think you ww 5 


own that I deſerve immortal fame. 


After all my proteſtations, would hou 


; een that I was merciful enough to 


dance with the condemned criminal; 


and what was intolerably humiliating, 


was abſolutely compelled to forgive him 
almoſt unſolicited. It was ſcarcely worth 
while to mortify myſelf, by way of ins 
flicting a puniſhment on him, you know; _ 
and not one trait of contrition could! 
diſcover in his ſaucy face. When 1 
ſcolded, he laughed; and when I looked 
very croſs indeed, he had the aſſurance 
to declare that he would een the 


offence. | 


Baut it did not 8 tis Fates were 
175 5 in his favour, and there were circum: 
ſtances which the womb of time was 738 
| ſpeedily to bring forth, of ſuch a nature, 
as to eſtabliſi him ſo irreverſibly in my 
elteem, gratitude, and love — but Plhaw, Be. of 
9 3.7 did 
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8 did I not Foun this moment, that 1 
would not anticipate the good things f 
my narrative, but ſuffer them to diſcloſe 
themſelves with regularity and preciſion? - 
Well, then: having daneed the better 
half of the evening, my ſwain all alive, 
Ts notwithſtanding my menaces, which my 
vanity informed me muſt petrify him 


into a ſtatue;—as I happened to turn 


my head towards the bottom of the 
room, I received a ock, which, at the 


moment, ſeemed to threaten my own 


annihilation : an effect which you grill A 
: eaſily conceive, when I tell you it was i 

produced by ſuddenly beholding the 
identical, but eee e 1 05 - 


| . of Lord Hazleford. 


„Let me ſit en ſaid 1 to oe 
5 partner, 6 for I cannot ſtand, and 
with his help tottered to the n | 
form, almoſt unable to ſpeak. 5 
Poor Talbot's looks were Qrikingly 5 
. of this . e of his heart. 
| 5 « D 
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e © Dear Selima !” all he, « tell 
me what is the matter—whither ſhall T 
run for aſſiſtance? What ſudden indif- 
poſition has ſeized you! ? You terrify - 
me to death; your lips ſhake, and Arn 
face is as reals as altes. 
„ have reaſon indeed to tremble,” 4 
returned I, „ at the 5 8 of that de- 
_— I 
„„ What deteſtable man ? ps FRY | 
9 1 he. Fie, fie! it is a weak- 
- neſs unworthy both of yourſelf and me, 
to fear the inſolence of any man, whilſt 95 
I am by your ſide.” . 
„„ You know not,” ſaid TY 66; the 
cauſe I have to ſhudder at the appear- k 
ance of Lord Hazleford.“ a 
„ Lord Hazleford!“ reiterated he: 15 
I will hold you any wager, that 1 
have more reaſon to ſhudder at the ap- 
pearance of Lord Hazleford ena "Im. 77 
Oo os LR 
bh «, Wat do you r mean ? 2” a hf 


: , 


n 
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6 That I do not ink; that, you as 1 


| ſuffered any il effects from his: gallantry 3. 


_ unleſs the wound lies very ingeniouſly 
_ concealed within your heart: and to 
confeſs the truth at laſt, this ſear acroſs 
my forehead, of which I have told ou 


. ſome rhodomontade lies (not intending 


you to believe them however) of its be- 
ing acquired in the field of honour, and 


0e ben, is.licezally nothing more han 


a diſhonourable teſtimony, that it is _ 
abi for a villain to have a ſteady hand.“ 
Bleſs me!” exclaimed I, with a 


emotion of anxious curioſity, < have 


Fou ever been engaged in a duel with 
Lord Hazleford? Tell me, 1 entteat 
you, what were the motives of the . 
7) ͤß ra ß 
«If. 1 do, by nid By: 6. HOY you. 4 


\ will: not think the better of me for my 


proweſs: though, by my ſoul, it was 15 
_ occahoned 46 19 defence of a 08 in- 3 
e . „ tage; 1h ny . 
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16,58 © Was | it in a houſe in Warwick 5 
ſtreet, that you met with her?” de- 


manded I with increaſed agitation“ 


The very ſame,” replied he, his 
- - aſtoniſhment taking alarm from the in- 


terrogation. © But how is it poſſible 


that you ſhould be acquainted with any 

_ circumſtance of that extraordinary al- 
VV . 
lt is not in my power to explain my- 
ſelf atpreſent,” ſaid I, Get me a chair, 
I intreat you. I am not in a fta of 
mind for ſuch a place as this; only apo- 
logiſe to my Chaperone, for the abrupt 
neſs of my departure, and call tomor- 

In the mean time, dear Talbot, be 


aſſured, it is not grief, but joy and in- 


expreſſible delight, that overpawers my 
ſenſes.Vou were born to be my friend, 
protector, and every thing that a grate- 

ful and affectionate heart can make 
.you;” and as I ſpoke, I involuntarily 
preſſed the hand, which led me, to my 


dreaſt. 


„* 


'« a . 


5 F But at that moment, the tears 


A 


guſhing from my eyes, with the crowd 


about me, obliged me to hurry to my 


chair, to avoid making myſelf a ſubject 


** 


of converſation for the town ; but 1 
fear the precaution was too late. Let 
Was it in nature to keep a guard upon 
emotions ſo miraculouſly excited? 


The rg Hh of my heart, in conſe- 


"nh iſcovery, is far above 
„ the power of language ae o del. 
E 5 ER a monkey. 1 "FT 
+ 5+ 6M 0 IR the 3 of ay | 
8 preferver, Julia, but the happy miſtreſs 
dec his heart. Kind Heaven, inſtruct me 
do begulle it of every pain, and impart 
. to it every comfort with which thy! Ty | 
Wh 08 endue my own! - 15 
KL hat ſhould I do, were Mrs, Leſlie's 
; abſence much longer protracted? O!- 
how I long for her to partake of this 
15 unexpected aggregate of felicity; and 
pet in Writing it, I ſhould loſe the prin- 
0 77 0 "ee _ dhe communication. +, 
e | e Is 


phe 1 5 
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tay ; 


18 it not 1 that to one of my „ 9 
deareſt friends 1 am confined to this 
cold method of 2 the ne —— 
of my breaſt? : 
Mrs. Poyntz was prevented accom- 
panying me to the ball by a bad cold, 
and, being retired at an early hour, is 
ſtill unacquainted with N ſudden re- 
A 0 
In my laſt letter I. mentioned the fab- 155 
53 of your petition to my guardian, 
to which I truſt a few days will gratif 
me with a verbal anſwer, and furniſh 
me with an excuſe for ſoon again in- 
truding upon you the troubleſome name - 


RE 


of NOW truly devoted e 
ene ELI COESY TY 
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n Selma, 1 am duch a we uy 
 tuaryin all the good things which ten- 
der friendſhip can beſtow, that far from 

ſuatiated with heartfelt joy in the liberal 
| 5 participation you have already grant- Fo 
ed me in your good fortune, I am 
i N aſhamed to confeſs that I have 
with the moſt anxious impatience 1 
for the execution of the dread menace, 
" which, in the eventful epiſtle upon my Eu 
table, immediately precedes the yery - 5 
troubigſome and ever unwelcome name of if 8 
Selima . VVV 


#. 
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1 my 4 dear 1 ain a heavenly crea- 
ture is your gallant Mars! Even his 
* faults—(at leaſt the only one which is 
prominent enough for obſervation) ſeem 
to be given him only in order to caſt a 
ſuperior luſtre on his numerous merits. 
It is well for me, that diſtance ſecures 
me from the dangers of his acquaintance ; 
for no prior claim could be able to for- 
tify me againſt the cruel heart-burnings 
of jealouſy, in witneſſing the unparalleled 
happineſs of my friend; and not poſſeſſ- 
ing the enterpriſing genius of the fair 
Dorinda, I muſt have pined in ſecret and . 
never told my love.?“ 
Ilong as much as you can do, for Mrs. 
Lillie to be informed of the preſent ſitu- 5 
ation of your heart, to whom it has 
been obliged at length to ſurrender it- 
ſelf, and, in ſhort, for what an honoura- 
ble ee ic Tas been JR gy we 
_ ferved. 1 
„ father s 10 in ofenſible of the total Y 
| overthrow of his hopes; and I do not 
. "a <7 intend 


ow 


* 
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"has to | a Captain Tabot to 2 
ſecond rencontre, by too haſty a diſelo - 


ſure of the fatal news. 
Our progreſs to this place v was retard. 
od for ſome days, as you will imagine, 


from better intelligence than any I can 
furniſh you with, owing to the king's | 
* re effort to eſcape : but I can 
give you no more inſight into the poli- 
tics of this country, than if I were ſtill 
8 a priſoner in the nurſery of Weſtburne- 
lodge, ſympathiſing with the grand mo- 
narch, in the want of nothing but li- 
- berty and friends. All that I know is, 
that I have ſuffered much terror from 
the univerſal cry of an expected inva- 
ion, from which I ſuppoſed we ſhould 
not be permitted to retreat; and that 
eyen now, though my fears, with thoſe 
of other people, have ſubſided in the 


capture of the royal ſufferers, ſuch tu- 


mult and diſorder ſtill prevails, that I 
have yet only travelled to cement my 


attachment $0 m native foil. | 0 
es £ Bae 


4 8 
n 
e 


© ws. 3 


Before 1 left England, 1 appriſed q 


1000 Alicia of our intended tour; and 
deſired her to give me the meeting, un- 


der a fictitious name, and in leaving her . 


addreſs with Meſſrs. , to give pro- 
per orders that it ſhould not be delivered 


into any hands but mine. On theſe 


conditions, I promiſed to exert my abi- 
_ lities to the utmoſt for her relief, and 
have had one interview with this ha N 
able victim of infamy and folly. 1 
found her in mean unfurniſhed e 
but little accordant with her rank, or the 
elegance to which ſhe had been accuſ- 
tomed: but her pride, I fear, has nat : 
fallen with her fortune. I cannot 5 
being doubtful, that her apparent con- 
trition for her paſt conduct, is rather the 
Ps inſtrument of her neceſlity, than'the off. 


5 ſpring of a ſincere repentance; but theſe — 
curſory remarks will ſuffice to put me 


upon my guard; and be affured, I will 
not engage in any eſſential plan for her 

f future aſſiſtance, till I have made more 

A 2 . accurate 


OY pecurate obſervation on ber preſent 
The . e trait I . yet 5 


| witneſſed in her deportment, was n 
earneſt; defire once to be permitted to 


embrace her infant ſon, - There ſurely 
could be no deceit in this requeſt, In- 


deced I do net think Lady Alicia's un- 


derſtanding 4s equal to any impenetrable 


© diſguiſe, It was not for me to refuſe it, 
and yet many reaſons concurred to make 


me yield to it with reluctance. Amongſt 
the foremoſt of which was, the feeble 5 


and meagre figure of the poor child,. 


which, though in ſome degree improved 
by change of air, ſtill continues in a 
pitiable ſtate, and is more calculated, 1 
fear, to give pain than conſolation to 


his wretched mother. It will AO. 


he very difficult to accompliſh the defign 
without creating ſome ſuſpicion in my 
_ father's breaſt, as you may imagine I | 
.  , would not truſt him to pay ſuch a viſit 5 
unaccompanied by myſelf; therefore till 
VN 


f "If 0. 5 


£ 


\ fone. very poesie opportuni ro 


urs, I will not hazard dhe attempt. 
_ . Bquyais, my beloved governels, lately 
degraded to the occupation of a Aus | 
vant, in which capacity 1 lier ra- 
ther better than in the former, renewed 
her acquaintance with an old flirt im- 
mediately on our arrival in this city, 
and this morning a prieſt has united 


them in the holy bands of wedlockz - 


and I find myſelf under the neceflity of 


5 looking out for ſomebody to ſupply her 


place, a taſk which, in a country where 

I am a total ſtranger, I ae It. ot 
be difficult to perform. | 
We lead a very dull life: my fa 
ther! s fpirits continue ſo languid, that he 
ſhrinks at the idea of ſociety, and will 
not avail himſelf of his letters of intro- 
duction; fo that my uſual evening 


amuſement is lulling him to ſleep by i 


reading. Madame his banker's wife, 
and her daughters, have waited upon 
me, and I have been of their party to 


1 ment of foreign manners: but I feel 


„„ 


| 1 two ieee affeinblles=ive of. the TY a 8 a 


| claſs, if I may preſume to form a judg - 


| myſelf no leſs obliged by my attentive = 


been once @ la comedie : but the theatres 
are at preſent miſerably attended, and 


- although from my knowledge of the © 
French language, I can acquit myſelf 


_ tolerably well in converſation, it is not 
| Lufficient to enable me fully to enter into 
__ the ſpirit of the drama. 

; e ae not a longer, 1 be | 


with whom I have likewiſe _ i" 


vith the Nl p ſeverity of your quill. 


8 Ms. Leſlie's council will be received by 
me with all the deference and gratitude . 


to which it has ſo juſt a claing. 
Farewell, I almoſt bluſh to acknow- 
Mage to you, though now perhaps you 
will have ſome conſideration for the 
| weakneſs of a friend, that ſympathy in 
your. happineſs, has afforded the only 
n to a . which, 1 in ſpite of 
| | | herſelf 75 
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